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Thoughts from Ian...
When you wake up
do you ever think
“As long as ________
is doing well, I will
be doing well.” Recently, our youngest
boy, Henry, has
been struggling
with sleep. Some
days are great. He takes a long
nap. He falls asleep quickly and
sleeps through the night. Other
days are not so great. He can’t fall
asleep. He cries during his nap. He
is restless and exhausted. Even
during waking hours, he is cranky
and clingy. So, some days I think
to myself “As long as Henry’s sleep
schedule is going well, I will be
doing well.”
Of course, my son’s sleeping schedule may seem like such a small
thing. Still, I find myself relying on
so many things going right for me
to find contentment in day-to-day
life. I could probably add to the
list. As long as I get my cup of coffee, I will be doing well. As long as
my family is able to enjoy some outdoor time today, I will be doing
well. The list could go on and on.
Do you ever wake up with similar
thoughts?
This is why what the apostle Paul
shares in his letter to the Philippians seems so shocking. For Paul,
as long as the gospel was doing
well, Paul was doing well. You see,
Paul had reasons not to be content
with life. He was under house arrest and awaiting trial. Ministry
was tough. He was experiencing
isolation. Yet in his letter to the
Philippian church, he wrote that
he still had joy. He rejoiced that
the gospel was advancing
(Philippians 1:4-6). He rejoiced

that Christ was being preached
(1:18). Because the Philippians were
extending the gospel to those around
them (holding out the word of life),
Paul was glad and rejoiced (2:14-18).
Paul rejoiced, even in his chains, because the gospel was being preached.
As long as the gospel was doing well,
Paul was doing well.
In this season, we are isolated and
are experiencing our own kind of isolation. How can we find the joy and
contentment that Paul found during
his lonely house arrest? How can we
say with Paul “In any and every circumstance I have learned the secret
of contentment, whether I go satisfied or hungry, have plenty or nothing. I am able to do all things
through the one who strengthens
me” (4:12-13)?
I think part of the answer is understanding what joy is for the Christian. When the apostle Paul speaks
of joy, he means a gladness that is
rooted in Jesus. Christian joy is
based outside of ourselves and our
circumstances. As one theological
dictionary puts it, Christian joy is
“based in the hope and confidence
aroused by faith, which despite all
fightings and fears, brings certainty
of divine blessing though Christ and
looks forward to his return as the
risen Lord.” Paul can have joy because it is rooted in Jesus and the
gospel.
Another part of the answer is that it
is only by the grace of God can we do
this. It is only through the powerful
working of the Holy Spirit can we get
out of ourselves enough to rejoice in
the midst of our suffering. After all,
joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22). The Holy Spirit renews our
hearts and minds so we can value
God’s kingdom and the advancement
of the gospel (Titus 3:5). When God

renews our hearts we can even
rejoice in our suffering because
we know that God is still working to spread the gospel.
If you would like to learn more
about Paul’s letter of joy, Philippians, you are invited to join our
Bible study over Zoom software
on Wednesday nights at 8:00pm.
Email Ian at 0605ferguson@gmail.com
Brothers and sisters in Christ,
We were hoping to be through
this pandemic and meeting together again by early May. The
governor has extended mandatory stay at home orders for the
upcoming weeks and so we must
continue to cancel our services.
You will still be able to watch on
Facebook live and use the call in
number through this time. I miss
you all.
Call 419-326-2342 to listen to the
Facebook live stream (10:30am)
and service (beginning after
2:00pm on Sunday and continued
throughout the week). Also, there
is an online Bible study over
Zoom on Wednesday nights at
8:00pm if you would like to join.
Opportunities for giving
The church office is open from
1:00 to 4:00 Monday through
Thursday. You can stop to
pray, to visit, to drop off your
offering, You may also sign up
for on-line giving through the
secretary’s office, this goes
through State Bank, or explore
other avenues through a visit
with Pastor Ian (from the safe
6 foot distance).
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
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1

Sat

2
May Day
Space Day

3

4

5

Lumpy Rug Day

10

6
Cinco de Mayo

11

12

8

9

14

15

16

22

23

Do Diet Day

13

Mother’s Day

17

7

Dance Like a
Chicken Day

18

19

20

21

National Jazz Day

Session 7:00

24

25

26

27

28

29

30
Mint Julep Day

Memorial Day

31
Writers’ Group 7:00

May Birthdays
2n d - Martha Punches
7th- Mike Pennington
7th- Susan Kaysor
9th -Josh Pennington
12th -Reba Hurtig

15th -Erin Karlstadt
16th -Brenda Clark
19th - Erica Smalley Temple
20th -Brody Verfaillie
21st - Sue Crossland
22nd- Logan Crossland

23rd -Jace Crossland
23rd – Abigail Katherine Haas
25th - Bud Koenig
May Anniversaries
5th - Bill and Jillene
McMichael

We have new people that I have no
birthday or anniversary information
for, we love including everyone. Please
give info to the office.

