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Thoughts from Ian...
My kids
(Samuel (4),
Henry (2),
Brynn (7
months)) love
time with
their grandparents. On a recent trip to go see Papa and
Gaga G (my parents), Samuel
had some free time to watch
one of his favorite kids
shows, Paw Patrol. He only
gets a set amount of time
every day to watch shows
like this. So, it is serious
business.
I turned on the TV and as I
was walking away, Samuel
said “Dad! It is not at the beginning of the show! Start it
over!” It suddenly dawned on
me, he had always watched
his shows on a streaming service and did not know about
this “old school” way of
watching TV. Samuel was
confused and upset that he
had to watch whatever happened to be on at the time.
He did not understand how
we could not skip through
commercials. I suddenly felt
old and wanted to mumble
“You kids and your first
world problems!”
We have all heard the quip
“Well, in my day, the walk to
school was uphill both ways

in the snow!” Thought it may
be an overused expression,
the underlying sentiment is
often true. Previous generation’s struggles are sometimes not felt by following
generations. As society advances, common luxuries today would have been inconceivable in previous generations. In turn, some inconveniences today would just
have been considered standard expectations to people
not too long ago. These are
“first world problems”.
I am sure you have experienced first world problems
even if you have never heard
the term. Weird Al has a
song “First World Problems”
where he gives some funny
examples, “Can't remember
which car I drove to the mall;
My Sonicare won't recharge,
now I gotta brush my teeth
like a neanderthal; The
thread count on these cotton
sheets got me itching; My
house is so big, I can't get
WiFi in the kitchen; Uh, I
had to buy something I didn't
even need just so I could
qualify for free shipping on
Amazon “
I admit, I sometimes get frustrated over first world problems. Maybe you do too. I
think first world problems

can be so frustrating because
I can so easily forget what is
most important. I get so
wrapped up in how I expect
things to happen that I forget
what is significant. I lose perspective.
In Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus
helps me to keep perspective.
Jesus says “So do not worry,
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’
or ‘What shall we drink?’ or
‘What shall we wear?’ For the
pagans (those who don’t believe in God) run after all
these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will
be given to you as well.”
When I remember how easily
I can lose perspective on my
problems, I have some extra
patience with my son. I can
get worked up over my first
world problems too! It is difficult not to run after the same
things as those who don’t believe in God. It is important
to get my priorities straight
and get perspective. Jesus
encourages me to seek first
his kingdom.
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Writers’ Group
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September:
3rd - Brendon Verfaillie
5th - Jeff Fishbaugh
8th - Sue Dotterer (Jim & Doris
Smith daughter)
10th - Doris Smith

10th - David Nice
11th - Bob Mayer
14th - Phyllis Crossland
19th - First Presbyterian Church
22nd - Doug Smalley
28th - Bristyl Stoller
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NA meets at
7:30

28th - Briggs Stoller
Sept. Anniversaries
2nd - Ron and Mary VanAtta
19th - Presbyterian Church
20th – Reba Hurtig and Eric Jones
28th - Dan and Jill Straley
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Session Highlights
August Session Highlights
The August 17th regular session meeting was
held in the Fellowship Hall of Paulding First Presbyterian Church (EPC) in Paulding, Ohio, at
7:00pm.
Present were Ruling Elders: Ruby Crossland,
Larry Fishbaugh, Matt Reineck, and Alex Straley
and Teaching Elder, Ian Ferguson. Absent was
Ruling Elder Sue Crossland.
Looking ahead to September, session voted to
move Communion to September 12th (more elders
would be available to serve) instead of on the first
Sunday in September.
Pastor Ian was approved to take a vacation leave
September 19th.
Due to the cancellation of Paulding’s “Summer
Blast” in July, our Congregational Life volunteers
decided to use their face-painting talents and supplies at the LifeWise kickoff on August 21st. We
appreciate and thank these people for being so
flexible with their time and involvement!

A beautiful new fence now separates the
church vacant lot and our neighbors, Dale
and Gina Lucas.

We also commend Brent Fishbaugh for his dedication in organizing and running the 127 Yard
Sale.
Elders Alex Straley and Larry Fishbaugh noted
they will be starting to organize a slate of nominees for 2022 Session Elders and Deacons soon.
We pray for guidance through this process.
Ruby Crossland, Clerk of Session
Ian Ferguson, Moderator

This picture,
titled

God Rays
was taken in
Hocking Hills.
Photo credit
goes to Adam
Leever.

