
July 2019 

First Presbyterian Church, Paulding Ohio  
Volume 5 Issue 7  

The Cornerstone News 

From June 18th to 

21st I (Ian) had the 

opportunity to rep-

resent our church at 

the global meeting 

of our denomina-

tion, the Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church. During this time, I was 

able to worship, learn, and help 

direct the EPC into a new year of 

ministry. Every day of our meet-

ing were saturated with worship. 

We sang, listened to teaching from 

God’s Word, and took communion 

together. We learned together 

through workshops and commit-

tees. I attended a variety: Session 

as a Spiritual Community taught 

by Rev. Dr. Doug Resler, Church 

Revitalization by Rev. Dr. Ken 

Priddy, and Leaders of Small 

Church by Rev. Dr. Ed McCallum. 

In helping to direct the EPC, I 

participated as a voting member. 

We commissioned missionaries, 

affirmed fraternal relationships 

with other reformed bodies (such 

as the Presbyterian Church of 

Ghana), elected new leadership at 

the national level, made a few ad-

justments to the Book of Order, 

and more. 

If you would like to listen to any of 

this for yourself, many of these 

worship, learning, and directing 

times have been recorded and are 

available on the EPC website for 

f r e e .  ( h t t p s : / / e p c . o r g / g a /

ga2019recordings/) 

 

The most memorable experience 

was hearing from pastor Andrew 

Brunson. He is a pastor and mission-

ary in the EPC who has recently been 

released from nearly two years of im-

prisonment in Turkey for his faith. 

Pastor Brunson expressed thanks for 

all of our prayers and he shared at 

length about his experience in Turk-

ish prisons. He is coming out with a 

book about the experience that you 

will be able to get in our church li-

brary, God's Hostage: A True Story of 

Persecution, Imprisonment, and Perse-

verance. 

Pastor Andrew was originally arrested 

with his wife, Norine, but his wife was 

released from prison after 13 days. He 

joked how Norine must have been so 

far ahead of him spiritually that what 

Norine learned in just a few days in 

prison, Andrew must have needed an-

other 20 months to learn. 

Andrew continued to be held in soli-

tary confinement for 50 days. He was 

afraid and alone in a room with only a 

bed. As the days went on, Andrew lost 

a sense of God’s presence. He was 

moved to another prison and put in an 

overcrowded cell. Andrew felt aban-

doned by God. He repeatedly shared 

that he was thoroughly broken. 

Though he was pursuing a sense of 

God’s presence, he said he was learn-

ing something more necessary. He 

was learning a simple devotion to 

God. 

 

Andrew reported he had no over-

whelming encounter with God. There 

was no overflowing joy or peace. 

Through this time, Andrew felt God 

asking “Even in the darkest time, will 

you still trust me?” In the ninth 

month of prison, Andrew had lost 

50lbs and was broken. He said “There 

are many dry bones in the valley of 

testing…but there was an intimacy 

with God that only comes through 

testing.” If he would have experi-

enced an overwhelming encounter 

through this dark time, it would 

have been a blessing but Andrew 

did not follow God for these experi-

ential “highs”. Instead, Andrew fol-

lowed God because he loved Him. 

Andrew did not follow God because 

of the stuff God could give him. This 

insight into his own heart was a 

breakthrough. 

Pastor Andrew finished his talk by 

encouraging us not to hold offense 

in our heart against God because of 

the times of testing we go through. 

We are all being tested in different 

ways, but our challenge is to not 

join the dry bones in the valley of 

testing. Maybe there is a hardship, 

an illness, or a betrayal in your life 

and we won’t know all of the an-

swers but knowing all the answers 

is not as important as surviving the 

test with your faith being shown to 

be true (1 Peter 1:7). 

Now is the time to cultivate a devo-

tion to God that will allow you to 

withstand the most difficult times. 

Thoughts from Ian... 