Session Highlights
April Session Highlights:
At the April Session meeting (held by teleconference on April 21 due to Covid-19 guidelines), elders:
*applauded Pastor Ian’s work in providing a
recorded service for the church website; a live
broadcast on Facebook; and a call-in phone
number to hear a recording of the live broadcast
each week during this Covid-19 pandemic. Pastor Ian intends to try a 6-week Bible study via
Zoom technology on Wednesday evenings starting April 22. Anyone who has access to a computer or smart phone can attend by letting Ian
know of your interest.
*discussed at some length the idea of a common
weekly communication of some sort through the
church office to overcome a feeling of
‘disconnectedness’ that we are all feeling these
days. This common update could be sent electronically to some and by postal mail to others.
It might include prayer requests, inspirational
items, factual ‘how to hear worship services’
information, updates on church family members, humor... something informal, uplifting,
and friendly from the church. Pastor Ian will
talk with secretary Sue Paulus about what
might be done.
*asked Pastor Ian to consider how ‘virtual communion’ might be offered on the first Sunday of
May.
*heard from Pastor Ian that the Ministerial Association is ‘meeting’ every Wednesday afternoon to maintain communication between
churches and pastors and encourage one another.
*were made aware of efforts by the Deacons to
bless church families through the Agape fund,
and the Women’s Fellowship Board to bless several local business owners with some of their
funds.
*received a property report that a new refrigerator was needed for the cottage; that the
mowing contract with Classic Land Design was
renewed ($65 per mowing); and there was a
$279 bill related to the boiler. Session also accepted an updated description of the duties of
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the Property committee for the Policy Manual. This policy manual update is an ongoing effort throughout this
year.
*were thankful that giving through the end of March
has held up well, and appreciate everyone’s generosity.
We continue to look at and trust the giving of the congregation. Elders had voted and approved that the
church apply for funds under the SBA’s PPP plan. The
church has been approved for funds under this program, but, to date, has not accepted/signed an agreement, and no funds have actually been received. We
will continue to assess what is needed and what is possible during this time.
*approved summer vacation dates for Pastor Ian. He
will be out of the pulpit Sundays July 19 and 26, and
August 2.
*learned that the May 15-16 Presbytery meeting will be
held, instead, as a 2-hour online meeting. Also, General
Assembly will meet electronically on May 1st to consider and approve the re-scheduling of the actual GA to
Sept. 17-18
(original date of
June 23-26).
*learned that the
anticipated visit
from missionaries
Tim and Karen
Mindling has been
canceled.
Submitted by
Barb Searing,
Clerk of Session

Donate: Caring
and Sharing Food
Pantry
The Caring and Sharing Food Pantry is serving more
families than ever before. The need is great. If we all
do something, many can be helped.
Also the church has bags of food here which have recently been replenished, ready to serve a meal or two
to a family of 3-4. Larger families sometimes take two
bags so the need is covered.
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Prayer Requests
We ask that the Lord remind us that He is in
control, we have no need to panic

Photo from our recording studio,
formerly known as the sanctuary of the First
Presbyterian Church. Pastor Ian as he
preaches for the service you hear weekly on
our website.

Pray for all essential workers
Montaize Armstrong, sever pain from auto
wreck 2 years ago
Dan Nutter, hip surgery after a fall
Nutter Family, there are many family members
needing care and helping each other while Dan
is recovering
Dan Vogel
Pam Daeger
Patty Radel, received a breast cancer diagnosis
Steve Gross, health issues
Ronnie Phlipot, recovering from farming
accident where he lost lots of blood and his arm
Dustin Dobbeleare, recovering from plane wreck
Jay Wilson, life is a little freer in China now,
they can at least leave the apartment
Kim Mileto
Jim Smith
Al Demerath, stroke, improving
Rick Speakman: stroke
Curtis Gawronski: bone marrow transplant
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig
Our national leaders
The family of Shari Dotson, friend of Pam
Leever

Here is the group that Pastor Ian has been preaching
to...if you worship here, you are in your “assigned”
pew. Great fun, thank you to the creative mind that
took the time to do this. FYI: Doctor Fishbaugh and
Stan Searing have an ongoing “Let’s wear a tie” gag,
both are wearing ties in their cutout.

