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Thoughts from Ian...
October 2021
“Samuel took a
stone and set it
up…and called
its name Ebenezer; for he said,
“Till now the Lord has helped
us.” 1 Samuel 7:12
You can’t remember everything. Don’t worry, neither
can I. My email address begins
with 0605 because I don’t want
to forget my wedding anniversary. As long as I remember
that date, I won’t get myself
into too much trouble.
Since we can’t remember
everything, we should intend to
remember what is important.
We see the wisdom of this in the
Bible. In 1 Samuel 7, Samuel,
the prophet, set up a memorial
stone of God’s help, an Ebenezer. God had intervened mightily on behalf of His people. So,
Samuel took a stone and set it
up near the place God had intervened and called it “the stone
of help” (Ebenezer) to remember
God’s faithfulness in troubled
times.
COVID was a difficult
time for many of us. What
should we intend to remember?
On Tuesday, March 17th, 2020,
Session met over a conference
call. We determined to cancel all
face-to-face activities through
Palm Sunday. After three
weeks, we hoped that we would
be able to open again for Easter.

In fact, it would be a year until
we would drop mask mandates,
open the pews, and return to a
more normal life. It would not
be until the week of March 17th,
2021, that COVID deaths would
finally dropped back down to a 7
-day average of zero in Paulding
County.
In that “lost year” of
March 2020-March 2021, what
will we remember? I will choose
to remember God’s faithfulness.
Though we had seasons of cancelled church services, lockdowns, and stay at home orders,
I am thankful for God’s provision of live streaming and callin number capabilities. I am
thankful that Sue Paulus and I
(Ian) were still about to be in
the church building and continue our work. I am thankful
for the generosity of our congregation. I am thankful for God’s
provision of the PPP funds. I am
thankful for the people God has
put in our congregation. I am
thankful for your humor (such
as the Searing cardboard congregation to fill the pews).
I am thankful for God
working through our Deacons to
minister to our people. Their
giving of Chief gift cards to
those in need. Thankful for the
Daily Bread Food pantry to feed
the hungry.
I will choose to remember God working
through the
Women’s Fellowship Board to

bless the community, Drug
Court, local businesses. I praise
God for our congregation’s donation towards the Drug Court
reward basket. Thankful for
God’s provision of our Lighthouse library to provide books
to read during lonely times. I
am thankful for a church family
who was flexible in uncertain
times to organize graduation
parades, drive-thru prayer vigils, and countywide Flat Rock
Food Cruises.
Thankful for our Mission
team who donated money to the
Paulding Eagles Auxiliary for
local food bags. Thankful for
how they made an extra effort
to reach out to our missionaries
who usually go overlooked during times like these.
I won’t be able to remember everything about the 2020
COVID pandemic and that is
probably a good thing. But I will
choose to remember God’s faithfulness in our community. We
did not have a single member
die from COVID. Praise God!
Even in uncertain times, this
congregation gave above and
beyond to the church and the
community at large. We even
received new property. Praise
God! We were not bitterly divided during these tough times,
but God’s Spirit knit us together
in unity. Praise God!
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October Birthdays
1st - Marlene Buehler
1st - Chantz Verfaillie
4th - Terry Buehler
8th – Nicholas Alexander
10th - Adam Leever
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Presby Praise
Singers 7:00

27

NA meets at
7:30
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NA meets at
7:30

28

Women’s Retreat
8:30 to 3:00

Writers’ Group
10:30 am
Presby Praise
Singers 7:00

12th - Tim Cline
12th - Don Crossland
23rd - Justine Holtsberry
24th - Bill Hurtig
26th - Marcia Wiebe
29th - TJ Wiebe

NA meets at
7:30

30th - Jeremy Fife
October Anniversary
12th - Jason and Andrea (Smalley) Retz
30th - Harry and Marcia Wiebe

Session Highlights
September Session Highlights

- A new crew has been hired for mowing, trimming, and
landscaping.
New Business

st

The September 21 regular Session meeting was
held in the Fellowship Hall of Paulding First Presbyterian Church (EPC), in Paulding, Ohio, at
7:00pm.

- A new format for worship was provided and greeted
with compliments.

Present were all Ruling Elders: Larry Fishbaugh,
Sue Crossland, Ruby Crossland, Matt Reineck,
and Alex Straley. Teaching Elder, Ian Ferguson,
was also present.

-A new toll-free phone number is now available for contacting the church when necessary.

