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Thoughts from Ian... 
At the end of 2019, the 

movie Harriet was 

released and it can 

now be watched on 

Amazon prime. The 

movie tells the true 

story of the most suc-

cessful Underground 

Railroad conductor of 

all time, Harriet Tubman. Of course, the 

Underground Railroad has nothing to do 

with trains, but the network of secret 

routes and safe houses established in 

the United States to aid escaped slaves 

travel North to freedom. 

Harriet’s story is amazing. Though she 

was able to escape to freedom after a 

long and difficult journey, she did not 

turn her back on those who still lived in 

slavery back South. Her experience of 

finding freedom and her love for others 

prompted her to return to dangerous 

territory in order to lead others to free-

dom. 

As Smithsonian magazine explains 

“Between 1850 and 1860, she returned 

to Maryland some 13 times, helping 

around 70 people—including four of her 

brothers, her parents and a niece—

escape slavery and embark on new 

lives.”*1 

There was truly a boundary line be-

tween freedom and slavery and Harriet 

knew that she needed to help others 

cross that line and find freedom. Her 

trust in God was evident through it all. 

She wrote “It wasn’t me, it was the 

Lord! I always told Him, ‘I trust to you. I 

don’t know where to go or what to do, 

but I expect You to lead me,’ and He 

always did.” 

Her story is an inspiration. Harriet 

made it her life’s work to help people 

move across the boundary lines from 

slavery to freedom. “Slavery is the next 

thing to hell.” She once said. And as a 

Christian, I should be just as passionate 

about helping people move across an-

other boundary that is just as real. It is 

the boundary that divides those in God’s 

kingdom and those who are not; those 

who have found freedom and those who 

still live in slavery to sin. I have found 

freedom and it should motivate me to 

lead others to this freedom as well, just 

as it did for Harriet. 

The first thing that Harriet needed was 

to experience freedom for herself. About 

first reaching the North, she later wrote, 

"I looked at my hands to see if I was the 

same person now I was free. There was 

such a glory over everything, the sun 

came like gold through de trees and over 

de fields, and I felt like I was in 

heaven.” *2 We must also first experi-

ence the newness of life found by salva-

tion by grace through faith. 2 Corin-

thians 5:17 says “Therefore, if anyone is 

in Christ, the new creation has come: 

The old has gone, the new is here!” 

Those who do not know Jesus cannot be 

conductors on this Underground Rail-

road. Instead, they will be blind guides 

leading the blind. (Matthew 15:14) 

The second thing Harriet needed to 

learn was the route to freedom. Though 

she had found her way to freedom, Har-

riet still needed to 

learn how to lead 

others to the same 

freedom she had 

found. She memo-

rized the network 

of secret routes and 

safe houses. If we 

are to lead others 

to freedom, we 

should also learn 

how to lead others 

to freedom. Re-

cently I encouraged 

the congregation to 

learn the Roman 

Road (Romans 

3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9). Write it in your 

Bible or mark the pages with ordered 

tabs. For Harriet, the journey would 

have been nearly hopeless without a 

planned route to freedom. Keep a “map” 

of verses memorized or in your Bible or 

wallet to guide how to share the gospel 

of freedom. 

The third thing Harriet needed was to 

trust it all into God’s hands. She wrote 

“I always told God, I'm going to hold 

steady on you, and you've got to see me 

through.'"2 Harriet did not lose hope in 

her struggle to lead others to God’s king-

dom. She trusted that God would see 

her through. We should remember this 

as well. As Philippians 4 reminds us, 

“The Lord is near. Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in every situation, 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiv-

ing, present your requests to God.  And 

the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

*1 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/

smithsonian-institution/true-story-

harriet-tubman-movie-180973413/ 

*2 https://www.christianitytoday.com/

history/people/activists/harriet-

tubman.html 

 

Beautifull vacation picture! 



