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“Eye on the ball!” Hebrews 12:2-4 

You probably heard this phrase many times if you found yourself out at 

Lela McGuire Jeffrey Park the last few months. Many of our kids and 

grandkids heard this encouragement yelled out as they scurried back and 

forth on the soccer fields. I know my sons heard this instruction as they 

participated in the PreK soccer program this season. 

There are few things cuter than the chaos of a PreK soccer game. Some 

of the older players are determined to chase the ball down and score, but 

they are often in the minority. Many others may decide that it is time for a 

break in the middle of a quarter and sit down on the field to rest their legs. 

Others wander off the field to go find mom or dad. If they are like my son, 

Henry, they pause to gawk every time a motorcycle rides by or a helicopter flies within sight. In all of 

the confusion, you can usually hear the encouraging call, “Eye on the ball!” 

There are many distractions on the field and an undisciplined player is likely to have their  

attention diverted. It may be more frustrating for us parents if it was not so cute. As a coach, it 

can be maddening at times, but then I remember that I can be easily distracted as well. 

Sometimes I am in the middle of a conversation, and I remember something I need to do and fail  

to give my full attention to the person I am talking to. Sometimes, when I am with my family,  

my phone pulls my attention away.  At times, I text as I talk with someone. I can daydream as I drive. 

I get distracted. I fail to keep my eye on the ball.  I forget to pay attention to what is most important. 

How about you? 

In Hebrews 12:2-3, we read of “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  

For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 

of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not 

grow weary and lose heart.” 

In life, it can be easy to forget to keep my eye on the ball. I can become distracted with work, a 

hobby, my reputation, or many entertaining diversions and forget what is most important. God’s 

word reminds me to fix my eyes on what is most important, Jesus. After all, the greatest focus of 

my attention should be loving Jesus with my heart, soul, 

and mind (Matthew 22:37). One of the greatest tragedies 

in life is pursuing the world but losing my soul (Matthew 

16:26). 

The young players on my son’s soccer team will lose  

focus often during the last two games of this season. They 

will be easily distracted but that is ok because they are 

kids. It is natural. But I hope that God gives us the grace 

to grow out of being easily distracted in our life with God. 

Let us learn to keep our eye on the ball, looking to Jesus, 

the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS                                                                                           OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES                                                                                                        

1-Marlene Buchler              24-Bill Hurtig                                                                    12-Jason & Andrea (Smalley) Retz 

4-Terry Buehler                  26-Marcia Wiebe                                                                30-Harry & Marcia Wiebe 

8-Nicholas Alexander          29-TJ Wiebe 

10-Adam Leever                      30-Jeremy Fife 

12-Tim Cline 

12–Don Crossland 

23-Justine Holtsberry                                                                                                                                                       



 

 

 

As a reminder, Sunday school begins  at 9 AM.  

Everyone is invited.  We will be using a study by 

Pastor Andrew Brunson Called Prepare to 

Stand.  Prepare to Stand is simply a tool for Je-

sus’ Church.  In each 15-20 minute video, Pastor 

Brunson adds practical insights from his time of 

suffering for his faith in a Turkish prison, and 

from his life as a pastor in a non-Christian 

world. 

 

At this time, all the doors will be 

locked during the organ pre-lude 

(currently 10:30ish).  A deacon will 

sit at the front door to the Fellow-

ship Hall (on Caroline Street) to 

allow for latecomers until approxi-

mately the beginning of the ser-

mon.  After that, there are procedures 

posted on the door if you would like to 

enter the building. 
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From   

Treasurer 

Carol Razo 

HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

*Sunday School has resumed on Sundays at 9:00AM. 

*Men will be meeting 8:00 AM on Saturday, October 1st at the Past Time Café. 

*Ladies Do Lunch is scheduled for October 4th at 10:30 (earlier than normal) at the Fuel 

Good Energy  108 W. Williams on the square.  Let’s check out this new place with a light 

brunch. 

*Wednesday, October 5th, the Fellowship Hall carpet will be cleaned.  Please no foot traffic 

during the day. 

*October 14th, Drug Court Graduation Celebration in the Fellowship Hall 

*The 40th Women’s Fall Retreat is being held on Saturday, October 22nd.  The speaker will 

be Darlene Brisky. The scripture message will be Proverbs  3:5-6.  Please contact Barb Sear-

ing @ 419-769-0327 or Becky Craft @ 419-786-0021, Becky Riley @ 419-385-0505, or leave a 

message at the church office.  See article in this newsletter for more detail. 

*October 30th will see another Sunday evening contemporary Worship Service in the Fellow-

ship Hall beginning at 6:00 PM. 

* The Drug Court Angel Tree will be happening in November.  Watch for details and get 

ready for shopping ! 

 

Mary McMaster is our October Deacon, however, any Deacon may be approached for ques-

tions or information. 
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WOMEN’S ANNUAL FALL RETREAT 2022 

 

Featured Speaker-Darlene Briskey 

  By Barb Searing 

 

 

On Saturday, October 22nd, the 40th Annual Wom-

en’s Retreat will bring ladies from across northwest 

Ohio (and beyond!) to the church.  The day will begin 

at 9 AM and conclude about 12:30.  Doors  open at 

8:30 with coffee or tea available then. 

