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Thoughts from Ian...
July 2020 Newsletter
Jonah 2:2 “…From
the depths of the grave
I called for help, and
you listened to my
cry.”
We are in a season of
national loneliness
and isolation. Nursing homes have restricted visitors. Those who may have
been exposed are put into two-week quarantines. People are isolated. For many of
us, our homes have become towers of solitude. Yet, loneliness and isolation in
America did not begin with COVID-19.
In a recent TIME magazine article, COVID-19 Is Making America's Loneliness Epidemic Even Worse, Jamie Ducharme wrote “Even before the COVID-19
pandemic, public-health experts were concerned about an epidemic of loneliness in
the U.S . . . Since lockdowns and stay-athome orders were instated, roughly a third
of American adults report feeling lonelier
than usual. Another survey put the number even higher, at 47%. If the stereotype
of a lonely person is a frail, elderly adult
who lives alone, the coronavirus pandemic
has exposed the truth that was there all
along: anyone, anywhere, of any age can
experience loneliness.”
In Jonah chapter 2, Jonah was
experiencing his own stint of isolation and
loneliness. Jonah was far from family and
friends. After fleeing his homeland, he
soon found himself far from any human.
He was in the belly of a great fish, what he
called the “depths of the grave.” It was not
until Jonah was alone and reflecting on
his life choices that he began to pray. It is
the prayer of the isolated in a fearful situation.
Jonah recognizes God had placed
him in this state. He says, “You hurled me
into the deep, into the very heart of the

seas, and the currents swirled about me;
all your waves and breakers swept over
me.” He knows God hears, saying “In my
distress I called to the LORD, and he
answered me. From the depths of the
grave I called for help, and you listened
to my cry.” He had knew the danger he
was in, crying out “The engulfing waters
threatened me, the deep surrounded me;
seaweed was wrapped around my head.
To the roots of the mountains I sank
down; the earth beneath barred me in
forever.” And yet, he remembers God’s
salvation, “But you brought my life up
from the pit, O LORD my God… Those
who cling to worthless idols forfeit the
grace that could be theirs…Salvation
comes from the LORD.”
This prayer of a rebellious
prophet in a time of isolation should give
us hope. Wherever we are, God knows
and he is sovereign. He hears our cry and
is our salvation. This sentiment is echoed
throughout the Bible. In Isaiah 65:24 God
says, “Before they call I will answer;
while they are still speaking I will
HEAR!” In I John 5:14 it says, “This is
the confidence we have in approaching
God: that if we ask anything according to
His will, HE HEARS US.”
At the end of the article in
TIME, and interviewee is quoted, “There
was definitely a sense of community
within the loneliness,” Lejeune says.
“Everyone can relate to it.” I think she is
right; many can relate to experiencing
some loneliness in life, but I hope we can
also relate to Jonah’s sense of hope in the
midst of loneliness. God is still present.
He hears us when we pray, no matter
how far we have run from Him---even if
we are in the belly of a great fish in the
bottom of the Mediterranean Sea.

Watch for more information coming!
In a few months, our congregation will have a new baby
to love and to spoil. This baby’s name is Ferguson!
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July birthdays:
5th - Chloe Verfaillie
7th - Kevin St. John
12th -Isaac Nice
16th - Kacie Karlstadt
16th - Rob Henson

18th - Ruth Eschbach
20th - Ethan Hill
25th - Ruby Crossland
25th - Rachel Razo
28th - Becky Hurtig

July Anniversaries:
15th - Chris & Gretchen Futey
18th – Clete and Audrey Stechschulte
25th - Dave & Jane Nice
30th - Dan & Susan Kayser

We have new people that I have no
birthday or anniversary information
for, we love including everyone. Please
give info to the office.