Should be available October 2019    

according to Amazon.com 



July  Birthdays: 

5th - Chloe Verfaillie 

7th - Kevin St. John 

12th -Isaac Nice 

16th - Kacie Karlstadt 

16th - Rob Henson 

18th - Ruth Eschbach 

20th - Ethan Hill 

25th - Ruby Crossland 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1 

 
 

2 
 

3 
 

 
 

4 
 

 
 

N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       
Youth Lounge  

5 
 

 
 

6 
 

7 
 

 
 

Communion 

8 

 

 
Ladies Do Lunch 
Fiesta Habenaro 

noon 

9 
 

 

 

10 
 

 

11 
Mixing ice cream 

6:30 pm 
 

N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       
Youth Lounge  

12 
 

 
 
 

13   
 

Freezing ice 
cream 9:30 am 

14 
 

 
 
 

 
 

15 
 

 
Ladies Do Lunch 

Crossland cottage 

 
 

 

 
 

16 

 
Help Me Grow play 
date 9:30 to 11:00 

 

Session 7:00 

17 

 

 
 
 

 

18 
 

 
N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       

Youth Lounge  

19 
 

Paulding       
Summer Blast 

Serve Ice Cream 

4:00 until 10:00 
 

Meal for veterans 

following the 
parade 

20 
 
 

Living Free    

training in      
fellowship hall 

21           
 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

 

Writers’ Group 

7:00 

24  25 

 

 
 

N.A. meeting at    

7:30 in the       
Youth Lounge  

26 

 
 
 
 

27 
 

 
 

Tin Caps Game 

28 
 

 

29 
 

 

 
 

 

30   31  
 

 

 
 

 

 

July 2019 

 

25th - Rachel Razo 

28th - Becky Hurtig 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

15th - Chris & Gretchen Futey 

18th – Clete and Audrey Stechschulte 

25th - Dave & Jane Nice 

30th - Dan & Susan Kayser 

August 1 through 3 (in our parking lot) 

US 127 Garage Sales 
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Ladies Do Lunch 

June 

Wednesday June 5th, lunch at the Pancake 

House at noon. No reservations required. 

Tuesday June 18, leave church at 9:00 to 

travel to Angola IN to Four Corners Gallery 

for a demonstration by Steve Smith, as well 

as a tour of his gallery. Steve also works with  

Potters For Peace 

July 

Monday July 8, lunch at Fiesta Habaneros    

at noon. No reservations required.  

Later in month, we will be visiting Sue and 

Phyllis Crossland at their cottage in MI, 90 

minutes away. Brunch and a ride on the    

water are scheduled, tentative dates are July 

15th with a rain dates of the 17th. Watch for 

more detail. 

August 

Tuesday August 6, lunch at the Pancake 

House at noon. No reservations required. 

In the last half of August, Darla Cline in 

planning an outing at CJ Natural Meats 

where we will learn about making cheese, 

watch for news and dates soon. 

JULY is CRAZY! 
 

The Paulding Summer Blast (fka John Paulding Days) is Fri-

day, July 19. Our church will again be serving our famous 

homemade ice cream under the tent at the church. AND, we 

have agreed to serve supper in the Fellowship Hall to the veter-

ans who will be the honored guests in the parade, after the pa-

rade. The parade starts at 6 pm, so the supper will be around 7 

pm.  

 

This double endeavor on this one day will call for ALL HANDS 

ON DECK! Please, PLEASE, if you are going to be in town and 

don’t have numerous other commitments related to the 

Paulding Summer Blast, mark this afternoon and evening out 

on your calendar to help your church family. 

 

On that Friday, we will need ice cream servers and table wipers 

and kitchen runners and bucket washers while the ice cream 

tent is open (4-10 pm, or until gone); AND cooks and servers and 

cleaner-uppers for the veterans’ meal.  

 

Before that Friday, we will need mixer-uppers for the ice cream 

goop on Thurs., July 11 at 6:30 pm, AND freezer-uppers to 

transform the ice cream goop into yummy ice cream and to pack 

quarts of ice cream on Sat. July 13 at 9:30 am. 

 

To reward yourself for signing up for all that work, you can then 

relax at a Ladies Do Lunch at Fiesta Habaneros on Mon., July 8 

(noon…no reservation needed); a Ladies Do Lunch trip to the 

Crossland lake house on Mon., July 15 (rain date July 17); 

AND/OR a trip to the Tin Caps game in Ft Wayne Sat. July 27 

(reserve tickets on clipboard). 

 

At the tag end of July, the church will be setting up to partici-

pate in the World’s Longest Garage Sale up and down US 127 

for the first time. (See separate article). Brent Fishbaugh is co-

ordinating that project. 

 

Whew! Working together is a great way to get to know others in 

your church family in a different way than sitting in the pew 

Sunday morning. Please consider volunteering for one OR 

MORE of these projects as the sign-ups appear in July. 