September: 

3rd - Brendon Verfaillie 

5th - Jeff Fishbaugh 

8th - Sue Dotterer (Jim & Doris 

Smith daughter) 

10th - Doris Smith 

10th - David Nice 
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NA meets at 7:00 

 

 

4 
 

 

5 

 

6 
 

 
Communion 

 

 
 

Read a Book Day 

7 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Labor Day 

8 
 

 
 

9 

 

 
 

10 
 

 
 
 

 
 

NA meets at 7:00 

11 
 

 
 
 

 
 

911 Remem-

brance Day 

12 
 

 

13 
 

 
 

1st Sunday of fall/

winter schedule 

 
Sunday School 9:00 

Service at 10:15 

14 
 

 

15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

16 17 
 

 
 
 

 

Citizenship Day 
 

NA meets at 7:00 

18 
 

 
 

19 
 
 
 

20           
 

 
 
 

 
Wife Appreciation 

Day 

 

21 
 

 
 
 

 
 

22 

 

 

First day of       

autumn 

 

 

Session 7:00 

23 

 
 
 
 

 
Zoom Bible Study 

8:00 to 9:00 

24 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

NA meets at 7:00 

25 

 
 
 
 

National Comic 
Book Day 

26 
 

 
 

27 
 

28 
 

 
 
 

 
Ask a Stupid        

Questions Day 

29 

  

 
 
 

Writers’ Group 7:00  
 

30 

 

 
 
 

Zoom Bible Study 
8:00 to 9:00 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

September 2020 

We have new people that I have no 

birthday or anniversary information 

for, we love including everyone.  Please 

give info to the office. 

Please give me all birthdays 

and anniversaries!  Sue P. 

10th - Ron VanAtta 

11th - Bob Mayer 

11th - Steve St. John 

14th - Phyllis Crossland 

19th - First Presbyterian Church 

22nd - Doug Smalley 

 

28th - Bristyl Stoller 

28th - Briggs Stoller  

Sept. Anniversaries 

2nd - Ron and Mary VanAtta  

19th - Presbyterian Church 

20th – Reba Hurtig and Eric Jones 

28th - Dan and Jill Straley   
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Session Highlights   
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At the August 18th Session meeting, elders: 

 

*approved a Pastor Swap for Sunday, August 

30th between Pastor Ian and Mike Pennington 

from Antwerp Presbyterian Church.  

 

*adopted the return to ‘regular fall schedule’ 

worship after Labor Day. Beginning Sunday, 

Sept. 13, praise singing will begin at 10:15 and 

the service at 10:30. There will be no Sunday 

School hour as the fall begins. This decision will 

be re-evaluated as the months progress.  

 

*cancelled a big celebration of Anniversary Sun-

day on Oct. 11 as originally planned. While 

church’s 145th birthday will be honored in wor-

ship, and the 50+ year members recognized, it 

was deemed not wise to hold a big 5-year event 

with a meal at this time. 

 

*voted to apply for forgiveness of the $10,000 

PPP loan we received from the SBA during the 

Covid-19 pandemic. Since these monies were 

used as required toward salaries and utilities, 

the ‘loan’ will become a grant and not need to be 

repaid. 

 

*received a report from Brent Fishbaugh about 

the 127 Garage Sale. Donations of items to sale 

were generous, and more than $1100 was added 

to the scholarship fund for future mission trips. 

Thanks, Brent! 

 

*heard that the Drug Court graduation celebra-

tion was successfully held outdoors in our pavil-

ion on Friday, August 14.  Pastor Ian, Dave and 

Jane Nice, Judge Beckman, and staff from 

Westwood carefully outlined safety expecta-

tions, and everyone cooper-

ated.  

 

*accepted a bid from J W 

Taylor Construction to make 

a number of improvements 

to the upstairs of the cottage 

to provide added living 

space for the Ferguson fam-

ily.   

 

*heard there is a recall no-

tice regarding our new boil-

ers. Schlatter’s Heating is 

working with the boiler com-

pany on that. 

*discussed live-streaming. It was agreed that this for-

mat is probably here to stay. Pastor Ian is exploring the 

technology choices and is willing and interested to work 

on installation. Session agreed for him to invest time on 

the project.  Besides saving considerable funds, he 

would enjoy working on it and thus will know what ex-

actly is being installed and how it works.  

 

*reviewed the application for a church credit card. Add-

ing a card for the convenience of the pastor, secretary, 

and treasurer was recommended by the finance com-

mittee and approved by Session in November 2019. 

Limits of $5000 for pastor and $500 for the secretary 

were approved. 
 

*voted to grant a request from Dwight Stoller to use of 

the Fellowship Hall for a Living Free leadership train-

ing on Sat., October 17, upon their agreement to follow 

masking and sanitizing guidelines. 

 

*honored a request from Susan Crossland to not pay 

her choir director salary while there is no choir. It was 

noted that Sue’s pay is 66% organist and 34% choir 

work, and it will be adjusted going forward. 

