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Thoughts from Ian...
I hope you have heard
by now that the church
was generously given
the Caserta property by
an anonymous donor.
The home was in such
poor condition that the
sad decision needed to
be made to tear down
the building. The gifter paid for the building
to be razed. Just this week, paperwork was
filed to confirm it. Session will decide what
to do with the piece of land as the dirt settles and the weather warms up again next
year. Now that the house has been razed, the
empty lot is full of potential and I am excited to see what is done with it. Glory to
God for such a generous gift to our church!
This week we have finished a Bible
study reflecting on someone whose life had
gone through a similar process. It had been
razed. The Babylonian empire had besieged
Jerusalem. Daniel’s home was in ruins. He
was carried away into slavery. Daniel’s
name (which meant “God is my judge”) was
changed to honor a pagan god
(Belteshazzar, which meant “prince of the
demonic god, Marduk”). He was made to
study the occult and serve an evil empire.
Daniel’s dreams for the life he wanted were
dashed on the rocks. His life had been razed
just as much as the house across the alley.
Yet, Daniel continued to live with
hope, humility, and wisdom. Daniel didn’t
despair because he recognized that God is in
charge of who is in charge, even when the
cruel king Nebuchadnezzar ruled in great
power. Daniel learned he could trust God in
difficult times because he knew that God
orchestrates everything for his greater purposes. Daniel lived with hope, humility, and
wisdom even when his life had been razed,
and by the grace of God, Daniel was not
only able to survive in Babylon, he thrived.
Daniel had been left with an “razed lot”
when Jerusalem fell and he was hauled off
to Babylon, but God was preparing the “lot”
for all that he was going to do in Daniel’s
life. After all, it was through Daniel and his
companions that these pagan kings recog-
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nized Yahweh’s power and turned to
praise.
Maybe you have felt a little bit
like Daniel this year. It has been difficult.
Some of your hopes have been dashed.
You feel like your plans have been razed.
If that is the case, I hope that you can take
some encouragement from Daniel. He
shows us how to have faith and live with
wisdom in difficult times. After all, as
Larry Osborne says, “God is in charge of
who is in charge.”
If nothing else, know that there
is one who is greater than Daniel. There
was one who had his life razed--- for you.
Like Daniel, he took a great journey to
humility. Like Daniel, he lost everything.
But unlike Daniel, this person chose to do
it. Philippians 2 says he, being in very
nature God, did not consider equality with
God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness. And being
found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
death—even death on a cross!
Of course, this person is Jesus.
He was a house that was razed (John
2:19) and he did this for your salvation.
He did this in order that God could do
something new in you. God, in his power
and wisdom, sometimes razes our “lot” in
order to do something great.
Though it was sad to see that
beautiful house torn down, now that the
house is gone, I am excited
to see what is done with the
property. It is full of potential. Daniel had his life razed
but trusted that God could do
something great with it.
Maybe, if I am wise, I can
trust God when my life falls
apart, knowing that God is
clearing the way for His purposes. In all of this, I know
that I can look to Jesus, for
the king of kings sits on his
throne. As Philippians 2 con-

tinues: “Therefore God exalted him to the
highest place and gave him the name that
is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue acknowledge that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.”

Our 145 Anniversary
Celebration:
Ian Ferguson, Dave Nice and
Jane Nice are busy service ice
cream and grilling hot dogs for
the community. Photos taken by
Carol Razo which means she was
there serving the community
also.
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Election Day
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WOW! 10:30
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WOW! 10:30

Session 7:00
NA meets at 7:30
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Happy
Thanksgiving

WOW! 10:30
Writers’ Group 7:00

29

NA meets at 7:30
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First Sunday in
Advent

NA meets at 7:00

November Birthdays

21st - Linda Reineck

7th - Audrey Stechschulte

27th - Judy Robinson

8th - Art Razo

28th - Brent Fishbaugh

15th

28th - Jeff Summers

We have new people that I have no
5th- Bryce and Nikki Verfaillie birthday or anniversary information
for, we love including everyone. Please
8th - Dick and Sue Paulus
give info to the office.
8th - Darwin and Darla Cline

29th - Jane Nice

13th - Paul and Kari Searing

- Megan Reineck

17th - Imogene Kochenour
17th - Jessica St. John

Nov. Anniversaries

16th - Doug and Rhonda
Smalley

Please give me all birthdays
and anniversaries! Sue P.