Session members respectfully noted the deaths of
fellow church member, Jim Smith, on August 18,
2021, and of Clint Vance (highly involved community member) on September 20, 2021.
We also recognized many events that have occurred for which we are grateful: the baptism of
Brynn Grace Ferguson (September 5th), the opportunity for students in the elementary school to participate in LifeWise (thanks to those who volunteered in the “kick-off”), Sunday School has resumed this fall (and the choir is back), David
McMaster’s willingness to preach when needed,
and the success of our chili booth at the Flat Rock
Creek Fall Festival (kudos to Jane and Dave Nice
for their hard work!).

- A preliminary set of guidelines for the role of a deacon
was discussed as was a preliminary job description for
the Office Manager of the church.

Communion will be served October 3rd. Our “First
Wednesday of the Month” meal will be October 6th,
hosted by Jane and Dave Nice followed by a short message. We look forward to this fellowship and outreach!
We were reminded of the Women’s Retreat coming up
October 30th.
Ruby Crossland, Clerk of Session
Ian Ferguson, Moderator

Old Business
Property updates:
- The final table for the pavilion has arrived and is
assembled.
- Repairs are being made on the Cottage exterior
(windows, etc.).
- Work continues on the garage located on the old
Castera property (siding, etc.).
- Repair work was done on the church’s roof.
- A new TV to be used in the sanctuary during
worship has been purchased and another repaired.
We are awaiting quotes to be submitted for
maintenance work to be done in the sanctuary.
- Kitchen wall cabinets have been repaired and we
are purchasing new refrigerators.

Thank you, Dave McMaster, for sharing
God’s Word with us on Sunday September 19th.
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Baptism of
Brynn Grace
Ferguson
by
Pastor Ian
Ferguson
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From treasurer, Carol Razo

Ladies Do Lunch

From left: Becky Craft, Rhee Adams, Becky Riley, Jane Nice, Ruth
Eschbach, Barb Searing. Great conversation, great time, great food!

Ladies Do Lunch is set for Tuesday October 12th at Fiesta Habenaros at noon. Come join the
fellowship, order off the menu, have a great time. No planning, no cooking, no program. Just
enjoy each other’s company.
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Another great year for the
Nice’s homemade chili at
the Flat Rock Creek Festival. We are grateful to Dave
and Jane Nice for the hours
of work they pour into this
event. Pictured are Audrey
Stechshulte, Susan Paulus,
Kim Mileto and Barb Searing. There were many more
who worked a minimum of
two hours serving ice-cold
water and hot chili to the
festival goers, these four
just happened to get in the
picture.

First Wednesday Meal
For the first time since 2019, our first Wednesday meals are returning! Join you church family on Wednesday October 6th, supper served
from 5:30 to 6:30, a brief meditation presented
by Pastor Ian at 6:30, followed by Presby Praise
Singers rehearsal. Our hosts for the evening
will be Dave
and Jane
Nice.

From your Property Elders:
Please! Please! Please let us know if you see something around the
church (inside or outside) that needs repaired, replaced, discarded or
whatever. We can’t fix it if we don’t know about it. Help us take care
of God’s house.
You can leave a note with the secretary, drop a note
in a collection box, or in our mailbox (on the wall in
the small room off the annex) or just tell us. Thanks
for your help in this
Sue Crossland
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Matt Reineck
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Praise and Worship led by:
Susan Kayser at the piano
Loralee Lichtensteiger, Julie Callow, and Kim
Snyder (You may know them as The Weaver Sisters)
will lead us in a portion of our worship with vocal and
piano music throughout the day.
What: Presbyterian Women’s Retreat
When: Saturday October 30, 2021
9:00 am to 2:30 pm
Doors open at 8:30 am
Where: First Presbyterian Church
114 W. Caroline Street Paulding, OH 45879

The 39th Annual
Women’s RetReat
Ladies, you won’t want to miss this year’s retreat. It
actually has been in the planning stage for two years
since we were forced to cancel last October. We are
excited to bring Kim Snyder as our speaker as we
respond to Christ’s Invitation to Intimacy. Her main
points will be Our Invitation to Abide, Our Invitation
to Surrender and Our Invitation to Trust.
Susan Kayser is returning for praise and worship.
Kim will be joined for a song or two by her sisters,
Lorilee and Julie.
Lunch, yummy and delicious, will again be catered by
Grant’s.
Since intimacy with Christ leads to walking daily
with Him, each woman registered will receive a copy
of Come Walk with Me by Susan Paulus.

Come Hear

Kim Snyder
At the 39th Annual
Women’s Retreat

This is an upcoming event that none will want to
miss. Call 419-439-0032 or 419-399-2438 for more
information.
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9.00
Worship Service 10:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