 

*approved participation in the Countywide Flat Rock 

Food Cruise on Sat., Sept. 19th. This date would have 

been the Saturday of the Flat Rock Creek Fall Festival. 

Though the Festival has been canceled, the church chili 

booth will be part of this Food Cruise event. Our fa-

mous chili will be available at the Fairgrounds, hot to 

eat now, or cold to take home for later, thanks to Jane 

and Dave Nice. 
 

Submitted by Barb Searing, Clerk 

Vacation photo from north-

ern Wisconsin: shown from 

left are Cathleen Ferguson, 

Alissa Ferguson carrying 

Henry, Matt Ferguson and 

Samuel.  

Look, they all have on long 

sleeves. It must not have 

been 95 degrees and 80% 

humidity! 

Glad you are home, Family 
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Grace Meyer attended the wedding of her grandson, 

Kaleb Clemens, in Kenton OH on August 1st. 

Here, three generations of lovely ladies enjoy being 

together for the special event: Grace’s daughter 

(Kaleb’s mom), Joy Camarillo, who was here from 

Texas; Grace’s granddaughter (Kaleb’s sister) Kylee 

Amooie, who came from Colorado; and Grace herself. 

Men at Work! Above we have a photo of Pastor 

Dwayne, to the right Dave McMaster, below Bryce 

Steiner. All preached here during Ferguson’s vacation. 

The message of each man was timely and encouraging. 

Thank to each of you for taking time to prepare and in-

clude us in 

your busy 

schedules. 

Prayer Requests 

Pray for all Paulding County essential work-

ers and first responders                  

Briley, Noneman’s 15 month old great granddaugh-

ter                                                                            

Carrie Ferrier, Cindy Koenig’s sister, benign     tu-

mor, appointment at Mayo Clinic in September   

Scott St. John, starts chemo Sept 2                        

All students returning to school                            

Billie Jane, Marcia Wiebe’s aunt in FL, in her late 

90’s, hospitalized for 16 days, tested positive for 

COVD but had no symptoms, other health issues 

Tutti Johnson                                                      

Frankie Taylor, complications following surgery 

Jodi Perl, aneurism and stroke                           

Dave Foltz, waiting for double lung transplant, plus 

heart transplant                                                           

Paul Punches                                                              

John and Dawn Relyea                                                  

Melinda J.                                                                 

Bob Noneman, stroke and colon cancer                       

Arlene Cline, doing well                                                            

Kim and Dan Sutton, Dan is currently cancer free 

but still can’t swallow, keep pryaing                                          

Montaize Armstrong, severe pain from auto wreck 3 

years ago; he requests that we leave him on the 

prayer list. He can tell when people are praying.                                                                      

Jim Smith                                                                  

Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother                                          

June Koenig                                                               

Our national leaders 

The family of Shuba  Daniels                                         

The Family of Holly Kobe                                                        

The family of Lee Kniceley 

So many battling various cancers: 

Ken Wagner                     Dan Sutton                     

John Relyea              Page Gillett                    

Bob Egler                         Mary Becker                

Patty Radel                       Joe Bowyer                      

Nancy Stoller                   Bob Noneman 

Pray this week for:                                                    

Pray for the country                                                 

Robbie, Paulding Drug Court participants                              

For all of our church family, that we reach out to 

those who are lonely 

Praise: Eleanor Souders, Becky Craft’s mother and 

a women’s retreat attendee for several years, had 

an excellent report after a health scare. She is 

healthy! 

Dale Lucas is home from the hospital after a 

lengthy period of illness and recovery. 

Dan Sutton home, still recovering, in need of prayer 

 

A Family 

Wedding in 

Kenton 
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39th Women’s Retreat Canceled 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear, though the earth 

give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea …—Psalm 46:1-2 (NIV)  

I have cried silent tears over the fact that we have to cancel this, our 39th Retreat. And things had fallen into 

place so easily a few months ago. A phone call from a former member turned into an invitation to speak, she 

was excited and after praying about her response for a few days, she said “yes.”  Ladies, we ALMOST had Kim-

berly Weaver Snyder as a speaker, with the chance of Julie Weaver Callow and Loralee Weaver Lichtensteiger 

joining her. They hadn’t worked out the details, but they were possibly going to share speaking time and music 

time. What a wonderful time or learning, worshiping and praising that would have been, not to mention the 

great stories we could have shared. I’m holding on to them for 2021. 