Session Highlights
*went over Pastor Ian’s annual review forms, which
had been distributed by the Personnel committee and
filled out by the elders and personnel committee members. Bud led this review, and Pastor Ian received
strong marks. Especially noted was the extra effort he
has made to connect with the congregation in these
unprecedented times. Next, the personnel and finance
committees will meet together before 2021 budget
work begins.
*learned that the legal paperwork for the property at
310 N. Williams (“the Caserta property”) which has
been anonymously gifted to the church has been
signed. Dangler Excavating is still finishing up some
clean-up. What a surprise and blessing!
*learned that the project to upgrade our livestreaming
ability is well underway. The physical items have arrived and work is progressing to install and connect
everything, with hope that it will all be in working order this Sunday or next (10/25 or 11/1). The actual cost
($2742) was very near the approved amount of $2700.
Session approved $200 additional dollars for miscellaneous expenses and thanked Pastor Ian for using his
personal knowledge and that of several friendly advisors to do this work for a fraction of the outside bid.
*were thankful that the church’s actual income is now
only $2949 below its budgeted income, and has been
‘headed in the right direction’ for the past several
months. Thank you to all of you faithfully giving as
you are able in these uncertain times.
*were reminded that the next communion will be
served, using the pre-packaged elements, on November
1, and that weekend is also the time change weekend
back to Eastern Standard Time.
*were updated on local mask requirements and
Paulding County cases per the Paulding County Health
Department. As of October 13, the State of Ohio directs
that masks should be worn by members of the congregation, while celebrants/officiants may remove their
masks while leading worship. Pastor Ian is keeping upto-date with local information.
*approved supporting the Drug Court families by setting up an Angel Tree again this year to provide Christmas for their children
*approved participating in Operation Christmas Child
per the Mission committee. We have done this before,
but did not in 2019.

Cornerstone News

*approved socially-distant, safe men’s and women’s fellowship
groups starting in November. The men, led by Pastor Ian and
Doug Radel, are looking at breakfast or coffee or ??? on 2nd
Saturdays. The women, led by Women’s Fellowship Board and
Barb Searing, are planning a weekly hour of fellowship and
prayer on Wednesdays during the day based on The Upper
Room devotional materials.
*heard that Sue Crossland and Dianna Karlstadt are working
with the church cleaning lady on ways to work toward safely
opening the nursery again.
*were glad to hear that the remodeling work in the upstairs of
the cottage should begin in early November. Yeah! That baby
won’t wait.
*heard from Pastor Ian summaries of the virtual General Assembly meeting September 17-18 and the most recent Presbytery
meeting October 9th.

Submitted by Barb Searing, Clerk
Missionary Update – Tim & Karen Mindling
Our church has supported the Mindlings for several years.
They are currently in the Detroit area building relationships
with Afghan families. When asked what stage of ministry they
are in, their response was, “Hopefully we are still in the middle,
we have lots of things going on and if the Lord continues to sustain us, we will continue to serve. We hope that means another
10 years of ministry.”
Despite COVID restrictions, God has provided new outreach
opportunities. Mindlings recently partnered with another
agency in a building renovation project to help them connect
with immigrants and refugees. Making in-person visits with
their Afghan families has proven challenging. Both Tim and
Karen had COVID in March. Although it was a difficult time,
the disease left antibodies allowing them to do more visiting
than others. They have attended small group picnics and barbecues which foster friendships, laughter, and the sharing of
hearts. In-person ESL classes are slated to resume in October.
One significant financial need is a new boiler for their teaching
center. The estimated cost for purchase and installation is
$6,500. It becomes increasingly urgent as winter approaches.
The Mindling family is dealing with their share of health issues. After several weeks of weight loss, weakness, and pain,
Tim’s father was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Also,
Karen’s brother had a heart attack a couple weeks ago. Thankfully his condition is less serious than initially thought.
The Mindlings continue to be grateful for our emotional and
financial support during this challenging time in their lives.

Page 3

Prayer Requests
Pray for all Paulding County essential workers and first responders

Judy, Barb Searing’s sister-in-law, back
pain, had a test this week.
Cara Lou Strahley, minor back surgery
Wednesday the 14th
Ron Eschbach, emergency appendectomy
a week ago
Dick Paulus, back pain
Mary Ellen McDougle, recovering from
knee surgery
Phil, Joan, and Lynn, Joan is Kenny Robinson’s sister and she is doing much better, starting therapy, Lynn is Phil and
Joan’s oldest son, he is out of the hospital,
Phil was re-moved from the ventilator
then had a stroke. Now back on ventilator
and has pneumonia
Jim, Tim Mindling father’s, after several
weeks of weight loss, increasing pain and
weakness, tests have revealed that he has
pancreatic cancer with metatasis to the
liver and lungs
Philip. Karen Mindling’s brother, had a
heart attack this past week. It is less serious than originally thought, but please
pray for physical healing that will lead to
a walk with the Lord
Lonnie Saylor, Donna’s husband, has been
in and out of the hospital the past few
months, they requested prayer
Briley, Noneman’s great granddaughter,
report came back as cancer. Doctors did
more testing . They are waiting again to
hear results
Carrie Ferrier, Cindy Koenig’s sister, Surgery at Mayo Clinic is over, she is improving more every day
Tutti Johnson, back issues
Frankie Taylor, complications following
surgery
Dave Foltz, waiting for double lung transplant, plus heart transplant
Paul Punches
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John and Dawn Relyea
Bob Noneman, He is not in the hospital,
and is scheduled for colon surgery, postponed until early November
Arlene Cline, she was in church Kim and
Dan Sutton, Dan is currently cancer free
but still can’t swallow, keep praying .
Jim Smith
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig

Our national leaders
The family of Deston Verfaillie
The family of Ron Treece The family of
Betty St. John
So many battling various cancers:
Ken Wagner
Page Gillett
Bob Egler
Patty Radel
Nancy Stoller

John Relyea
Scott St. John
Mary Becker
Joe Bowyer
Bob Noneman

Pray this week for: Pray for the country
as we prepare for elections
Arie, Paulding Drug Court participants
Paulding County Court system
Praise: Carrie Ferrier’s surgery at Mayo
is over, she is improving every day. She is
at home continuing to improve.

Dan Straley harvesting wheat on a beautiful
fall day. Thank you Lord, for your provision!
Cornerstone News

Food Pantry News
Caring & Sharing Food Pantry is actively seeking representation from local churches to help
meet the increasing need of area families. Our church mission committee has attended virtual
meetings with the food pantry committee to learn more about the pantry’s operations. Carol
Razo volunteered to represent our church in the discussions and keep our congregation updated on food pantry activities.
The food pantry is currently leasing space from the
Paulding County Carnegie Library, but the library has
plans to use the building for another purpose. The food
pantry is now tasked with finding another location to
house their operation. They have been working on this
project for nearly a year and in October the search was
narrowed to two properties. Both potential locations are
empty lots in Paulding Village and will involve constructing a new building. A large portion of the pantry’s business comes from foot traffic, so it was important for the
new location to be in the Village.
Once the location has been selected, the food pantry will
turn to the inevitable task of fundraising. If you have any
food pantry questions or can provide help in any way, feel
free to contact Carol Razo by email at razo5@windstream.net or cell phone at 419-438-1433.

From treasurer, Carol Razo
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Keeping Busy
during the
Pandemic

4

3

2

1

Our soccer kids: 1.Carter
Crossland, 2. Tucker Stoller,
3. Bristyl and Briggs Stoller
Our football player #4 Jacob
Fife

5

Our live for the moment boy
#5 Logan Crossland being
5
assisted on the slide by Great
Gram Phyllis Crossland, and
our daring, smiling Autumn
Temple gets to ride her bike on a sunny day this
fall.
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Ladies,
The Women’s Fellowship Board is starting a
socially-distanced, assafe-as-we-can-make-it time of fellowship on Wednesday mornings. The first gathering will be Wed., November 4 at 10:30 am. Having seen the great cooperation
with safety requirements during Sunday worship, we are
confident that we can count on everyone doing their part
for this event, too.
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall for about an hour.
The tables will be spread far apart in a giant square. We
ask that you wear a mask as you arrive and that you
bring your own coffee or beverage of choice. This will
not be a deep study of a book of the Bible, but rather a
time of sharing a brief devotional from The Upper
Room daily devotional magazine and going over several
associated questions that were developed by the Upper
Room staff. It will also be a time to share prayer praises
and concerns, and to just be together! At the end of November, we will decide whether to continue, and if we
want to adjust the day, time, numbers, or anything else.
The initial plan is to limit the group to 12, so that we are
sure we can be appropriately distant. To that end, for the
first get-together, please RSVP by getting with Barb in
some fashion so she can count noses and prepare materials and seating. Her contact information is 419--3993204 home, 419-769-0327 cell or text, and
barb@searingfamily.com email.
Update from Ken Wagner:

Dear Church Friends and Loved Ones; I am
still in a fight with my cancer. It has doubled in
size in spite of over a year on Chemo.
Thank all of you for all of your prayers, cards,
letters and gifts to the house. Your kindness is
the strength that keeps me fighting on. Keep
me in your prayers
and I will keep
you in mine.
Love to all of you
and please stay
healthy.
Ken Wagner
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Now available in our own Lighthouse
Library! You're stronger than you think because God is nearer than you know! He'll meet
you wherever, whenever---in lonely waiting
rooms, rehab centers,
and convalescent homes.
Into all of life's messes
and thorny thickets,
he'll come to you, without hesitation, to lift you
up. Lucado demonstrates by walking you
through John's words
and Christ's miracles.

