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Thoughts from Ian... 
Something to 

Consider 

Hebrews 12: 3 

“Consider him 

who endured 

such opposition 

from sinners, so 

that you will not grow weary and 

lose heart.” 

I don’t like to think about suffer-

ing. Why would I? I don’t enjoy 

suffering. It is not pleasant. It 

does not relax me. Yet, we are in 

the season of Lent and during 

Lent we reflect on suffering. 

First, we reflect on the suffering 

of our Savior, Jesus. The book of 

Hebrews reminds us who we 

should reflect on Jesus’ suffer-

ing. As Hebrews 12:3a com-

mands, “Consider him who en-

dured such opposition from sin-

ners.” The “him” of this verse is 

Jesus, who (v.2) “for the joy set 

before him he endured the 

cross.” Jesus not only endured 

the cross, but he was betrayed 

and rejected by his friends. He 

endured a mock trial and was 

rejected by his people. He was 

cruelly beaten and tortured. And 

yes, suffered and died on the 

cross at the hands of those he 

created. But why should we take 

time to consider such horrific suf-

fering?  

We should consider the suffering 

of Jesus because it is an encour-

agement in our perseverance. He-

brews 12:3b continues by telling us 

that one of the purposes of reflect-

ing on Jesus’ suffering is so that 

we “will not grow weary and lose 

heart.” Remembering what God 

has done is a great encourage-

ment in our faith. The greatest 

thing God the Son has done for us 

is suffer and die for our sins on the 

cross. We should remember 

Christ’s love and perseverance 

and it will help us to not lose heart. 

Jonathan Edwards puts it like this: 

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Je-

sus “had then a near view of that 

furnace of wrath, into which he was 

to be cast; he was brought to the 

mouth of the furnace that he might 

look into it, and stand and view its 

raging flames, and see the glow-

ings of its heat, that he might know 

where he was going and what he 

was about to suffer…There are two 

things that render Christ’s love 

wonderful: 1. That he should be 

willing to endure sufferings that 

were go great; and 2. That he 

should be willing to endure them to 

make atonement for wickedness 

that was so 

great.” 

Jesus 

looked into 

the coming 

wrath of 

God on the 

cross and still chose it over 

letting sin swallow you 

whole. What great love Je-

sus has for you that he en-

dured such suffering to save 

you! Let this truth be an en-

couragement to your life 

with God. 

This season of Lent, our 

church will take time to 

“consider him who endured 

such opposition” so that we 

will not grow weary and lose 

heart. You are invited to join 

our celebration of Lent. We 

have started our Lenten 

lunches every Wednesday 

from noon to 1:00pm at 

Paulding First Presbyterian 

Church (FPC). We gathered 

for Ash Wednesday, reflect-

ing on Psalm 90 and our 

mortality in light of God’s 

eternity. We will continue to 

gather at Paulding FPC on 

Wednesday night for a meal 

at 5:30pm and a short devo-

tional from 6:15-7:00pm with 

Ray Vander Laan’s DVD 

series called “Walking with 

God in the Desert.”  



March Birthdays 

1st - Becky Mayer 

3rd - Marcia Brune 

4th - Chris Henson 

6th - Anna Karlstadt 

8th - Tiffany Razo 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

 
 

3 
 

4 

Divine Mercy 

Noon meal 
 

Adult Sunday 

School class eve-
ning meal 

 

No choir practice 

5 
 

 
 
 

N.A. meeting at    
7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 

 
 

Communion 

9 

 

 

10 
 

 
 

11 

 

 
First Christian 

Noon meal 

Deacons evening 
meal 

 

Choir practice 

12 
 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

13 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 

 
 
 

16 
 

 

17 

 
 

 

 

Session 7:00 

 
 

18 

 

 
St. Paul Lutheran 

Noon meal 

 
 

 

Choir practice 
7:00 

19 
 

 
 

N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       
Youth Lounge  

20 
 

 
 

21 
 
 
 

22           
 

 
 

 

23 
 

 
 
 

 
 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Writers’ Group 7:00  

25 

 
Nazarene Church 

Noon meal 
Choir members 

Evening meal 
Choir practice 

 

 

26 

 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

27 

 
 
 

28 
 

 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 
 
 

31 

  

 

 
 

April 1 
 

 

United Methodist 
Noon meal 

Session members 
Evening meal 
Choir practice 

 

   

March 2020 

We have new people that I have no 

birthday or anniversary information 

for, we love including everyone.  Please 

give info to the office. 

