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A small, white chapel nestled 

into the edge of a forest. A brook 

runs alongside the chapel and a 

footpath leads deeper into the 

wood. Mists hint that cool Au-

tumn mornings are on their way 

as roses climb up the side of the 

church. Wildflowers splash out 

on the forest floor and colored 

glass in the church windows tell 

of worshipers inside celebrating. 

This is the scene of The Forest 

Chapel by Thomas Kinkade. It 

is the second in his series, 

Chapels of Nature. In an inter-

view about the painting, he 

shared that it was the first time 

he painted stained glass. This 

chapel, with its stained glass 

and at the edge of a forest, re-

minds me of our church here in 

Paulding as it was described by 

the early church leader Joseph 

R. Ross. 

As Jane Nice tells in her history 

of the church, quoting Ross, “In 

1875 Paulding’s population was 

less than 500, and the commu-

nity had fewer than 1,500 peo-

ple in a ten-mile radius. ‘The big 

woods came to the very portals 

of the town and there were 

scarcely any means of contact-

ing the outside world.’” We were 

a small church with stained 

glassed windows at the edge of 

a forest. 

Last week, Rachel Paradiso 

gifted Thomas Kindade’s The 

Forest Chapel to our church. 

Since Rachel has passed, her 

daughter, Jennifer, presented 

the painting to us. It was won-

derful to hear Jennifer remi-

nisce about her mother and 

grandmother, Isabel Bowyer.  

Some of you may remember Isa-

bel. She had celebrated her 75-

year membership with Paulding 

Presbyterian Church in 1990. 

Rachel wanted us to have the 

painting because it always re-

minder her of this church and 

she thought of our church as 

hers. What a beautiful gift to 

our church. 

Did you know that God cares 

about art? You may not think so 

looking at modern church build-

ings. So many Christian spaces 

have become utilitarian, de-

signed to be practical instead of 

attractive. This is far from the 

description of sacred spaces in 

the Bible. When God com-

manded Moses to make the tab-

ernacle, Moses was to use fine 

cloth, find wood, and precious 

gems to make a beautiful struc-

ture. Candlesticks were made of 

pure gold and made to look like 

flowers.  The Temple was also 

designed by God with great art 

in mind. For example, the Tem-

ple was covered in a mosaic of 

precious stones. Free standing 

columns were carved with beau-

tiful craftsmanship. Cherubim 

were carved into the walls. Art 

was everywhere in the places of 

worship God designed. 

Art spills into our sacred texts 

as well. Poems and songs fill the 

pages of scripture. In Exodus 

15, the Hebrews sang after they 

were rescued from Pharaoh’s 

army. Instruments were made 

to worship God (1 Chronicles 

23:5). God’s people worship with 

dancing (Psalm 149:3). Biblical 

figures, such as Mary, wrote 

songs and sing (Luke 1:47). 

Jesus is the king of kings and 

lord of lords. Jesus rules over all 

areas of culture, including the 

arts. Abraham Kuyper once 

said, “There is not one square 

inch in the whole domain of our 

human existence over which 

Christ, who is sovereign over 

all, does not cry: "Mine!" This 

includes the area of human 

creativity and beauty. Yes, God 

cares about art. 

Art has a place in our churches 

and our homes. Christians 

should make good art and cele-

brate good art. We are grateful 

for Rachel Paradiso’s gift. Once 

it is displayed, you should come 

and take a look. Take some time 

to poke around the church and 

appreciate the art and architec-

ture. Take another look around 

the art in your own home. Cele-

brate good art because God 

does. 
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June 2021 

22nd Lauren Hill 

June Anniversaries: 

3rd - Paul & Martha Punches 

5th - Ian and Alissa Ferguson 

8th Todd & Lisa Searing 

12th Bud & Cindy Koenig 

12th Garrett and Maely Alexander 

16th Bill & Becky Hurtig 

17th Chuck & Cara Lou Strahley  

22nd Matt & Linda Reineck 

26th Terry & Marlene Buehler 

June Birthdays: 

3rd Carol Razo 

9th Samantha Alexander 

10th Joy Nice Coughlin 

11th Rhonda Smalley 

18th Patty Radel                
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The May 18th regular Session meeting was 

held in the Fellowship Hall of Paulding First 

Presbyterian Church (EPC), in Paulding, Ohio 

at 7:00pm. 

Present were Ruling Elders: Sue Crossland, 

Ruby Crossland, Larry Fishbaugh, Alex 

Straley, and Matt Reineck and Teaching Elder 

Ian Ferguson. 

The meeting was opened and closed with 

prayer by Pastor Ian Ferguson. 

