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Thoughts from Ian...
Fall is in full swing!
Alissa and I love
pumpkin spice drinks,
cool weather, beautiful fall trees, and the
anticipation Christmas music brings for
Alissa, who LOVES
Christmas music. Samuel has been
wearing parts of his Halloween costume for weeks now. His favorite
children’s show personality, Blippi, is
known for his orange and blue outfit
and Samuel enjoys donning his own
replicas.
If Halloween is not for you,
that is ok. Faithful Christians have
disagreed on this topic. If celebrating
Halloween goes against your conscience, please don’t celebrate it (1
Corinthians 10:29). On the other
hand, if you celebrate Halloween,
let’s not look down on those who
abstain. Let’s uphold love for one another, doing everything for the glory
of God (1 Corinthians 10: 31).
One way my family has celebrated Halloween is trick-or-treating.
Recently, my dad showed me a news
story on the origins of trick-or-treat.
Many, many years ago, a medieval
Christian tradition held at this time of
year was for the poor to go to the
homes of the wealthy and offer to
pray for the recently departed in that
household. As a token of appreciation, they would often be given a
pastry called “soul cakes.” This became known as “souling.”

After the Protestant Reformation, the unbiblical idea of praying for
the dead lost acceptance among Protestants. In Scotland and Ireland, the
article continued, children took up the
tradition but in a different manner. In
what was called “guising”, they would
dress up in costume and go to wealthier homes and sing a song, recite a
poem, tell a joke, or perform some
other sort of “trick” for a treat. The
treats typically consisted of fruit, nuts,
or coins. Thus, guising was a ‘trick for
a treat’.
Scottish and Irish immigrants
brought this custom to the United
States with the large wave of immigration in the 1840s but the writer of
the article said this practice didn’t
spread widely until after World War II,
when the sugar rationing ended in
1947. It was the comic strip Peanuts
which is credited with jump-starting
trick-or-treating into a national pastime in 1951 when Charles Schulz
drew three Halloween themed
comic strips with Charlie Brown,
Lucy, Linus, and others dressing up
in costumes to go trick-or treating.
At some point, the idea of a
trick for a treat was replaced with
‘trick-or-treat’. In some instances
the idea went further in that if the
youth didn’t receive a treat they
would pull some trick on the household. (One example given from long
ago was putting a cabbage down the
chimney of a household which didn’t give out treats.)
So, the history of this practice went from “I’ll do this in ex-

change for that” to “Give me
what I want or else.” That
seems like human nature,
doesn’t it? I am thankful how
God doesn’t ‘treat’ us in any of
those ways. He does not demand “Perform enough good
works for me and I will treat
you with salvation” but offers
to us the free gift of our salvation by faith in Jesus.
Maybe this season you
will celebrate Halloween.
Maybe you will celebrate Reformation Day on October 31st,
the day Luther nailed his 95thesis to the door of the
church in Wittenberg. Whatever you do, if you celebrate
Halloween or not, I hope we
can “treat” each other with
grace because of the grace
God freely gives to us.
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Sun

3

Mon

Tue

4
Pastor Dan
Young, guest
speaker

5

Wed

6

7

1st Wednesday
meal and service
canceled

Strengthening
Families 5:30 to
8:00

Thu

Choir practice
7:00

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9
Paulus
Anniversary Party
Open house
2-4

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

Fergusons on study leave and vacation

10

11

Pastor Dwayne
Richardson, guest
speaker

12

13

14

Veterans Day,
No Strengthening
Families meal

Choir practice
7:00

15

16

22

23

29

30

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

Fergusons on study leave and vacation

17

18

19

20

21
Help Me Grow play
group 9:30 to 11

Communion

24

Strengthening
Families 5:30 to
8:00

25

Session 7:00
Choir practice
7:00

26

Strengthening
Families 5:30 to
8:00

27

28

Paulding Chamber
Success in 60 8:00 am

Writers’ Group
7:00

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

Thanksgiving Day

Choir practice
7:00

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

November Birthdays

17th - Jessica St. John

November Anniversaries

13th - Paul and Kari Searing

7th - Audrey Stechschulte

21st - Linda Reineck

5th- Bryce and Nikki Verfaillie

16th - Doug and Rhonda Smalley

8th - Art Razo

27th - Judy Robinson

8th - Dick and Sue Paulus

15th

28th - Brent Fishbaugh

8th - Darwin and Darla Cline

- Megan Reineck

17th - Imogene Kochenour

28th - Jeff Summers
29th - Jane Nice

We have new people that I have no birthday or anniversary information for, we love including everyone. Please give info to the office.