  The theme for the day is “Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart”, focused around  

Proverbs 3:5-6.  Our speaker, Darlene Briskey, comes to us through a series of “God In-

cidents”.  Darlene has been a follower of Jesus for many years and is active in Branch 

Christian Fellowship, Paulding.  She has participated in women’s and children’s minis-

tries around the world, and spoken to numerous groups.  She is  currently finding a 

path to ministry through her artwork, and is eager to see where the Holy spirit leads 

her.  Perhaps you saw her display at the Flat Rock Creek Festival or the Paulding 

Farmer’s Market near Grounded Coffee.  She will have pieces available at the retreat as 

well. 

If you love inspirational testimony, come!   If you love to hear our organ played by  

Susan Crossland, come!   If you love to sing praises accompanied by pianist Susan 

Kayser, come!  If you enjoy yummy brunch food and being waited on by gentlemen of 

the church, come!   If you love to fellowship with your sisters in Christ, come!  And 

bring  a friend. 

Many of you will find a brochure about the retreat and how to register tucked into this 

newsletter. 

If you would be interested in greeting ladies that morning, or in providing muffins/quick 

breads for the brunch, please reach out to Becky Craft (419-786-0021), Barb Searing 

(419-769-0327) or Becky Riley (260-385-0505).  Those same ladies can answer any ques-

tions you may have. 
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Above-Ladies did Lunch Tuesday, September 6th at Holly-

Wood &Vine. 

Seated left to right-Sue Paulus, Barb Searing, Martha 

Punches, Phyllis Crossland, 

Standing left to right-Becky Craft, Sue Crossland and 

Becky Riley. 

The next LDL will be October 4th at Fuel Good Energy.  Meet 

us there at 10:30 for brunch!  (108 N. Williams, on the square) 

During the summer, 

Alissa had asked for peo-

ple to share a prayer at 

the end of Children’s 

Church.  Samuel and 

Henry prepared a 

‘Thank You’ for the ones 

that participated. 

Left– Brent Fishbaugh 

Right Center– Becky 

Riley 

Lower Right– Ruby 

Crossland 

Dave Nice also helped 

out, but was serving chili 

when these pictures 

were taken. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH’S 

FAMOUS CHILI BOOTH 
 

Volunteers working the 

Chili Booth. 

Left-Kim Maleto, Barb 

Searing 

Right—Brent  

Fishbaugh 

Center Left– Clete and 

Audrey Stechschulte, 

Pastor Ian (back), Jane 

Nice, Dave Nice 

Center Right –Jane 

and Dave refilling. 

Bottom Left—Jeff and 

Becky Riley 

Bottom Right– Clete 

and Ian serving the final 

bowl ! 

FLAT ROCK CREEK FESTIVAL 
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                                                SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE  

 Make plans to join us on Sunday, October 30th at 6:00 PM for a First Presbyterian 

contemporary church service.  You will enjoy music, prayer and a message from Scrip-

ture.  Snacks and drinks, along with child care will be provided.   Music is provided by 

Mitch Maibach. 

Haven’t been to church in a while ?  Work schedule gets in the way ?  Go away for the 

weekend ?  Come, check us out and join us in a casual and informal setting. 

Even if you attended the morning worship service, end your weekend sharing your 

love of the Lord with others. 

Left-Preparations were in place 

for Communion in September. 

Above-The church welcomed David McMaster to 

the pulpit on September 4th.  David is the son of 

Russ and Mary McMaster. 

Pic of David 

Below: A praying man-

tis joined a September 

Sunday service by bless-

ing the mums on the 

front walkway. 

Right-Glimpses into 

the Sanctuary. 

Give Thanks  

with a  

Grateful 

Heart 
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JOHN PAULDING’S RETURN VISIT 

Tuesday, September 27th, found Sargent John Paulding back in 

town at the Historical Society to share home-brewed Spruce Beer 

and to tell of his adventures in the 1st Regiment Westchester Mi-

litia during the Revolutionary War.   John (Pastor Ian) described 

the way Spruce beer was brewed, the different ingredients and 

why Vitamin C was essential for the soldiers to ward off Scurvy. 

Sgt. Paulding recalled how he was once captured and brought to 

Manhattan’s lower end as a prisoner of war.  In a daring escape, 

John was hidden by a slave woman as the British searched the 

island.  Then, John used a borrowed Hessian uniform to search 

the island in broad daylight for away off the island.  He found an 

abandoned rowboat and returned in the dead of night to escape to 

safety. 

A few days later, Paulding, Williams and VanWert captured the 

British spy John Andre and saved the war by foiling Andre’s plan 

to deliver key military information to the British Army. 

Sgt. Paulding ended the time defending himself against the slan-

derous rumors that he was a Skinner looking to rob Andre.   

George Washington, Congress and even Andre acknowledge 

Paulding and company as militia men.  The time ended with a 

toast of spruce beer provided by Paulding and food provided by  

the Historical society.  It was fun time by all! (Except for any Tory 

sympathizers, of course.) 



In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com 
Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

Sunday School at 9:00 

Worship Service 10:30 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry 

Paulding, OH 45879 

 


