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Thoughts from Ian...

Every year, it is expected that I
(Ian) attend denominational
presbytery meetings (regional)
and General Assembly (global).
I sometimes refer to this annual
meeting as GA. Elders are encouraged to attend as well and
the Evangelical Presbyterian
Church allows a congregation 2
elders to vote for every voting
pastor at these meetings. It
takes time, energy, and money
to attend these events but it is
worth the effort. For some of
you who may not be familiar
with the value of a denomination, let me share with you why
being connected to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church (EPC)
is both Biblical and healthy.
To Ensure Pastors Are
Called By God And Meet
Biblical Standards: Pastors
can be a source of great harm or
blessing to a local church and
its people. This is a reason for
the high qualifications listed in
Scripture (Ex. Titus 1). Because
of this, there should be a rigorous, time-tested, Biblically
faithful process by which people
are ordained as pastors. In
scripture, people are appointed

as elders (Acts 14:23), they do
not merely proclaim themselves
to be. Denominations provide
for the credentialing and ordination of people in a way that
seminaries, fellowships,
and independency alone can’t.
For Accountability: The Biblical example (see Acts 15) and
the example in the early church
is one of where local churches
have accountability over them.
Belonging to a denomination
that can reprimand and/or discipline them allows us to be faithful to how the Bible calls us to
operate and how the early
church functioned. The life of a
follower of Jesus is not meant to
be done alone. In the same way,
the ministry of the local church
is not to be done alone.
To Ensure Theological
Faithfulness: Denominations
have some form of essential beliefs that must be upheld by
those in its’ community. If a
church or a pastor started to
wander from Biblical truth, the
denomination can be called
upon to step in and offer support, correction, and discipline.
To Protect the pastor from
church-abuse and to protect a
church from pastor-abuse.
For Shared Mission/
Increased Mission: More can
be done together (church planting, sending/supporting fulltime missionaries, relating with
the greater Church around the
world). Being attached to a larger group helps a local congregation to keep its eyes from fo-

cusing too much on themselves
and their immediate area and
not enough on the world and
being part of God’s larger mission. Denominations can help us
fulfill in a greater way Jesus’
desire for His people to be in
unity.
For Legal Protection: Official positions taken by a denominational on hot button issues can answer why we can’t
do “x, y, or z”. The EPC helps us
in navigating everything from
taxes to insurance.
For Mutual Encouragement
and Support: Every pastor and
church needs to know they are
not alone. Fellowship with other
pastors or with other churches
should be a benefit found in being part of a denomination. Of
course, this is only found if one
participates.
For Assistance/Resources
for ongoing training is a
benefit denominations can provide, though too often pastor
and local congregations may not
take full advantage of what is
available. Best practices can be
shared as we learn best from
one another.
I look forward to reporting back
on this
year’s
GA.
Thank
you for
your
prayers
and support.
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July Birthdays:
5th - Chloe Verfaillie
12th -Isaac Nice
16th - Kacie Karlstadt
16th - Rob Henson
18th - Ruth Eschbach

20th - Ethan Hill
25th - Ruby Crossland
25th - Rachel Razo
28th - Becky Hurtig
Anniversaries:
15th - Chris & Gretchen Futey

NA meets at
7:30

17th – Jeff & Becky Riley
18th – Clete and Audrey Stechschulte
25th - Dave & Jane Nice
30th - Dan & Susan Kayser

Session Highlights
June Session Meeting
The June 15th regular Session meeting was
held in the Fellowship Hall of Paulding
First Presbyterian Church (EPC), in
Paulding, Ohio, at 7:00pm.
Present were Ruling Elders: Sue Crossland,
Ruby Crossland, Larry Fishbaugh, Alex
Straley, and Matt Reineck and Teaching
Elder Ian Ferguson.
It was mentioned that several compliments
have been received regarding the new tables and benches at the pavilion.

Favorite Bible Verses
Do you have a favorite verse that you
might be willing to share with the congregation? A few summers ago, we had people
read a verse and tell briefly why it is a favorite. The response was encouraging to
both reader and listener, so we want to do
it again. If a word or two of a verse jumps
at you as you read this, you are ready to
share your favorite. You may read from
your seat or from the pulpit. Please volunteer through either Pastor Ian or Sue
Paulus, worship committee. If you don’t
volunteer, expect someone to ask.

Committee updates:
Property- the church van was sold in May,
work is still being done on the Caserta
property, more tables are coming for the
pavilion, and we may have to consider sidewalk repairs in the future. In old news…
the church van has been sold.
Congregational Life- During a meeting of
volunteers it was decided that we will be
sponsoring a face-painting booth during the
Summer Blast in Paulding on July 16th.
(Please refer to the separate article regarding this in the newsletter.)

