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Thoughts from Ian... 

Within the last 

few weeks, my 

son Henry has 

learned a new 

trick. He has 

learned to turn 

over from his 

back to his 

stomach.  Before 

this, Alissa and I were content to 

know that if we needed to leave the 

room for a second then we could 

turn him over on his back and he 

was as helpless as a turtle on its 

shell. He is not crawling, but he has 

learned to scoot around.  So, he is 

getting more and more mobile and 

we need to be more aware of him as 

he may not be where we left him. 

Samuel has joined in on the fun of 

this new stage by shouting “Go, 

bubu (brother), go!” when he sees 

his brother learning to scoot across 

the floor. 

  Seeing my sons grow and 

develop from one stag to another 

has been fun.  Samuel is entering 

the potty-training stage. I never 

knew that I would be so excited 

about the small things. One come-

dian talks about when his son was 

first using a potty. The comedian 

recalled telling his wife how he 

couldn’t believe he was standing 

there applauding and cheering his 

son for using a potty.  His wife re-

plied, “Just keep cheering unless 

you want to take on all the diaper 

changing.”   

 There is a joy in seeing chil-

dren grow from one stage to an-

other. Life is an adventure and see-

ing your children on that adventure 

is quite exciting! Sometimes the goal 

is just to survive another day, but 

we hope that each day is a small 

step towards greater maturity. The 

same thing is true in our spiritual 

life.  

 When someone comes to 

faith, they are sometimes referred to 

as “babes in the faith”.  But babes in 

the faith are to grow up.  Sometimes 

this doesn’t happen. I first think 

about 1 Corinthians chapter 3 when 

Paul writes to the Corinthian church 

“…I could not address you as 

spiritual but as worldly—mere 

infants in Christ. I gave you 

milk, not solid food, for you 

were not yet ready for it. In-

deed, you are still not ready. 

You are still worldly.” Hebrews 

5:12 references such a time in the 

lives of some believers, “In fact, 

though by this time you ought to 

be teachers, you need someone 

to teach you the elementary 

truths of God's word all over 

again. You need milk, not solid 

food!” 

 In these passages, we can see 

that these “babes in the faith” were 

worldly and not learning the basic 

doctrine of the faith. In other words, 

they were not showing the spiritual 

development that should have come 

about in any spiritually healthy per-

son’s life. Instead of running and 

jumping into the ministry God had 

for them (such as teaching others 

the things of God) they were still 

floundering on their backs like tur-

tles.                                                     

 Why does God warn us of the 

possibility of perpetual spiri-

tual infancy? It is not to 

shame us (1 Corinthians 

4:14). Instead, it is to remind 

us that we are called to a bet-

ter life, a life of maturity. The 

short summary of what Paul 

expects these Christians to 

learn in order to grow is 

found in 1 Corinthians 16:13-

14 “Be on your guard; 

stand firm in the faith; be 

men and women of cour-

age; be strong. Do every-

thing in love.” For a more 

comprehensive answer of 

what Paul wants us to learn 

on the path to spiritual ma-

turity, join us on Sunday 

mornings at 9:00am for Sun-

day School as we look at 1 

Corinthians together.  

When we turn to God 

in faith, Holy Spirit comes to 

live in us and starts to do a 

work in us so we are becom-

ing more and more in the im-

age of God, as we were cre-

ated to be (see 2 Corinthians 

3:18).  How is the maturing 

process going in your life?  If 

you aren’t seeing it happen, 

then maybe you need the 

Great Physician to help you 

see where the problem lies 

and how you might take cor-

rective action.  Otherwise, 

you will find yourself stuck 

laying on your back with 

God’s whole world out there 

to discover. And as you grow, 

let’s cheer each other on. In 

the words of my son, “Go, 

brother (or sister), go!” 