So many battling various cancers:
Arlene Cline
John Relyea
Holly Kobe
Mary Becker
Joe Bowyer
Dan Sutton

Ken Wagner
Page Gillett
Bob Egler
Patty Radel
Nancy Stoller

Pray this week for:
Pray for the country
Jacob, Drug Court participants
Paulding County health care providers

Pictured above is one of the
table decorations for Lenten
lunches. At the right, the
cross waiting for the resurrection of Christ. Beautiful
work, Jill.
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Praise: Sue Paulus’s vertigo is much better
Fife’s are out of quarantine!

Prayer requests from bulletin
Cornerstone News

Update from Ron and Donna Schmacher

God’s Share Program

Dear Praying Friends and Family,

From Kim: Good Morning!

We’re feeling a bit like Elijah, isolated by the brook and waiting
for ravens to bring him food! Being over 60 years old and not permitted to go out, we are grateful for friends and neighbors who
have done grocery shopping for us so that we are well supplied. It’s good preparation for when we get to the US and have
to go through a quarantine period. But there are bright spots
like…

So a little update from us... Our biggest funder the North Ave Thrift Store is temporarily closed, we are still here working to get
through a backlog of donations from our
move... mostly Donald and I are here working - though occasionally others join us but
you know at 6' distances, we have started
doing live thrifting shows to help move inventory and generate some funds, customers
can pay on-line and do drive thru pick-ups.

…chatting with neighbors through the iron bars that separate
their front area from ours
…a colleague who saw us sitting outside, dropped by to visit for a
while (at social distance) and picked up some books and CDs
we’re giving away
…another colleague whose family will be moving into this apartment came to bring over some of their furniture
…messages from friends like you, sharing what’s going on in your
life.
(See attached photo of us and neighbor Marvie on Easter morning.)
In the past couple of days, the Lord has made it clear to us that
we should change our travel plan to the US:
--Instead of going to Dallas first, we should go directly to Ohio
and move into our house where we can self-quarantine.
--Accordingly, we have cancelled our airline tickets for Dallas
(waiting for the promised refund) and our order with a colleague
there who helps missionaries with used cars.
--Right now, our kids in North Canton, OH are in the process of
purchasing a used car for
us.
--Please pray with us about wisdom when to buy tickets,
and for what date. If only we knew when domestic flying in the
Philippines will resume! Our target is the first week of June,
Lord willing…
Meanwhile, we have work to finish here in the Philippines, and
we are learning more about waiting on the Lord and being content “in all situations.”
Thank you for hanging in there with us. We know God is in control, and we look forward to seeing what He’s going to accomplish
through this. Blessings, Ron & Donna

Although shipping International is not feasible right now we are able to send funds to
areas where orphans and adults will literally starve to death because of their lockdown situation. There are no pantries, refrigerators, freezers etc. in impoverished
areas where you only eat today if you work
today. While financially things could get
tedious here, I cannot sit idly by if we can do
something to help. God does not ask us to
give beyond our means, but He does ask us
to do what we can. We are hoping to do a
test run of sorts today to get funding to a
critical area where I know at least one orphan has died from starvation because of
the covid-19 lockdown in their
area. Our prayer lists are all
very long at this time. But if
you could say a little prayer
that these funds make it to
destination it would be much
appreciated! (Kim is Phyllis
Crossland’s niece.)