Children’s Church is back. Thank you, Alissa
We need volunteers to assist, and possibly to
lead as no one person can be expected to do
that every Sunday. Please help, and thank
you!

Ruby Crossland, Clerk of Session
Ian Ferguson, Moderator
Our Congregational Life Committee will be sponsoring a Face Painting booth at the
Paulding Summer Blast, July 16th, in the Kids’ Zone (Main Street by the Courthouse). According
to the committee in charge of the Summer Blast the Kids’ zone will be open after the parade, so
sometime around 7:00/7:30pm the fun will begin!!! Three lovely ladies from our church (Rhee Adams, Erin Karlstadt and Kristen Razo) have graciously offered to do the painting and our own
Pastor Ian has volunteered to apply temporary tattoos to those who might prefer them. Our
group will be having a meeting to finalize these plans on
Monday, June 28th, at 7:00pm for ANYONE OUT THERE
willing to be a part of this event or any other activities we
may attempt in the future!! You may text Ruby Crossland at
419-399-3497 if you have any ideas/suggestions or simply
want to be involved in our next venture!!!
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Reservations are
needed! Please reply
no later Sunday, July
18th to Sue Paulus or
Barb Searing. This will
give Brenda a number
so she knows how
many boards she needs
to prepare for us.

Ladies Do Lunch
Wednesday July 21st
Fellowship hall at noon
Lunch at noon will be an assortment of sandwiches
ordered from Subway. Work on Friendship/Memory
board will begin at 1:00.
Come for lunch only, come for craft only, come for
both. Just come join the conversation and fun!
Brenda Hill will
be bringing our
craft to us, with
instruction and
help as needed.
Each of us will
contribute
$12.00 to offset
Brenda’s cost.

Razo’s Backyard
Above a is picture of Nick
Johnson reading in a
kayak as kittens look on, to the right Tiffany
Razo has a dazed woodpecker clinging to her.
The woodpecker was stunned after it flew into
a window, Tiffany picked the bird up. Not having enough strength to fly away, it went only
as far as her hip, hanging on for dear life.

Watch for signs that the nursery is ready
to reopen following our COVID shut-down.
Plans are being made,
people are talking, it
won’t be long. Volunteers are also needed
for this ministry.

Ladies Do Lunch
in June at the Pancake House.
These pictures are very candid
and not posed. Can you name
the women in them?
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From treasurer, Carol Razo

As they stood at the foot of Mount Sinai, the Israelites not only agreed to partner with God by worshipping Him as King, they also took on a mission: become a kingdom of priests in a prodigal world. This
had been God’s plan for His people from the time He
called Abraham out of Ur, a mission that would forever characterize Abraham’s descendants and one
which Jesus would renew with His own ministry. Follow the rabbi through Israel and Jordan, scaling
mountains in the Sinai and exploring the ancient cities of the Decapolis as you unpack what it means to
be a kingdom of priests today.
Join us Sunday morning at 9:00 am or Wednesday
evening at 7:00 pm over Zoom for this 5 part series.

Sunday School and Wednesday Night Study
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Drug Court Celebration

Drug Court recently celebrated its
40th graduate, Aaron McMillan, (in center
wearing a Michigan t-shirt) as well as a January graduate, Mandy Hopkins, (in a black tshirt standing next to Judge Tiffany Beckman who is far left) with a lunch at our church’s
garage pavilion. July marks the fourth year that our church has hosted weekly Narcotics
Anonymous meetings in our basement. Please continue to pray for all of the participants in
Drug Court, as well as the program’s graduates, their families, Westwood, and the judge.
They all appreciate the support from the Presbyterian Church.
The 127 Yard Sale is Aug 5-8 (Aug 4-7 for us).
Please consider donations while cleaning up this
summer. We raised more than $1000 for mission programs last year. Donations will be accepted the week before and by appointment
(details to follow). We'll take pretty much anything, though donations in clean and usable condition are especially useful. Spaces are available
from Wednesday, August 4, through Saturday,
August 7, with setup beginning Tuesday, August 3. 20-by-20 foot and 20-by-30 foot spaces
are available and rent for $25 and $35 respectively. Table rental is also available. This highly
visible site, located on the corner of US 127 and
West Caroline Street, sold out quickly last year.
Dealers often rent multiple spaces. Potential
renters should contact Event Coordinator Brent
Fishbaugh at (419) 378-2068 or the First Presbyterian Church of Paulding, Ohio at (419) 3992438. Renters may also stop in to the church
during office hours to pick up a rental agreement and reserve a space.
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Happy Father’s Day, Dave!
From left: Joy Coughlin, Audrey Stechschute,
Claire Coughlin and Dave Nice
Dave with three of his favorites!
Cornerstone News

Page 7

Vulume 7, Issue 7

First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9.00
Worship Service 10:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