A motion was passed to have Communion 

during worship the first Sunday of every 

month from now until the end of 2021. Pastor 

Ian will also provide Communion in homes as 

he sees fit. 

A motion was seconded and passed to allow 

Brent Fishbaugh to operate the 127 Garage 

Sale following new guidelines set forth. This 

will be held August 5-6, 2021. Contact Brent 

with any questions regarding this event. He 

will once again be renting out spaces on our 

Session  Highlights   parking lot for vendors. 

Reminders were given regarding the new Worship/

Sunday School hours beginning May 30. Sunday School 

will start at 9:30 with Worship following at 10:30. 

Discussion was held as to how our congregation should 

participate in the Summer Blast (previously John 

Paulding Days) on July 16th. If anyone has ideas or would 

like to help plan an activity for this event please contact 

Pastor Ian or Ruby Crossland. 

Ruby Crossland,  Clerk of Session 

Ian Ferguson, Moderator   

 

  The Forest Chapel. Chapels of Nature 11           

 A Thomas Kinkaid Painting 

This beautiful Kinkaid painting was a gift 

from Rachel Paradiso, daughter of Isabel 

Boyer, and presented by Jennifer Paradiso, 

daughter of Rachel. A granddaughter of Ra-

chel’s, Sophia, came with her Aunt Jennifer 

to visit the church, and her great grand-

mother’s hometown. 

From left to right, in both photos, are Sue 

Paulus, Susan Crossland, Ian Ferguson,    

Jennifer Paradiso and Sophia. 
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Prayer Requests 

Phyllis Crossland                                                

All fathers, past and present.                            

Joe Den Herder, rehab                                  

Steve Grove, serious health issues                                            

Micah Stallkamp, 6 mo old, not gaining weight 

and growing                                                       

Pat Ross, vascular inflammation, treatment at 

Cleveland Clinic                                                    

Jim Stewart, staying with his daughter in       

Columbus who is a registered nurse   

Rita Stewart, was hospitalized with bleeding 

and diverticulitis                                             

Dave Foltz, still waiting for double lung trans-

plant, plus heart transplant                                       

Paul Punches                                                         

Jim Smith                                                             

Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother              

June Koenig                                                       

The family of Scott Keck                                        

The family of Karen Straley                                

The family of Bob Helle                                        

The family of Isaac Miller                                   

The family of Mick Boundy 

So many battling various cancers:                  

Ken Wagner    John Relyea                                 

Bob Egler              Mary Becker                   

Jill Miller                   Joe Bowyer                   

Kyle Schlatter            Nancy Stoller       

Bob Noneman             Lacey Radel                       

Kevin Hanenkratt     Denny Lengacher       

  

Pray this week for:                                          

Daryl, Paulding Drug Court participant                    

All county graduating seniors, pray for their 

safety as they celebrate 

Praise: A beautiful Pentecost service. Thank 

you, Lord for pouring your Holy Spirit out on 

this day of celebration 

Sydney Reineck graduated on May 23, 2021. 

l 

“Being Christian is not first of all a doctrine 

or a moral ideal; it is a living relationship 

with Him, with the Risen Lord: we look at 

Him, we touch Him, we are nourished by Him 

and, transformed by His Love, we look at, 

touch and nourish others as brothers and sis-

ters. May He help us to live this experience of 

grace.” Pope Francis Psalm 87 

As they stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, 

the Israelites not only agreed to partner 

with God by worshipping Him as King, 

they also took on a mission: become a king-

dom of priests in a prodigal world. This 

had been God’s plan for His people from 

the time He called Abraham out of Ur, a 

mission that would forever characterize 

Abraham’s descendants and one which Je-

sus would renew with His own ministry. 

Follow the rabbi through Israel and Jor-

dan, scaling mountains in the Sinai and 

exploring the ancient cities of the Decapo-

lis as you unpack what it means to be a 

kingdom of priests today.  

Join us Sunday morning at 9:00 am or 

Wednesday evening at 7:00 pm over Zoom 

for this 5 part series.  
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From treasurer, Carol Razo 

Ladies Do Lunch  

    Tuesday, June 8th at noon, Paulding Pancake House 

No sign up sheet, No “program” or “activity”, Just come! 

Order what you like off the menu and visit with your "church 
lady” friends 

Bring a friend, or maybe offer to pick up someone who might not 
otherwise come 

As of this writing, masks are required to enter the Pancake 
House. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone there 

 

The Women’s Group is working on planning several events 

for this summer. Watch this space! 

 

 



Page 6 Cornerstone News 

A proud, scary, tearful mom moment, when you 

bring lunch to the field and you realize your son is 

discing all on his own, by himself and pretty dang 

proud of himself! I’m thankful he has so many 

role models around him to teach him and foster 

his passion. (Christy Stoller) 

Tucker Stoller in the Fields, 

Working on His Own! 