September :Birthdays 

3rd - Brendon Verfaillie 

5th - Jeff Fishbaugh 

8th - Sue Dotterer (Jim & Doris 

Smith daughter) 

10th - Doris Smith 

10th - David Nice 

10th - Ron VanAtta 

11th - Bob Mayer 

11th - Steve St. John 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 

 
Baptism of Henry 

Ferguson 

 
Communion 

 

 

2 

 
 

3 
 

4 
1st Wednesday 

meal and service 
 
 

Choir practice 
7:00 

5 
 

 
 
 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

6 
 

 
5th Quarter 

Party 

7 
 

8 
 

First Sunday of 
Fall Schedule 

 

9 

 

 
Strengthening 

Families 

Parents and Youth 
10-14, 5:00 to 8:00 

 

 

10 
 

 
 
 

 

11 
 

 
 
 

Choir practice 
7:00 

12 
 

 
 
 

N.A. meeting at    
7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

13 
 

 
 
 

 
 

14  
 

 

15 
 

 
 
 

 
 

16 
 

 
 

Strengthening 

Families 
Parents and Youth 

10-14, 5:00 to 8:00 

17 

 
 

Session 7:00 

 

 

 
 

18 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Choir practice 

7:00 
 

19 
 

 
 
 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

20 
 

 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22           
 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 
 

Strengthening 

Families 
Parents and Youth 
10-14, 5:00 to 8:00 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

Writers’ Group 

7:00 

25  

 

 

 
Choir practice 

7:00 

26 

 

 
 
 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

27 

 
 
 

5th Quarter 

Party 

28 
 

 
 
 

29 
 

5th Sunday 

30 
 

 
Strengthening 

Families 

Parents and Youth 
10-14, 5:00 to 8:00 

 

 

 

  

 
  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

September 2019 

14th - Phyllis Crossland 

19th - First Presbyterian Church 

22nd - Doug Smalley 

28th - Bristyl Stoller 

28th - Briggs Stoller 

September Anniversaries 

2nd - Ron and Mary VanAtta  

19th - Presbyterian Church 

20th – Reba Hurtig and Eric Jones 

28th - Dan and Jill Straley  

Midwest Presbytery Auburn IN 
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At the August Session meeting, elders..... 

-heard atTuesday night’s meeting that Brick renovation 

work would start by mid-September (and lo, the work-

ers were on site Wednesday!......see related photos) 

 

-accepted the recommendations of Larry, Brent and 

Jeff Fishbaugh to distribute the generous bequest to the 

church from Becky’s trust to 11 various funds and pro-

jects at church. 

 

-distributed profits from the ice cream tent during 

Paulding Summer Blast.... $200 for coffee area tables 

and $491.xx toward future mission trips, leaving $200 

in the fund for 2020. 

 

-passed a continuing approval for Help Me Grow to use 

our church during the day on a Thursday when they ask 

to, as long as the calendar is clear. Any church event 

(ie. funeral meal, etc.) would take priority. 

 

-supported Pastor Ian’s recommendations regarding 

gradually shifting deacon duties more toward mercy 

ministries and visiting; and his request to subscribe to 

Rightnow Media to procure materials for men/women/

children/Sunday School/Bible studies. These resources 

would be available to the entire congregation to tap into 

if someone wanted to catch up on a lesson, or be part of 

a Bible study that he/she couldn’t physically attend.  

 

-supported Ian’s request to make changes in how tithes 

and offerings are collected, allowing other items to be 

included in the order of worship. This will involve of-

fering boxes at entrances, and more emphasis on online 

giving for those interested in that. Pastor Ian has sev-

eral other ‘order of worship’ ideas he hopes to ease into 

over time. 

 

-encouraged Ian to continue exploring several church 

management software versions that have been recom-

mended to him through consultation with fellow EPC 

pastors. 

 

-were reminded that our faithful sound tech, Joe 

Reineck is now at the University of Findlay, not behind 

the controls of the sound system. Alissa has been help-

ing with the use of the screens, which works on a short-

term, fill-in basis, but is not a Plan, as there are two 

little boys and helping with Children’s Church on her 

plate on Sunday mornings. Yikes. This is a critical need 

that must be addressed if we are to use the screens for 

worship. Are YOU interested? Speak to Ian. 

-approved Ian’s request for 3 Sundays to be out of the pul-

pit: a vacation week from Mon., Sept. 30- Sun., Oct. 6; and 

two weeks for continuing education, Sun., Nov. 3 to travel 

to a leadership conference that is Nov. 4-7 in Michigan, 

and Sun., Nov. 10 to work on planning/organization and 

setting up church management software (see above). This 

reflects 2 of 2 continuing education weeks and 3 of 4 vaca-

tion weeks for 2019. 