Session Highlights

the aesthetic decision about re-plastering or leaving
some exposed brick will be made.

At the October Session meeting, elders:
*set dates for two Congregational Meetings on
Sundays, Dec. 8 and Jan. 26 following worship.
The purpose of the Dec. 8 meeting is to elect
incoming officers and approve the 2020 budget.
The purpose of the Jan. 26 meeting is to review
church activities and finances of the past year
and look ahead into 2020. The Jan. meeting will
be followed by a potluck meal. Everyone is encouraged to attend; only members of the church
may vote.

*read quotes from Fitzenrider regarding the boilers
and controls. A second quote is being sought from
Knueve before a decision is made.
*learned that Pastor Ian has completed his volunteer
soccer coaching. He will also be taking a break from
volunteering at JEBZ Coffee Shop during the busy Advent season.
Submitted by Barb Searing, Clerk of Session

*were reminded that Pastor Ian will have 2
weeks off in November, one for study leave to
attend a conference, and one of vacation. On
Sunday, Nov. 3, Pastor Dan Young, Findlay,
will fill the pulpit; on Sunday, Nov. 10, Pastor
Dwayne Richardson will preach. Communion
will NOT be held Nov. 3 (the first Sunday), but
will be served on Sun., Nov. 17 when Pastor Ian
has returned.
*elected to cancel the November 1st Wednesday
meal on Nov. 6, as Ian will be away.
*received the net proceeds of $486.73 from the
Flat Rock Creek Festival Chili Booth, which is
designated for missions.
*spent time reviewing the Pastor Evaluation
Forms that each elder had completed during the
month, led by Bud Koenig from the Personnel
committee. The committee had compiled all
forms into a ‘master form’ for discussion, and
Pastor Ian’s scores and comments were quite
positive. Next, the Personnel committee will
meet with the Finance committee as they prepare the 2020 budget to discuss salary.
*learned that Classic Land Design, the same
group that cares for the lawn and the snow, was
hired to trim bushes and landscaping this fall.
We thank Sue and Phyllis Crossland, who have
graciously done this work for some time.
*heard that the brick project is completed. The
entire building including the Fellowship Hall
has been sealed, and the sealant should be reevaluated in 7-10 years. E. Lee Construction
will return during November to remove the remaining plaster from the interior of the south
wall. This wall is to remain open until next
summer/fall to be certain the repairs and sealing have been completely successful, after which
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Isaac Nice
Chad Burt
Kristi Williams

Two northwest Ohio teachers honored
with McKetta awards
Trine University’s McKetta Department of Chemical &
Bioprocess Engineering presented two northwest Ohio
high school teachers with 2019 McKetta Outstanding
High School Teacher awards on Oct. 23. Kristi Williams teaches chemistry and is the Science Olympiad
leader at Paulding High School and was nominated by
senior Isaac Nice who in his nomination said: “She
went above and beyond as a chemistry teacher to ensure every student had the opportunity to become capable cjemists and successful college students. In addition to teaching chemistry, she led our school’s Science
Olympiad chapter and a college –accredited physics
course. She set me on the path to becoming a chemical
engineer and pointed me in the direction of Trine,
knowing it was a right fit.” Chad Burt teaches calculus
at Wauseon High School.
The awards were presented during a dinner at
Caruso’s Restaurant in Angola near the Trine campus.
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Change in First Wednesday Meal!

November’s meal is canceled!

Thank you to everyone who donated
diapers to the expectant mother who is
in Drug Court. She will surely feel
blessed by our generosity.
Pictured at a cousin’s wedding in
Michigan are Joe Reineck and his
date Jacee (photo on left) and Megan
Reineck and her younger cousin,
Whitney Miller.

Do you know who makes sure our candles
in the sanctuary are always ready to light
on Sunday morning? Answer on page 6...