11th - Dick Paulus 

10th - Sarah Buzzell Morgan 

16th - Kristen Razo 

16th – Ian Ferguson 

21st - Danielle Pennington 

Haas 

23rd -    Kim Mileto  

23rd - Olivia Henson 

24th - Kayleigh St. John 
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At the February Session meeting (2/18/2020), elders:  

 

*accepted the newly-created ‘committee job descrip-

tion’ to be inserted in the church’s Policy Manual for 

Women’s Fellowship Board. The descriptions for all 

the committees will be reviewed over the course of 

several months, with the goal of having that section of 

the manual updated during 2020. 

 

*noted that new members Jeff and Becky Riley were 

received during worship on Jan. 26. Several more peo-

ple interested in membership will be meeting with eld-

ers after the supper/worship on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 

26.  

 

*learned that the church directory is nearing comple-

tion. It will be accessible online, and paper copies will 

also be available. 

 

*heard that the final 5th Quarter for 2019-2020 would 

be held Feb. 21, with St. Paul Lutheran Church in the 

lead, since Pastor Ian will be at Presbytery. Ian and 

Alissa also competed in the Chamber Chili Cookoff, 

but did not bring home the trophy for a 3rd year run-

ning! 

 

*talked with Pastor Ian about setting a date for a Ses-

sion retreat this year, and looked at a couple of possible 

dates in the summer. 

 

*heard that the Congregational Life committee met 

recently to create an overview of activities for 2020. 

(see separate article). 

 

*elected Barb Searing and Paul Punches to serve as 

commissioners to the Midwest Presbytery meeting on 

Feb. 21-22 in Lebanon, OH. They will attend with Pas-

tor Ian, and will have the privilege of hearing Andrew 

and Norine Brunson speak. The Brunsons served as 

missionaries in Turkey for 23 years without incident, 

and then were arrested. Andrew served 2 years in Turk-

ish prison, and our church prayed for him and his re-

lease. 

 

*were reminded that the nominating committee (elders 

Larry F and Bud K) will be seeking a deacon to return 

the Board of Deacons to six members. Please give this 

your prayerful consideration. 

 

*encouraged Pastor Ian to set a time for Mary McMas-

ter to be installed as a deacon, at his and her conven-

ience. 

 

*agreed to serve the Lenten Supper on Wed., April 1. 

 

*approved a Lenten Season Gift Card Drive to benefit the Drug 

Court. Cards in $5 denominations from local businesses are 

sought for the Reward Basket at the Court. 

 

*agreed to have the Gideons use our Fellowship Hall for their 

Rally on Sunday morning, March 8 from 7-8 am before their 

members go out to visit area congregations that day. 

 

*heard from Clerk Barb Searing that two annual, electronic 

clerical tasks had been completed in a timely fashion: our 

church’s minutes were submitted to the Midwest Presbytery for 

review, and the Annual Statistical Report for the denomination 

(EPC) was submitted. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Barb Searing Clerk 

 

 

Organizational Matters for 2020 (repeat) 

 

At the January 21st Session meeting, Barb Searing 

was again appointed as clerk, and Carol Razo as treas-

urer.  
 

Committee assignments for elders are: 

Christian Education: Bud Koenig 

Worship: Sue Crossland 

Personnel: Bud Koenig 

Missions: Larry Fishbaugh 

Finance: Matt Reineck 

Nominating co-elders: Larry Fishbaugh & Bud Koenig 

Congregational Life: Barb Searing 

Property co-elders: Sue Crossland & Matt Reineck 

(Bud Koenig is the person to talk to for observed 

needs) 

Women’s Board: Barb Searing 
 

Please note that the elder on each committee is the conduit to 

Session, and does not necessarily chair the committee.  

 

If you have an interest in various areas and wish to contrib-

ute or serve on a committee, these are the people to talk to! 

Any committee would welcome your participation.  
 

Submitted by Barb Searing, Clerk of Session 

Donate to the                                      

Caring & Sharing 

Food Pantry 

The need is great during winter. Please donate any 

item that you think you might use in your home as 

that same item will be needed in most homes. Also 

needed are personal hygiene items, household clean-

ers and paper product. 
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Ash Wednesday: February 26th Noon meal served by the 

Presbyterian Church, mediation by Pastor Ian Ferguson  

Evening meal at 5:30, Women’s Fellowship, Ash Wednesday   

mediation by Pastor Ian 

Wednesday March 4th: noon meal by Divine Mercy               

Evening meal by Adult Sunday School class 

Wednesday March 11: noon meal by First Christian Church  

Evening meal by the Deacons 

Wednesday March 18: noon meal by St. Paul Lutheran  

Wednesday March 25: noon meal of Paulding Nazarene     

Evening meal by Choir members 

Wednesday April 1: noon meal by United Methodist Church   

Evening meal by Session members 

Palm Sunday April 5 

Maundy Thursday April 9, evening service here 

Good Friday April 10, Church of the Nazarene at noon 

Easter Sunday April 12, United Methodist at 7:30 AM 

 