Session Highlights
At the June 16th Session meeting, elders.......
*met with 4 people socially-distanced in the Fellowship Hall and one joining in via Zoom. It was
great!
*supported the recommendation of the Congregational Life committee to NOT mix/freeze/
serve Presbyterian homemade ice cream at the
Paulding Summer Blast (July 17) this year, given the safety issues during the Covid-19 pandemic.
*supported proceeding with participating in the
World’s Longest Garage Sale along US 127.
Dates are Wed. Aug. 5 (set-up) - Sat. Aug. 8,
and Brent Fishbaugh will again lead this project. Watch for details on how to donate items as
well as how to rent a vendor space if you wish.
Safety precautions and extra cleaning measures
will be practiced.
*noted that all Ministerial Association churches
are now holding in-person services.
*were reminded that Pastor Ian plans to attend
General Assembly (the national meeting of our
EPC denomination) in Tennessee on September
17-18. The meeting was moved from late June
to September, and shortened to two days. Our
church is allowed three elder-commissioners to
represent us at GA, if any currently-serving or
past elders are interested in attending in person
with Pastor, or virtually via Zoom. Speak to
Pastor. Related to that, the next Presbytery
meeting has been moved to Oct. 9-10.
*heard from the Property committee that the
air conditioning has been serviced, and also the
mulch renewed around the grounds.
*heard from the finance committee that funds
are running about $1000 below budget in May,
and about $4000 below budget for the year to
date. Session thanks the congregation for their
faithful support of the church during these
unique times. The question of using the PPP
funds received was tabled until at least next
month, as the deadlines for use have been
eased.
*learned that the worship committee continues
to work with Pastor Ian to improve the quality
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of the sound for the phone-in worship service and Facebook live services.
*were reminded that the Ferguson family will be on
vacation (thus Ian out of the pulpit) on Sundays July 19
and 26, and August 2. The July Session meeting will be
moved a week ahead, to Tuesday, July 14.
*agreed with Pastor Ian’s explanation of Session’s power and duty to govern who is allowed to preach from our
pulpit in his stead when he is on vacation, as he is hoping to expand the list of those able to be called upon to
fill the pulpit. Our faithful ‘regulars’ who have blessed
us over the years will remain ‘on the list’. For those who
have not preached at our church before, Ian recommends that, if they are not an EPC elder or deacon, that
the person affirm their faith in Jesus, their commitment to preaching the Bible, their agreement with our
Essentials of Faith, and good standing in a church. Ian
would have this discussion with potential pulpit supply
people.
Submitted by Barb Searing, Clerk of Session

The Altar Committee is looking for people to
donate flowers for the sanctuary during the months of
June, July and August. The calendar to sign up is in the hallway, on the door. Think about
the spring and summer flowers
that you have growing in your
beautiful gardens. Then decide if
you can share some of them with
your church family.
Can you find in this newsletter the person who is already working on the 127 Garage Sale procedures?
Answer on page 7.

Donate: Caring
and Sharing Food
Pantry
The Caring and Sharing Food Pantry is serving more
families than ever before. The need is great. If we all
do something, many can be helped.
Also the church has bags of food here which have recently been replenished, ready to serve a meal or two
to a family of 3-4. Larger families sometimes take two
bags so the need is covered.
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Prayer Requests
We ask that the Lord remind us that He is
in control, we have no need to panic
Pray for all essential workers, especially in areas where the new Covid-19 cases are again going up

Great Granddaughter of Herb
Monroe visits her granddad’s park
Herb and Millie Monroe’s four-year-old greatgranddaughter Cora visited the Herb Monroe
Community Park for the first time in June. Cora
and her parents Brandon and Katherine Whitaker live in Cincinnati and have hiked several state parks this spring, so they thought it was
time to visit Granddad’s park. The Whitakers ended their trip to Paulding with a visit to
the Vagabond Village Restaurant for homemade
Many, Many thanks to our faithful church library folks
(Judy and Marlene??) ! I can’t begin to count how many
fiction books I have read during our current socialdistancing status…..at least a dozen; maybe closer to 20?
Who knows? It has been so wonderful to be able to stop
in to our church library and get
more books! Reading has helped me
stay semi-sane during these weird
times. Thank you!

Judy Robinson, hip surgery on Monday the
29th
Arlene Cline
Kim and Dan Sutton
Lee Nicely , Tutti’s sister, in hospice care
Montaize Armstrong, severe pain from auto
wreck 2 years ago; he requests that we
leave him on the prayer list. He can tell
when people are praying.
Dan Nutter, fell and broke second hip
Nutter Family, there are many family members needing care and helping each other
while Dan is recovering
Steve Gross, health issues
Jim Smith
Rick Speakman: stroke
Curt Gawronski: bone marrow transplant
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig
Our national leaders
The family of Robert J. Miller, brother-inlaw of Dick Paulus
The family of Eleanor Brune
So many battling various cancers:
Ken Wagner
John Relyea
Holly Kobe
Mary Becker
Joe Bowyer

Dan Sutton
Page Gillett
Bob Egler
Patty Radel
Nancy Stoller

Pray this week for:
Pray for the country
Aaron, Paulding Drug Court participants
For all of our church family, that we continue to be healthy
Praise: Ron Karlstadt’s surgery last week
went well and he is now at home.
Judy Robinson’s surgery went well. She
thanks you for your prayers.

