
 June 2020 

First Presbyterian Church, Paulding Ohio  
Volume 6 Issue 6  

The Cornerstone News 

Thoughts from Ian... 
COVID-19  REOPENING      

ANNOUNCEMENT 

As Ohio begins to re-

open many of you 

wonder how our church 

is planning to resume 

on-site worship ser-

vices and programs. 

First, it is important to 

note that churches were 

never legally required 

to close. Throughout this time, secretary 

Sue Paulus and I (Ian) were still allowed 

to be in the church building and con-

tinue our work. Yet, since March, 

churches have chosen to follow govern-

ment recommendations and orders such 

as limiting gatherings to less than 10 

people and to “stay at home.” We did 

this in order to be obedient to God in 

how God wants His people to relate to 

the government (Romans 13:1-7, 1 Peter 

2:13-17) and to show love for our 

neighbors by helping to slow the spread 

of COVID-19 (Mark 12:31). 

Now that local businesses are 

opening back up, “stay at home” orders 

have been changed to recommendations, 

and best practices for prevention are 

being relaxed, First Presbyterian Church 

of Paulding is finalizing plans to reopen. 

With dine-in restaurants opening on 

May 21st and gyms opening on May 

26th, we believe that following similar 

guidelines will allow us to responsibility 

follow suit. So, we are planning resume 

on-site worship on June 7th.  

As part of this letter, a state-

ment put out by our Ministerial Associa-

tion about re-opening our churches is 

printed on pages 9 and 10, and plans for 

our church specifically are listed on 

page 8. Churches in our community are 

doing the best we can to honor God, love 

others, and respect the rights of members 

of our communities. Please understand that 

resuming on-site services does not mean 

you must attend. It is wise for those who 

are particularly susceptible to COVID-19 

or those who live with someone who is 

susceptible to continue to stay at home. 

First Presbyterian Church of Paulding will 

continue to release recorded services and 

live streams for the weeks to come.  

We understand that not everyone 

will agree with all the precautions. Please 

understand these precautions as ways we 

are seeking to apply best practices from the 

government and show love to those who 

may be fearful of contracting this poten-

tially fatal virus. When asking others to 

take precautions, we understand that it is 

your right to not follow along.  

Yet, I would ask you to consider 

Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians chapter 8. In 

the first century church, some Christians in 

Corinth were eating food sacrificed to 

idols. This caused others to believe that the 

indulging Christians lacked love and devo-

tion to God. Though it was not a sin to eat 

the food which had been presented to idols, 

Paul tells them, “Be careful, however, that 

the exercise of your rights does not become 

a stumbling block to the weak.” Perhaps 

exercising our full rights and not following 

precautions could be interpreted by others 

and those outside the church as a lack of 

love and concern for others. Instead, Paul 

suggests that we forgo our rights in order 

to display our love to others with whom we 

disagree on this particular matter (1 Corin-

thians 8:1-13). In this spirit, I would hum-

bly ask you to be sensitive to our guide-

lines. 

Grace and Peace, 

Ian 

Rev. Ian Ferguson 

 

 

 

Opportunities for giving 

The church office is open from 

1:00 to 4:00 Monday through 

Thursday. You can stop to 

pray, to visit, to drop off your 

offering, You may also sign up 

for on-line giving through the 

secretary’s office, this goes 

through State Bank, or explore 

other avenues through a visit 

with Pastor Ian (from the safe 

6 foot distance). 
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June 2020 

We have new people that I have no 

birthday or anniversary information 

for, we love including everyone.  Please 

give info to the office. 

22nd Lauren Hill 

June Anniversaries: 

3rd - Paul & Martha Punches 

5th - Ian and Alissa Ferguson 

8th Todd & Lisa Searing 

12th Bud & Cindy Koenig 

12th Garrett and Maely Alex-

ander 

16th Bill & Becky Hurtig 

17th Chuck & Cara Lou 

Strahley  

22nd Matt & Linda Reineck 

26th Terry & Marlene Buehler  
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At the May 19th Session meeting, held over Zoom, 

elders: 

 

-agreed on Sunday, June 7 at 9:30 am (summer sched-

ule) as the target date for resuming onsite worship. 

There will be many safety precautions and considera-

tions to factor in, yet having a goal gives us all hope! 

Pastor Ian, Sue Crossland, and Barb Searing are head-

ing up these plans. Watch for more information by 

email and postal mail.  

 

-set the first in-person communion for Sunday, June 14, 

with sterile pre-packed communion elements to be used 

by all. 