First Day of Preschool for Samuel
Cary Ferguson! He is wearing a monster
truck tattoo. That, plus his wonderful personality, should earn him lots of new friends
since all boys seem to love trucks.
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You are Invited!
Thursday,
September 14th
1:00 PM
The Mission Team here at Paulding First Presbyterian hosted a watch party of the webinar Afghanistan: Crisis & Opportunity on
Wednesday, August 25. It was an opportunity
to hear from our denomination’s mission branch
(EPC World Outreach) about God‘s heart for
refugees, what is happening on the ground in
Afghanistan for believers there, and how the
EPC is partnering with other organizations to
help with resettlement of Afghan refugees that
are coming to the US. As many of you know, we
support missionaries who have been working
with Afghan refugees for years. The Mission
Team decided to give a special donation of
$1,100 towards their work. They also invite you
to join them in six months of focused prayer for
these missionaries and the Afghan refugees.
Our missionary’s identities are kept off the
internet for their protection but if you would
like to know more, please talk to a Mission
Team member (Dr. Fishbaugh, Dave and Jane
Nice, Carol Razo, Darla Cline).

Payne Branch of the Paulding County
Carnegie Library
101 N. Main Street
Payne Ohio
A book signing for Come Walk with Me,
written by Susan Paulus and released April
2020, just as we were shut down by COVID.
There will be three drawings for a
give-away, light refreshments, conversation
and a chance to have your copy of
Come Walk with Me signed.
This is the second such event for
this book.

Ian Ferguson
Pastor
Paulding First Presbyterian Church

Sharing Scripture
A huge “thank you!” to those who have
shared a favorite scripture with us so far
this summer: Alissa Ferguson, Arlene
Cline, Barb Searing, Brent Fishbaugh,
Doug Radel, the Ferguson Family, Martha
Punches, Ruby Crossland, Susan Crossland
and Sue Paulus. We aren’t quite done with
summer, so another thank you will go out
in the next newsletter.
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From treasurer, Carol Razo

Ladies Do Lunch
September’s Ladies Do Lunch will be a potluck where, weather permitting, we will enjoy our
new tables under the pavilion in Ferguson’s backyard (with their permission
of course.) Tuesday, September 14th at noon. Bring something to share if
you can, if you can’t please come anyway. We meet for the fellowship and
conversation, the food is secondary. Drinks are provided. If the weather is
too hot, cold, wet, snowy we will move inside.

August 17th Lunch at the Café of
Hollywood and Vine: Barb Searing, Rhonda
Smalley, Becky Craft, Alissa Ferguson, Rhee
Adams, Sue Paulus
Brynn Ferguson, held by Rhee Adams aka the
“baby whisperer”, was our special guest, but she
refused to show her pretty little face for any of
the photos.
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NEEDED: NURSERY COORDINATOR
responsibilities include:
1. Check in regularly with attendant for any needs such as restocking
supplies (diapers, snacks, drinks).
2. Routinely inspect nursery equipment and toys making sure they are
clean and disinfected as needed (mostly done weekly by attendant).
3. Report repair and maintenance needs to the property committee.
4. Collect and launder used crib sheets as needed.
5. Sign and turn in attendants time sheet to treasurer monthly.
Diana Karlstadt has stepped back from this position for now. We thank her for her years of service!! Please contact the church office if you are interested and can serve in this position.

Baseball lithograph by Bruce Becker - Donated
by the Buehlers. From what I've seen online, these
sell for about $50 - if you can find the right buyer. I'm
going to try a sports collectibles store in Ft Wayne. If
not, there has been some interest in framing the
print and putting it in the youth lounge in the basement.
Travel Crib - The new crib went unsold for the second year and was donated to Hands of Hope.

Sorry for the delay, folks, but here we go...
$$ We raised very close to $1000 for mission
projects between the sale and the lot rental.
Sue Paulus has the exact amount. We had
several vendors drop in and out during the
last week or so, change booth sizes, etc. Special thanks to Rhonda's Rangers at the Bargain Bin (who stepped in to rent a couple
spaces) and the Buehlers (who donated a ton
of stuff to the sale when they moved). Ice
Cream: All sold, except for a single quart and
a bowl of ice cream soup, still in the kitchen
freezer
Follow up on a few items that did not sell:
Computer monitors - Donated by the
Punches. I'm going the take these to a used
Electronics store in Ft Wayne and see if we
can get anything before I donate them.

T

The rest of the unsold items - Usually I give a
week after the sale ends for people to poke around
and take what they want. This was not possible this
year due to the need to clean out the fellowship hall
asap for a funeral dinner on Friday 8/13. Stuff was
boxed up last Sunday, and several loads were already
donated to Goodwill. The remaining will go away this
week or next.
Submitted by Brent Fishbaugh
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Update: The Becker print was picked up by
the purchaser this morning. Total raised is
now just over a $1,000.00.
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Samples of pictures
painted on children’s
faces at the LifeWise
Kickoff.

Erin Karlstadt painting a child’s
face at the fall kickoff.

Rhee Adams taking a photo of a
child’s painted face.

Photos are from the kickoff
picnic held Saturday August
21st in LaFountain Park.

Fall classes begin Sunday September 5th.
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9.00
Worship Service 10:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