My 102.7 Radio
Sydney Reineck
and her
Homecoming
date.

Riley Noffsinger and Sydney
Reineck from Paulding FFA Chapter joined us to record a spot for the group's annual fruit sale. The sale
runs through November 5, with delivery set for the
week of December 2. Fresh fruit nuts, Ohio apples,
BBQ sauce, beef jerky and butter braids are all available for purchase. If you’d like to support the group’s
biggest fundraiser of the year, reach out to the
Paulding FFA Chapter Agriculture Education Department at 419-399-4656, ext. 1170, or see a Paulding
FFA member.

Now Here
Pastor Brunson’s book
is now in our church
library.
Check it out!
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You are invited to the Open House Celebration for
Dick and Sue Paulus’s 60th Anniversary
Saturday November 9th 2:00 to 4:00 pm
Please no gifts or cards, your presence is enough

Isaac Nice in one of his
final marching band
shows as he is scheduled to graduate in May
of 2020. This year’s half
time show is titled “The
Greatest Showman..”
Go Thunder!
Also pictured is Isaac
marching in the
Paulding Homecoming
Parade six years ago.

Our new
Bistro table
is just right
for Samuel
to enjoy.

Isaac Nice Marching photos

Fall Family Fun Fest
The Stan and Barb Searing
welcomed our church family to the barn and pond for
a bon fire, wagon ride and
pot luck supper in October.
It was chilly but the fellowship was warm and inviting.
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Paulding Homecoming Court
The members of the Paulding High School
Homecoming Court are the following: (top
row) Carlea Kuckuck, First Presbyterian’s
own Julia Fife, Leigha Egnor, Queen ,
Sydney McCullough, LeAnneWarnimont,
Katie Strayer and Gracie Burtch; (bottom
row) Brayden Sanders, Evan Edwards,
Fernando Garcia, King - Riley Coil, Logan
Tope, Matthew Schroeder, and Seth
Dysinger.
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Information from Carol Razo, Treasurer

Say “Hello” to the streaming library of Bible
Study videos that inspires faith every day of
the week.
In order to provide the best resources for our congregation to
live a full Christian life, the church has enrolled in RightNowMedia. This streaming library is here to help us live out our
faith daily. Congregants are able to access 100’s of videos at no
personal cost as First Presbyterian has enrolled for us.
Your e-mail account was sent information on how to sign up
and access Christian videos of all types for all ages. If you
can’t locate this or need help signing up, contact Pastor Ian.

Our
church family is once again Christmas
shopping for the children of Paulding
County’s Drug Court participants. If
you would like to help, please take an
angel off of the tree (which will be up by
the end of this month) and shop for that
child. Then return the unwrapped gifts
in one bag with the angel attached to it
back under the tree by December 8.
We will set a time to wrap the gifts the
following week and deliver them to
drug court the week of December 13th.

Sunday School is cancelled for the 3rd and the 10th, will
resume when Pastor Ferguson returns on the 17th
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Russell
McMaster is our
candle guy. He
checks them
weekly.
Thank You, Russ
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Rita and Jim Stewart. Jim received the
prayer shawl this
year.
Ann Furrow and Betty St. John at registration table

The following is a message Rita received
from her 13 year old granddaughter following the retreat: “You did a really great
job today and I loved it. I really felt him
talk to me, letting me know he loves me
and always will. And that he will never
change his mind. Thank you for letting
that happen, I really appreciate it. I
thought I would just tell you that, and it
sure is something that I will never forget.
I love you.”

Rhee Adams and Jill Straley
enjoy our new coffee area.

Lunch Crowd

Susan Kayser, Ginny Caskey (Susan’s
sister) and Sue Paulus

Rita sharing the Word
Rita and Jim sing
love songs

38th Annual
Women’s Retreat
Saturday
October 26, 2019

Susan at keyboard

Theme: How Did I get Here, and Where Am I Going?

Rita Stewart and
Sue Paulus enjoy
the moment

Part of the sanctuary, over 60 women in attendance
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Paulding OH 45879
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
First Presbyterian Church
Worship Service 10:30
Sunday School 9: 00
Worship Music 10:15
First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879
Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