 

-were reminded that the Ministerial Association contin-

ues to meet weekly to discuss plans regarding re-

opening for worship. The six represented congregations 

are each working toward onsite worship in the weeks 

from May 17-June 7, and have developed a list of com-

mon safeguards as a framework for all. 

 

-replied to two groups wanting to resume meeting in 

the church to please wait until after the church has re-

opened for worship (June 7) to schedule their events. 

These groups will need to follow Covid-19 plans and 

precautions set by our church. 

 

-learned from the Mission committee that 

Schumacher’s are back from the Philippines and self-

quarantining as a precaution in their new home in 

North Canton, OH; that several from our congregation 

visited with Tim and Karen Mindling via Zoom to hear 

about their service; and that the mission committee has 

recently blessed area 1st responders and the Eagles 

Auxiliary meal program with financial gifts. 

 

-asked treasurer Carol Razo to keep the PPP funds 

which we received from the SBA program in a separate 

fund, and to continue to pay payroll and utilities as we 

always have during the next month. A decision will be 

made at the June Session meeting how much loan for-

giveness the church should apply for based on the con-

ditions at that point in time. 

 

-heard about the May Presbytery meeting from Pastor 

Ian. Highlights included a new Presbytery fund that 

will be used to help churches with grants for church 

revitalization projects; four candidates coming under 

care of the Presbytery for the process of ordination; and 

Presbytery funds designated for Bible translation for 

the Tatar people in Siberia. 

 

Barb Searing, Clerk of Session 
 

The Caring and Sharing Food Pantry is serving more 

families than ever before. The need is great. If we all 

do something, many can be helped. 

Also the church has bags of food here which have re-

cently been replenished, ready to serve a meal or two 

to a family of 3-4. Larger families sometimes take two 

bags so the need is covered. 

 

 

 Donate:  Caring 

and Sharing  Food 

Pantry 

The Schumachers Return to the States: 
Ron and Donna are now in self quarantine in Ohio. 

Listed is their new/correct e-mail address: 

schumacherrd@gmail.com  Their mailing address is: 

1101 Browning Ave. NW, North Canton, OH 44720                 

 Here are a few prayer requests --Our son Brent has 

been unwell since Easter.  He was tested negative for 

COVID-19, but symptoms continue.  Pray for his recov-

ery, ability to return to work schedule, and health for 

the family. 

--Pray for our health and stamina as we tie up all the 

loose ends in the Philippines  

--Praise the Lord that our passports with new visas ar-

rived from Manila just hours before the lockdown, after 

which they (and we!) would have been stuck long-term. 
Thank you SO much for your love, prayers, and part-

nership!  We pray that God will also meet your needs 

during this difficult time. 
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Prayer Requests 

We ask that the Lord remind us that He is in control, 

we have no need to panic 

Pray for all essential workers                          

Linda Reinhart                                                      

Patty Radel, scheduled for surgery on June 1       

Montaize Armstrong, severe pain from auto wreck 2 

years ago; he requests that we leave him on the 

prayer list. He can tell when people are praying.    

Dan Nutter, fell and broke second hip                 

Nutter Family, there are many family members 

needing care and helping each other while Dan is 

recovering                                                                        

Pam Daeger                                                                                                    

Steve Gross, health issues                                   

Ronnie Phlipot, recovering from farming accident 

where he lost lots of blood and his arm                    

Dustin Dobbeleare, recovering from plane wreck                                   

Jay Wilson, expected to return to the US in June.  

Jim Smith                                                                  

Rick Speakman: stroke                                            

Curt Gawronski: bone marrow transplant             

Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother                                          

June Koenig                                                               

Our national leaders 

The family of Judy Adams                                        

The family of Joan Myers Price                                    

The family of Junior Gonzalez                                    

The family of Kathy Clark                                                   

The family of Sherri, Dave Stallkamp’s sister        

The family of Eleanor Brune 

 

So many battling various cancers: 

Ken Wagner                     Dan Sutton                     

John Relyea              Page Gillett                    

Holly Kobe                       Bob Egler                         

Mary Becker                Patty Radel                                          

Joe Bowyer                       Nancy Stoller             

Pray this week for:                                                   

Pray for the country                                                  

Jodi, Paulding Drug Court participants                              

Paulding County health care providers 

 

Praise: For our high school graduates, and our college 

graduates as well as those who spent so many hours 

teaching and leading them to this point in their lives. 

We are going to worship together on Sunday,        

June 7th!  

Your Journey 

Are we there yet? How much longer?                     

We’ve all thought or said this I’m sure;                      

It’s not only the young who wonder                            

When our journey end will occur. 

We used to get instant gratification     

Or more likely a bearable delay;                        

Whether is is waiting for a Disney vacation                 

Or some time off to do nothing but play.  