News, updates and prayer
requests from three of
Our Missionaries

Update from the Mindling’s

Dear Friends, Hi there to each of you. Hope that this note finds you all
well in the midst of this crazy time. Friday April 24th is the first official day to the start of Muslim month of
prayer and fasting, Ramadan. Perhaps you already have special prayer set up for reaching the Muslim world
during this coming month. For those who do not have something already set up, we would like to offer an opportunity for our supporting friends and churches to join with us to pray together as you are able Monday through
Friday for the next month at 12 noon for 15 minutes on the zoom link that is below. We will be using the '30
days of prayer for the Muslim World' which can be downloaded at this link: https://www.30daysprayer.com/
resources/downloads/. This is a time that we can join together in the great work that God is doing in the Muslim
world of calling many to Himself through an outpouring of visions and dreams. Please join us. Blessings,
Karen and Tim Mindling (more on page 7)
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News from the Deacons
The Deacons have decided to divide up the membership list so each of the five deacons have their members that they call or send cards during this pandemic. This is to make sure our members know they are
missed and loved, and also to see if there is anything we can do to assist them. The Deacons also are helping three of our church families with $100 Chief gift cards to help with groceries and supplies that they
need. We will continue to seek out those who need assistance and help as best we can. Jill purchased
enough groceries to replenish the Daily Bread grocery bags and Rhonda helped pack the ten bags, which
are kept in the utility room closet. Pastor Ian will now have these food bags available for those who come
to him for help with food. We feel blessed to be the hands and feet of Jesus .

News from Women’s Fellowship Board
The Women’s Fellowship Board has blessed the community recently by providing Chief gift cards to 12
Drug Court participants, with the help of Jane Nice and Judge Beckman.
They also blessed 7 local businesses with cash to share with employees, or to put toward business or family
bills, or to apply wherever it seemed wise to them at the moment: Fiesta Habaneros, Pancake House, Past
Time Cafe, Susie’s Family Bakery, Don & Perry’s, Paulding Progress and Paulding Post Office. Also on the
ladies’ list were 7 local hairstylists, and Dan Vogel’s wife, Connie, for travel or gas expenses as Dan recovers from Covid-19.

Prayer Shawls and Blankets
Children’s Worship Bags
When we return to regular services
in our sanctuary, the worship bags
for small children have been updated and refilled. Each has 2-3
books inside along with colors and
notepads to write in, a small stuffed
animal and a small toy. Pink ribbon
for girls and blue for boys is on each
bag. Feel free to use whenever
needed. They are located at the top
of the stairs going in to the annex.

There are about half a dozen prayers shawls, three of which are
for infants, available thanks to the industrious hands of our avid
knitters and those who crochet. If you are in need of one to comfort someone in need, please feel free to pick one up. They are
located in the west end of the annex outside Ian’s office.

Thank you for donating gift cards for the Drug Court reward
basket. It is perfect timing for them because they are meeting
by Zoom and Judge Beckman can easily mail gift cards to the
people who are 100 percent. We collected more than 50 cards!

Samuel
Henry

Do you know who created the worship
bags for our children, who replenished
them and keeps them looking fresh and
clean? Answer on page 7.
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How the Ferguson family feels about getting outside this
spring!
Volume 6, issue 4

Sue Crossland, along with Phyllis Crossland, keep the children’s worship bags
updated and ready to use..

Topic: Prayer for Ramadan
(From Mindlings)
Time: Apr 24, 2020 12:00 PM Eastern
Time (US and Canada)
Every week on Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri,
until May 22, 2020, - 21 occurrence(s)
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar
system.
Weekly: https://zoom.us/meeting/tJwqdey
vqj4sHde_uUpf1fU6A9SVVDooQKs/ics?icsToken=98tyKuCgqTkvHdCQ
th6ERow-B4joZ3wiCVdgqdYowrQEyYCZDagF7txBIRbH5Xf
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98725745673?pwd=VXF
VdWFZTHZ0d0RaSUsxa3EzRzRXUT09
Meeting ID: 987 2574 5673
Password: 7BFVn3
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State Degree Spotlight-

Sydney Reineck*
FFA Honors and Offices- 2018/19 Reporter, 2019/20 Vice President, 6th place
state public speaking 2019, 1st place district public speaking 2019 and 2020, 2nd place
district job interview 2018 and 2019, Gold rated
reporters book 2019
FFA Projects- My current SAE projects are raising and selling dairy
beef feeders and raising and selling mums. In the future, I hope to add
more mums to my project and potentially add other animals to the family farm.
Future Plans- My future plans are to attend Wilmington College and
major in either ag business with a minor in animal science or major in
biology to pursue a career in the physical therapy field.
What are the most valuable skills you've learned through FFA? I've
learned so much through FFA but one of the most valuable things I
have learned is how to carry on a conversation. FFA has taught me
how to listen to others and reflect on what they are saying before I
speak. Knowing how to not ramble is a great life skill. I love FFA for
all the lifelong skills it has taught me and the family it has helped me to
create.
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

Sunday School 9: 00
Worship Music 10:15
Worship Service 10:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
Paulding OH 45879