As COVID-19 took hold, Kim’s husband (retired military, I believe he was a pharmacist) asked her to please 

not come speak until there is a vaccine. Just before that we discovered that the caterer did not have our date 

open, the week before and the week after were open. Just not the one we had chosen.  Right after that, Susan 

Kayser had a lengthy discussion with Dan, her husband. That ended with them thinking that exposing her to 

lots of women might be dangerous for her and for Dan. Add to that the age of at least half of us who attend, 

and it was like the Lord closed every door that had been opened. 

I’m so sad, but keep reminding myself that the Lord still sits on His throne, He knows what we need, and will 

guide us to where we have to be. 

And this is just one event of many through out the county that have been canceled, many events were major 

fundraisers for the groups putting them on. We don’t have that issue and that is another reason to say “Thank 

you, Lord.”  

“When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, I’ll listen.                                                                                                    
When you come looking for me, you’ll find me.                                                                                                                           

Yes, when you get serious about finding me                                                                                                                                 
and want that more than anything else,                                                                                                                                                                              

I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.” 

Jeremiah 29:12-14 (MSG) 

This verse from Jeremiah in the Message version brought me comfort today. May it bring 

you comfort, too.    Hugs, Sue Paulus 

 

 

 

From treasurer, 

Carol Razo 

This is repeated because I had women ask me about the 

retreat after the August newsletter went out. 



These are confusing times for many Christians. In this 5-session series, Larry Osborne introduces us 

to a man forced to live in a fast-changing and godless society. This man faced fears about the future, 

concern for his safety, and the discouragement of a world that seemed to be falling apart at warp 

speed. That man was Daniel, and with the power of hope, humility, and wisdom, he not only sur-

vived, but thrived. 

Each session also includes real-life stories of people struggling to thrive. Though Daniel lived thou-

sands of years ago, he has much to teach us today. Join us as we study the book of Daniel in this con-

densed Bible study series. Wednesday nights 8:00-9:00pm, September 23rd- October 28th. Look for 

an email or talk to Ian (217-710-6836). 

Zoom Bible Study begins September 23rd  

Earlier this month the Searings provided 

us with beautiful flowers for August 

birthdays. This bouquet is a selection of 

weeds from around the pond at their 

barn property. Absolutely Stunning! 
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Thank You Searings 

Our church was again able to 

host a Drug Court Graduation 

by partnering with Westwood 

and holding the event outside. 

We continue to pray for the 

individuals involved in Drug 

Court and are happy for their 

positive accomplishments. 

Above is a photo of the lunch 

setup outside, to the right is 

Samuel Ferguson preparing 

to mow the lawn in advance of 

the celebration lunch. 

Drug Court 

Graduation 

Celebration 

Lunch 



Rachel Razo caught her first halibut 

with a reel in Prince William Sound 

Alaska. 

Sheer Joy! 

Sunday School starting September 13th 

Where do you turn when the world around you grows dark? In this study of the Gospel 

of John, Dr. Tony Evans encourages us to turn to Christ by reminding us of the two 

purposes for the beloved disciple’s book—that we would believe in Jesus and find life in 

his name. Despite what our culture may argue, there is only one hope that is truly 

trustworthy and that is our savior, Jesus Christ. So, join us as we walk through this 

twelve-session series that will draw you back to the essential truths of our faith and the 

life found in our king. 

As we switch to the Fall schedule, our worship service will move to 10:15am and Sun-

day school will begin at 9:00am on Sunday mornings. Our Fellowship hall is large 

enough to practice social distancing and other safety measures. You are invited! 

Dick Paulus put together a collection of items that represent what our nation is going through, and how 

we the people are handling the problems presented by COVID 19. Shown from left is the money pig (self 

explanatory), our pets, our faith, our nation, our families, our prayers, sports (or lack of sports), an 

American eagle representing our freedom, and the dove of peace. 

We are all in this together 
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Russ McMaster lights candles before a worship 

service. Thanks Russ! 

Chloe Martinez, 

20 month old 

great grand-

daughter of Dick 

and Sue Paulus, 

naps with her 

new bear. The 

cute stuffed bear-

was one of three 

donated to the 

127 Garage Sale 

by Ruth 

Eschbach.  All three were purchased by       

Paulus’s for the great grandkids. 



                                                                           

Worship Music 9:15                 

Worship Service 9:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry,  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new) 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website) 

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 