As we journey to an unknown destination              

Some obstacles pop up here and there;                         

A few suffer much tribulation                                     

Others travel with much easier fare. 

Whatever your road throws your way                    

You’ll detour around — you might fall;                          

But if often you bow down and pray                             

You’re paving the way for Heaven’s call. 

Cara L. Strahley (2020) 

The Altar Committee is looking for people 

to donate flowers for the sanctuary during the 

months of June, July and August. The calendar 

to sign up is in the hallway, on the door. Think 

about the spring and 

summer flowers that you 

have growing in your 

beautiful gardens. Then 

decide if you can share 

some of them with your 

church family.  

Happy Rock! 
Barb Searing spied 

this little rock on the 

steps by the Cherry 

Street entrance to the 

church. Not being  

sure of the current 

rock protocol, she took 

his picture and left 

him there. 

 

Early schedule begins June 7, 9:15 praise, 9:30 service 
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Isaac Nice graduates 

from Trine: Left Photo is 

Isaac’s last marching band presentation, photo on right is Isaac 

getting lots of emotional support from his cat Lewis while he 

finishes classes at home on his laptop. Isaac is the son of Dave 

and Jane Nice. 

Emma Searing graduates from 

Fairview (PA) High School 

Parents: Todd & Lisabeth Searing 

Grandparents: Stan & Barb Searing 

Julia Fife in Paulding 

High School celebra-

tion parade: Julia is the 

daughter of Jeremy and 

Christine Fife. 

Julia following our 

own Presbyterian      

parade: You did well, 

church. She knew we were 

proud of her and that we 

wanted her to know how much 

we love her. There were over a 

dozen cars, most of them carry-

ing two people, one or two with 

just one person. It was a nice 

turn out!  

Luke Futey graduates 

from Cleveland High 

School, Rio Rancho, NM 

Parents: Chris and Gretchen 

Futey 

Grandparents: Stan and Barb 

Searing 

Congratu
latio

ns! 
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Can you find in the Session minutes the 

names of the people working on our re-

opening procedures? Answer on page 7. 

Answered Prayers!  

A couple of years ago we prayed for 

Jane Nice’s great niece Alexis who 

was experiencing a very challeng-

ing pregnancy and was hospitalized 

for several months. This is her 

baby TJ now. Despite being born 

several weeks early, TJ is a happy 

and thriving two-year-old today. 

Thank you for your prayers!  

Mother’s Day         

Surprise 

Phyllis Crossland shows her total 

surprise when Cindy (daughter of 

Phyllis) and Rob Constein show 

up in her drive way on Mother’s 

Day with some of her great 

grandchildren in the car with 

them. She had not seen them in 

many weeks.  

Several family members gathered 

for a pot luck lunch with social 

distancing a short time later. 

While we all want those we love 

to stay safe, being separated from 

them is, for most of us, the diffi-

cult part of this pandemic.  

 

Memories by Tawnya, photography stu-

dio in Antwerp, took senior pictures last 

year for Erin Karlstadt. The above photo 

won recognition in Senior Muse maga-

zine for the photographer, Tawnya. 

There were 1,400 photos submitted, 

Erin’s photo won. 

Meet Tucker! 

This is Tucker, traveling companion for Patty 

and Doug Radel. Tucker goes in the vehicle 

with them and keeps Doug company while 

Patty is seeing doctors and having test to pre-

pare for her upcoming surgery. He certainly is 

a cutie! And a great friend to both. 
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Mandi                Don                             Karen                 Paul 

Dear Members of First Presbyterian 

Church, Thank you so much for the 

$1,020.00 you sent for our support in 

March. We are so excited and grateful to 

be at full support. God has used you in the 

process. We will let you know when the 

border opens and we can move to Hun-

gary.  Love,                                             

 Don and Karen Taber 

Sue Crossland, Barb Searing and Pastor 

Ian are the people meeting by zoom and 

praying about how to reopen.. 

Submitted by Carol Razo, treasurer 
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On pages 9 and 10 
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Father's Day was founded in Spokane, Washington at the YMCA in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd, 

who was born in Arkansas. Its first celebration was in the Spokane YMCA on June 19, 1910. 

Her father, the Civil War veteran William Jackson Smart, was a single parent who raised his six 

children there.  

So to all the men in our church family, we thank you for being the wonderful men that you are. If 

you are not a father, you certainly had a father. So we celebrate you! 

Happy Father’s Day 

Cornerstone News 
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Early schedule begins June 7,  9:15 praise,  9:30 service 



                                                                           

Worship Music 9:15                 

Worship Service 9:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry,  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new) 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website) 

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 