 

-asked Pastor Ian to outline how Kirkmont camp registra-

tion/funding might work more smoothly going forward. 

 

Next Session meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 17. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Barb Searing, clerk of Session 

Strengthening Families 

Program 

For Parents and Youth 10-14 

Your family is invited to participate in a new program 

for Paulding County that is for middle school students 

and their parents/guardians called Strengthening 

Families Program for Parents and Youth 10-14. This 

program uses games, activities, videos, and art projects 

to help parents and their kids better communicate, 

show respect, and make choices as a family. Any family 

with a middle school student in Paulding County is eli-

gible to participate. Even if your family already oper-

ates smoothly, this program will be beneficial to you 

and your child, as it helps you to form a better bond 

through projects and activities.  

The program will meet on Mondays from 5:30 to 8:00 

pm at the First Presbyterian Church in Paulding. Each 

session will include a FREE meal, split session (youth 

class and adult class), and an hour entire family activ-

ity. For families with younger siblings, free childcare 

will be provided on site. Dates of the program are:  

September 9  September 16    September 23 

September 30  October 7  October 14           

October 21  

Sue Paulus is coordinating the meals. Grants cover the 

cost of all materials except the meal, so of course we are 

looking for donations and volunteers. The meal on the 

9th is planned, help is 

needed after that. 
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Outside work 

has begun on 

our  building: 

Stop by and check it 

out! Fascinating to 

watch the progress. 

Celebrate God’s Art Work in His Spectacular Sunrises 

1. Port San Juan, Prince       

William Sound in Alaska, photo 

by Rachel Razo 

2. Corova Beach the Outer 

Banks, North Carolina, Adam 

Leever walking at sunrise, photo 

by Pam Leever 

3. Sunrise on the island of Bali, 

photo by Rhee Adams 

1. 

3. 

2. 

Susan and 

Dan Kayser 

The Paulding Contingent attending Kayser’s an-

niversary party: back row: Sue Crossland, Sue 

Paulus and Dick Paulus, front row: Susan Kay-

ser, Chuck Lutz, Becky Hurtig and Bill Hurtig. 

Happy 25th Anniversary 
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Dino in Concert! World   Re-

nowned Pianist, Dino Kartsonakis!  Sat-

urday September 14th 

Prelude music by Findlay’s very 

own Susan Kayser. This is an event 

you won’t want to miss! Please call the ticket Line: 

567-208-7347, Maranatha Bible Church, 10965 St Rte 

613, Van Buren OH 45889 

Our Church      

Parking Lot! 

Vacation to the 

North Carolina 

Outer Banks 

Carol and Kristen Razo, Pam 

and Adam (pictured lower 

right) Leever traveled to 

North Carolina for a few days 

vacation with Danielle Martinez Morrison, Ryan Morri-

son and Quinn (pictured above) The wild mustangs that 

roam the beach are draw to Corova Beach. 

Kristen Razo, 

Quinn Morrison 

 

Weekend 

Visit to 

Spring Mill 

State Park  

Dick and Sue Pau-

lus attended a family wedding at 

Spring Mill State Park in South 

East Indiana. Picture is Dick Pau-

lus enjoying the cooling shade of 

two old trees, plus the bride and 

groom in the Pioneer  Village. The   

bridal couple are Tyrus and Carrie 

Demerath, nephew of Dick Paulus. 

Watch for infor-

mation on Bible 

Studies                           

coming this fall. 

Music in the Mountains  

For the second year, Sue Crossland has attended a music retreat in the PA 

mountains for Choir Directors and others in the music ministry in their 

smaller churches. She is pictured with Don Besig and Nancy Price, who 

wrote the piece “There is Joy in My Heart” which was commissioned by our 

choir for Sue’s 40th anniversary celebration as our church organist. 



Page 6 Cornerstone News 

In
fo

rm
a

ti
o
n

 f
ro

m
 C

a
ro

l 
R

a
zo

, 
T

re
a

su
re

r 
 

Selfie taken by Danielle Pennington Haas 

at the Paulding County Carnegie Library 

following her presentation on writing her 

four novels. This photo shows most of those 

who attended, there were about 30 there 

which is a nice crowd for a book signing 

and presentation at the Library. 