Birthday Celebration!
Rhee Adams and Adam Leever celebrate
their October birthdays at Koto Steak
House in Fort Wayne with Pam Leever,
Dick and Sue Paulus and Adams’s good
friend Tyler.

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love

endures forever." 1 Chronicles 16:34
“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful." Colossians 4:2
"Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus." 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
“The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him
my heart trusts,
and I am
helped; my
heart exults,
and with my
song I give
thanks to him."
Psalm 28:7
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Greetings from the mission committee!!
What a strange year this has been. You might be surprised to hear that we’ve been actively
meeting for the past several months. Even with masks and social distancing we have been
able to get some business accomplished. We hope to keep you updated on our activities
through newsletter articles and announcements during worship on Sunday mornings.
Here are some things we’ve been working on:
Missionary Support
Our church is currently supporting four missionary groups.
Tim & Karen Mindling (through EPC) – The Mindlings are teaching English as a
second language (ESL) and building relationships with Afghan families in the
Detroit area.
Benjamin & Monica Bailey (through EPC) – The Baileys are in an anti-Christian
country. For their safety they can communicate only through secure methods
and only with select people.
Brian & Beth Schwartz (through Wycliffe) – The Schwartzes are in the Philippines
serving supporting roles in Bible translation.
Don & Karen Taber (through ABWE) – The Tabers are in Hungary involved in a
church planting movement.
In the coming months we will select a new missionary group to replace Ron & Donna
Schumacher. The Schumachers recently returned home from the mission field and we
no longer support them financially.
Next year we will require our missionary groups to submit annual self-evaluation forms for
our review.
Our long-term goal is to incorporate a mixture of local, national, and international missionaries and mission groups into our plan.
We are looking for ways to serve our missionaries that include more than simply sending
them a check.
Each mission committee member has been assigned as a liaison for one of our current missionary groups. We will correspond with our assigned mission group and keep the committee and congregation informed of important milestones and activities.
Juvenile Mentorship Program
Judge Michael Wehrkamp is creating a juvenile mentoring program which also involves
community service. If our Rancho 3M mission trip is cancelled next year due to the COVID
crisis, the committee wants to plan an at-home mission trip in conjunction with Judge Wehrkamp’s juvenile mentorship program. Contact Pastor Ian if you have any ideas for this
project.
Food Pantry
The Caring & Sharing Food Pantry is seeking local church representation to serve on their
board. See separate article on page 5.
Continued on page 9
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The food pantry is in the early stages of searching for a new building in Paulding to house
their operation. Carol Razo volunteered to represent our church and will keep the congregation updated on the project.
Other Mission Allocations
While working on the 2021 budget, we agreed to provide financial aid to the following programs:
Hands of Hope Pregnancy Services
Drug court program
Caring & Sharing Food Pantry
Compassion International – Henry Herrera Herrera
God’s Share Program
Rancho 3M Mission trip and/or at-home mission trip
Current mission committee members are Pastor Ian Ferguson, Larry Fishbaugh, Dave
Nice, Jane Nice, Darla Cline, and Carol Razo. We would love to have you join us! Anyone
interested in participating can contact one of the members listed above.

Meet Henry Herrera Herrera!!!
Our church’s relationship with Henry Herrera Herrera began in 2015
when he was sponsored by Solid Rock Youth Group. A few years later
when the youth group stopped meeting, the mission committee agreed
to continue sponsoring Henry until he graduates from the program.
Henry turned 18 this past May and is slated to remain in the program
until age 22.
Henry lives in the South African country of Columbia. His home is the
neighborhood of Paraiso Mirador in the City of Bogota. Most adults in
this area make a living as factory or construction workers earning a
monthly income equivalent to $184.
Common health problems for people residing here include respiratory
illnesses, intestinal infections, and skin diseases due to environmental
pollution. Diseases are also spread by the large population of feral
dogs.
Our sponsorship allows Compassion to provide Henry with Bible
teaching, food, health screenings, hygiene training, tutoring, computer
classes, field trips, career guidance, vocational training, soccer tournaments, music activities, community service opportunities, and leadership development.
We have done a good job of providing financial support but have been somewhat lax in the area of
correspondence. The mission committee is seeking someone willing to provide Henry with written
encouragement and inspiration on a regular basis. Letters, cards, and notes can be easily sent
online through today’s technology. However, paper letters can be sent in the mail if you are more
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9:00
Worship Music 10:15
Worship Service 01:30:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