Guess who cooked all the chicken 

noodle soup for our first Lenten 

Meal. Answer on page 7 

 Schedule for Lent 2020 

 Help our less fortunate Paulding neighbors afford their utilities this  

winter. Contributions will be rolled into one check by the church and  

forwarded to the Paulding County office of Northwest Ohio Community 

Action which will administer the funds to Paulding families for utilities, 

rent, or emergency services. Checks should be made out to the church, 

please put Warm Hearts/Warm Homes in the memo line. 100% of these 

funds will be used in Paulding County. The Women’s Fellowship Board, 

which started this project in 2005, will match donations made during 

February and March, up to $1000. Thank you  

Make your dollar count:                                            

Matching funds for donations up to $1,000.00        

Warm Hearts/Warm Homes 

During the Lenten season, 

we are once again doing a $5 

gift card drive (from Paulding 

businesses only) to stock the 

drug court reward basket. The participants 

really appreciate these! 

 

Please buy gift cards and place them in the 

box at the top of the stairs throughout Lent.  

Drug Court Gift Basket 

Kick off for Paulding County’s 

Bi-centennial  

The kick off was held Wednesday Evening, 

February 12th at the Branch Christian Fel-

lowship Church. Participating in the plan-

ning and all the work were our own Jane 

Nice and Stan Searing. 
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Above from left: Doug Radel. Dan Straley, Ian Ferguson, Carol Razo, 

Erin Karlstadt and Jaziel Castillo  

The Team Representing First Presbyterian 

Cooking breakfast for the children 

Preparing for the carnival 

roofing Sanding and scraping 

The carnival 

Repair work 

painting 

Ian and Eric  



 

 

The Congregational Life committee met recently to 

broadly outline some activities for our church family dur-

ing the coming year. Pencil these on your calendar, if you 

like, so you can ‘save the date’, as they say, lend a helping 

hand, or simply attend! Willing hands are always wel-

come. More details to come as the dates get closer. 

 

- Feb. 26-April 1st  Lenten Suppers each Wednesday eve-

ning at 5:30 pm, with worship to follow. 

 

- June sometime - a family outing   

 (perhaps a Tin Caps game?) 

 

Fri., July 17 - ice cream during the Paulding Summer Blast 

(fka John Paulding Days)  

  Thank you, Women’s Fellowship Board 

 

Wed., Aug. 5 - Sun., Aug. 9 127 Garage Sale.....the 

“World’s Longest Garage Sale”    

Thank you, Brent Fishbaugh 

 

- Fri., Sept. 19 through Sun., Sept. 20 chili booth at the 

Flat Rock Creek Fall Festival 

   

 

Thank you, Dave and Jane Nice 

 

- Sun., Oct. 11  our church’s 145th birthday celebration 

AND Clergy Appreciation 

  Thank you, Jane Nice and Carol Razo 

 

- October sometime - Fall Family Fun Fest at Searing’s 

pond  

  Thank you, Stan and Barb Searing 

 

- mid-November - perhaps a tree in the Festival of Trees at 

John Paulding Historical Society  

  (anyone?, anyone?) 

 

Sun., Nov. 29 - Sun., Dec. 20 

Four Sundays of  Advent, plus 

12/24 Christmas Eve  

 

 

Questions? Comments? Ideas?  

Touch base with Congregational 

Life elder Barb Searing. 

 

Congregational Life 
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Nursery is an important ministry of 

the church. 

Erin and 1-yr-old Amelia check out 

some goodies together  

Andrew Brunson speaking at                  

Midwest Presbytery, Lebanon, OH                         

February 21, 2020 

Have you read his book God’s Hostage? It’s 

in our church library. 
Darla Cline cooked all the 

soup. Desserts came from 

several others. 

2nd Annual 

Autism Fair 

Saturday April 4th 

Payne Church  

of the Nazarene 

9:30 am to 1:00 pm 

ABA Tips and Tricks 

on the 30, Manda 

Schmidt, RBT 

Fun Sensory Stations 

are available to assist 

children while adults 

explore some of the 11 

vendors 

Lunch provided, free 

will donation 
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Thank you for the  

Christmas Gifts for 

the kids! 



 

Sunday School 9: 00                                                                           

Worship Music  10:15                 

Worship Service 10:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry,  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new) 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website) 

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 