 

 

Beginning with Memorial Day weekend, Sunday May 30th, 

Children’s Church will be back. We need volunteers to as-

sist, and possibly to lead as no one person can be expected 

to do that every Sunday. Please help, and thank you! 

And, watch for signs that 

the nursery is ready to 

reopen following our 

COVID church shut-

down. Plans are being 

made, people are talking, 

it won’t be long. Volun-

teers are also needed for 

this ministry. 

Post COVID Security 

You should know that only the corner (Cherry/Caroline St) door, the ramp doors, and the 

kitchen door will be open on Sunday mornings.  The corner door and kitchen door will be 

locked again once worship begins but the ramp doors will remain open.  This is a security 

issue session had discussed before the Covid crisis began so now is a good time to continue 

some of this since we have already been somewhat locked down. 
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 Favorite Bible Verses 

Do you have a favorite verse that you 

might be willing to share with the con-

gregation? A few summers ago, we had 

people read a verse and tell briefly why 

it is a favorite. The response was en-

couraging to both reader and listener, so 

we want to do it again. If a word or two 

of a verse jumps at you as you read this, 

you are ready to share your favorite. 

Please volunteer through either  Pastor 

Ian or Sue Paulus, Secretary.  If you 

don’t volunteer, expect someone to ask..  

New  

Friends 

At a recent trip to the Columbus 

Zoo, Kristen Razo met a new 

friend, a very young baby giraffe.  

 

The Baby       

Whisperer, Rhee      

Adams holds our 

beautiful Brynn 

Ferguson. The 

look on her face 

says Brynn might 

see her mama 

near by. 

4 Years: My daddy can do anything. 

7 Years: My dad knows a lot, a whole lot. 

8 Years: My father doesn’t quite know 

everything. 

12 Years: Oh well, naturally Father does-

n’t know everything. 

14 Years: Father? Hopelessly old-

fashioned. 

21 Years: Oh that man is out of date. 

What did you expect? 

25 Years: He knows a little bit about it, 

but not much. 

30 Years: Must find out what Dad thinks 

about it. 

35 Years: A little patience, let’s get Dad’s 

meaning first. 

50 Years: What would Dad have thought 

about it? 

60 Years: My dad knew 

literally everything. 

65 Years: I wish I could 

talk it over with Dad 

once more  

Fathers 

Author unknown 
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NOCAC offers the following programs:  this information on Alzheimer’s Disease came 

from Amy McMaster  

Throughout June, the Alzheimer’s Association Northwest Ohio Chapter will be presenting a 

variety of virtual educational programs to help the community and families impacted by the 

disease. 

These presentations cover a variety of topics and occur at different times during the day and 

early evening via videoconferencing to allow individuals to participate in the convenience of 

their homes. They will discuss topics such as what Alzheimer's disease is, warning signs to 

look for, surviving difficult behaviors, and how to have those difficult conversations. We will 

even help you have a healthy brain! We have a very special program all about Lewy Body De-

mentia on June 3rd that you don't want to miss! 

The programs are very helpful for anyone experiencing signs of memory loss, their family 

members who may be concerned, and community members looking for more education.  

We are also hosting two volunteer recruitment events so if you are interested in helping us 

further our mission of outreach, sign up today!! 

All programs are free and open to the public. Registration is required. To register for the pro-

gram, call 800.272.3900 

Dementia Conversations with Dr. Scharre: Lewy Body Dementia and the Robin Williams 

Story June 3 11am 

  

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia June 3 6pm 

  

Healthy Living for Brain and Body June 7 6pm 

  

Understanding/Responding to Dementia Behavior/Practical Survival Tips June 8 2pm 

  

Dementia Conversations June 8 6:30 pm 

  

Healthy Living for Brain and Body June 9 11am 

  

Volunteer Recruitment Event June 10 5pm 

  

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia June 14 5pm 

  

Effective Communication Strategies June 15 6:30pm 

  

10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer's June 16 2pm 

  

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia June 21 11am 

  

Dementia Conversations June 23 3pm 

  

Healthy Living for Brain and Body June 24 5pm 

  
Effective Communication Strategies June 25 1pm 
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Graduation 2021 

 

Our own Sydney Reineck 

graduated this month from 

Paulding High School. She 

received a Bible from the 

church during the service, 

received her diploma that 

afternoon. 

Julia Fife was sworn in to the 

Ohio National Guard a couple of 

weeks ago.  

National Guard Inductee 



 

                                                                            

Sunday School at 9.00  

Worship Service 10:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com 
Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

 