Thanks to our Library
Workers!
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Church Groups Provide Aid to Community
The current state of affairs in our country can be overwhelming. Often we want to help but don’t
know quite what to do.
Serving as your treasurer has allowed me the unique privilege of seeing how various church groups spend their funding. What I see has filled me with hope. Several groups in
our congregation were able to find ways to bless our local
community, even in the midst of the turmoil.
Deacons
Sent notes of encouragement in the form of cards, emails,
texts, gifts, etc. to many people, including those who are
homebound.
Used the Agape Fund to assist several church families who
are going through a rough patch. Some families received a check and others received local gift
cards.
Restocked supplies for our own Daily Bread Food Pantry which serves several families each month.
Church Secretary
Organized a graduation parade for high school senior, Julia Fife. Most graduation parties have been
cancelled this year due to the COVID19 pandemic.
Women’s Board
Sent checks to several local businesses negatively affected by the COVID19 pandemic.
Gave cash to several hair salons/stylists in the community.
Brent Fishbaugh is continuing the
Sent money to a local family dealing with the COVID19 virus.
work that he started last year with
Gave money to the Caring Sharing Food Pantry to feed local families.

the 127 Garage Sale, renting spaces
in our parking lot and running a sale
inside where we can get our old stuff

Mission Committee

Donated money to the Paulding Eagles Auxiliary for local food bags.
Provided local gift cards to local police, fire, EMS, and emergency room workers to say “thank you”
for continuing to work during the crisis.
No doubt others have aided our community in ways not mentioned here. It makes me proud to be
part of this church family.

Submitted by Carol Razo, church treasurer

Visits with
Family
from New Jersey
and from
Tennessee

Tiffany Razo, recently home Alaska, now living in TN was in town at the same
time that the Morrison family (Danielle Martinez Morrison) was here from
New Jersey. This is the first time that Danielle and Tiffany were in Paulding
at the same time in 10 years. So Tiffany Razo and Quinn Morrison finally met.
Quinn was very excited to be visiting family in New Hio. (Yes, New Hio)
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Page 5

Your Junk Here
Still holding on to that stuffed giraffe your sweetie won for you at the milk bottle-throw... in
1956? How about those "collectible" cans of Billy Beer (you may have to Google that one)? And
what about your complete Betamax collection of "Hee Haw"? If you are a hoarder on the cosmiclevel scale, we're here to save you from yourself. The 127 Yard Sale is coming up the first week in
August, we're here to help you clear a path from the kitchen to the outhouse and ensure that
those boxes of your mother's old dishes, and your grandmothers old dishes, and your greatgrandmother's not-so-great old dishes no longer pose an avalanche threat in the darkest reaches
of your basement.

Since we were unable to be together at the end
of our season, we take this opportunity to recognize our choir members who faithfully gave
of their time and talent to bless us with their
message in song during worship each
week. This year we were very excited to add
new members: Rhee Adams, Sharon Bradford,
and Doug Radel. Our other members include
Ruby Crossland, Barb Searing, Jill Straley,
Sue Paulus, Rhonda Smalley, Terry Buehler,
Don Crossland and Dick Paulus.
Thank you choir for lifting the name of our
Lord in song!

Sue Crossland, Director
The choir members want to take this time to
thank Sue Crossland for the hours of preparation that she puts in weekly for the choir, as
well as preparation for our worship services.
Thanks, Sue, for “lifting the name of our Lord”
in music.
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Congratulations Sydney!

We'll take anything and make sure you don't get it back. Donations
will begin to be accepted mid-July in the Fellowship hall (drop-off will
be marked), with further information to follow on Sundays and on the
church Facebook page as we get closer to the event date. And as a
bonus, all profits go to the scholarship fund for mission trips. Questions? See Brent Fishbaugh in person, virtually by email
(inquestbrent@hotmail.com), or hear his velvet voice by calling (419)
378-2068. Or you can rent your own space in the parking lot and sell
it yourself -- whatever helps you get rid of those ancient copies
of Boy's Life. (And thanks to Dave Nice for hanging the sign .)

Sydney Reineck is the 2020-2021 president of the
Paulding FFA team. Best Wished and congratulations to Sydney. We know you will do a fantastic
job!
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Submitted by Carol Razo, treasurer

Speaking at 2:00 will be Pastor David Meriwether, a time to visit with family and friends will follow,
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

Worship Music 9:15
Worship Service 9:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
Paulding OH 45879