Paulding County Carnegie Library 

presents author Danielle Haas 

What: 5th Quarter party for 7th thru 12th grades 

Fire pit, music, games, and food 

Where: Parking lot of the First Presbyterian Church 

W. Caroline Street, Paulding 

When: 

Friday September 6th, hosted by Lutheran Church 

Friday September 27th, hosted by 1st Christian 

Friday October 11th, hosted by Presbyterian  

8:30 to 11:00 

 

Fall Schedule: beginning Sunday      

September 8th Sunday School at 9:00, 

worship music at 10:15 and worship     

service at 10:30.  See you then! 

Sunday School Begins the 8th, 9:00 am Adult class is studying the book of 1st 

Corinthians. These classes are study and discussion, we have time to ask questions and get them an-

swered. You are encouraged to  attend, bring your friends, bring your family. Enjoy our new coffee 

area. 



Page 7 Volume 5, Issue 9 

The 38th Annual 

Women’s  RetReat 

How Did I Get Here  

and Where Am I Going? 

 

Saturday  

October 26, 2019 

First Presbyterian Church,  

Paulding OH  

Rita Stewart 
 

Christian Motivational 

Speaker: 

Everlasting Arms ministry 

 

Session 1: Did He really mean it when 

He said “I love you?” 

Session 2: Recognizing your miracle 

Session 3: Yes, He meant it! 

Plan to spend the day with old and 

new friends at the 38th Annual 

Women’s Retreat. 

The Lighthouse Library 

We have six new books. 

Fiction: 1. OUTBREAK by Davis Bunn    

  2. A SONG OF JOY by Lauraine Snelling, Book #4 in   

  Under Northern Skies series,    

  3. CHASING SUNSETS by Karen Kingsbury, Book #2 

  in the Angels Walking series. 

Non-fiction: 1. NONE LIKE HIM As people with limited under-

standing, we tend to imagine a 

heavenly Father who is like us. But 

popular blogger Jen Wilken reminds 

us in 176 pages that our Creator 

possesses many attributes we don’t 

and that’s a good thing! Take a 

closer look at the God who is infinat-

ley knowable, creative, able to pro-

vide, timeless, unchanging, power-

ful, wonderful and more. 

2. IN HIS IMAGE Discover the ten 

ways we can become all that God created us to be! Also in 176 

pages, Jen Wilken explores attributes of the Lord that she be-

lieves Christians are called to embody. She encourages us to find 

our freedom and purpose in becoming holy, loving, good, true, 

patient, and wise; and to be filled with grace, justice, mercy and 

faith. 

 3. THE DANIEL PRAYER by Anne Graham Lotz. The Daniel 

Prayer is not an everyday type of prayer. It’s a prayer birthed 

under pressure. Heartache. Grief. Desperation. Or it can be trig-

gered by a sudden revelation of hope. An answer to prayer. A 

promise freshly received. A miracle that lives just over the hori-

zon. But whether you pray out of triumph or tragedy, the Daniel 

Prayer works! 

We have also received two complete studies by Joyce Meyers on 

Galatians and Ephesians complete with DVD and study books. 

These were donated by Jill Straley. Thank you, Jill. 

Stop in and look over our new book table, as well as our exten-

sive selection of all types of reading and study material. We have 

the best church library in the area. 

Fall Schedule: beginning Sunday      

September 8th Sunday School at 9:00, 

worship music at 10:15 and worship     

service at 10:30.  See you then! 

A HUGE Thank you to                                            

Brent Fishbaugh                                                  

for doing Children’s Church all summer 

Our church will be selling chili and bot-

tled water again this year at the festival 

at the Paulding County Fairgrounds on 

September 20-22. We are looking for peo-

ple to work two-hour shifts on that Fri-

day, Saturday or Sunday. We will have a sign up sheet out soon. 

Thank you for supporting this project which supports our mis-

sion projects. If you have any questions, ask Dave or Jane Nice.   



 

 

Sunday School 9: 15                                                                             

Worship Music  10:15                

Worship Service 10:30                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry,  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new) 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website) 

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 