 

Questions? Talk to Barb Searing about ice cream mixing; Sue 

Paulus about Ladies Do Lunch; Pastor Ian about ice cream 

freezing/serving; Rhonda Smalley about the veterans meal; or 

Brent Fishbaugh about the 127 garage sale.  

There was no Session meeting in June 
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Children’s Church        
Representing the group who attend 

Children’s Church are Briggs Stoller, 

Bristyl Stoller and Tucker Stoller. 

They are wearing the crowns that they 

decorated that Sunday. Leaders for the 

morning were Rhonda Smalley and Sue 

Paulus. 

Happy 90th Birthday! 

Pictured at his surprise 90th 

birthday party is Chuck Lutz 

along with family members 

(from left) Lennox held by 

her father Alex Ayers, with 

daughter Paige in front of 

him, Seth Ayres holding his 

daughter Cam, Karli Ayers 

and her boyfriend, far right 

is Rex Andrews and in front 

row Chuck and daughter 

Kristi Ayers. 

Chuck is holding the candles 

that prove he is 90! Great 

party in our church fellow-

ship hall. 

 

 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game! 
 

Saturday, July 27th is the date...it will be Village 

of Paulding Day at Parkview Field in Fort Wayne, and the Presbyterian 

Church is going to piggyback onto that. The Tin Caps will be playing 

the Dayton Dragons, with game time at 7:05 pm and fireworks follow-

ing. What a fun time to round up the neighbors, the kids and their 

friends, whoever you wish, and enjoy this church outing. 

 

Tickets are $9. The church has reserved 20 tickets for starters, and we 

can get more. To reserve your seat(s) for this event, sign up on the clip-

board at the church, or contact Barb Searing by email 

(barb@searingfamily.com), phone (419-399-3204),                              

or text (419-769-0327). 
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FINANCIAL TIDBITS FROM MAY 

Designated Gifts: 
Amount Purpose 

$53.50  Altar Ministry for lilies 

$60.00  Bricks N Boiler Fund 

$100.00  Music Fund 

Notable Expenditures: 
Amount Payee Purpose 

$65.00  Classic Land Design Mowing & trimming 

$460.00  Schlatters Preventive maint on AC unit 

$92.13  Ian Ferguson Hotel for Presbytery meeting 

$530.00  Ian Ferguson General Assembly meeting 

$205.38  Jane Nice Bibles for high school seniors 

$67.50  Kirchers Flowers Roses for Mothers Day 

well as quarts of the World Famous First Presbyterian 

Homemade Ice Cream. Baby-changing and phone-

charging facilities will also be offered. Proceeds from 

the 127 Yard Sale will go to support scholarships for 

mission trips.  

Interested renters should contact Event Coordinator 

Brent Fishbaugh at (419) 378-2068 or the First Presbyte-

rian Church of Paulding, Ohio at (419) 399-2438. Rent-

ers may also stop in to the church Thursdays and Fridays 

from 9am-2pm to pick up a rental agreement and reserve 

a space. 

WORLD’S LONGEST       

GARAGE SALE 
 

Paulding – Tired of dusting around nameless knick-

knacks? That newly minted college kid's room be-

coming a home gym? Attic on the verge of cave-in 

from one too many Christmas decorations? The US 

127 Yard Sale runs from July 31-August 4, and 

some prime real estate to display and monetize your 

long forgotten and unused wares is available just off 

the square of downtown Paulding courtesy of the 

First Presbyterian Church of Paulding, Ohio.  

This year for the first time the big yellow brick 

church on 114 West Caroline is excited to be offer-

ing booth spaces in its parking lot. Spaces are avail-

able from Wednesday, July 31 through Saturday, 

August 3, with setup beginning at at 4pm on Tues-

day, July 30. 20-by-20 foot and 20-by-30 foot 

spaces are available and rent for $25 and $35 re-

spectively. Table rental is also available. 

This high visibility site, located on the corner of US 

127 and West Caroline Street, is sure to draw shop-

pers with its prime location next to the House of 

Love BBQ and Fiesta Habaneros. Drinks will be 

available in the air-conditioned fellowship hall as 
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Ron and Donna  

Photo on upper left is Ron 

and Donna Schumacher 

bringing the message about 

their 43 years of transla-

tion in the Philippines. 

Family photo bottom left of 

the whole Schumacher fam-

ily under the huge tree at a 

family gathering. 

In photo on upper right are 

Harry Wiebe and Dick Pau-

lus teasing the photogra-

pher prior to the service on 

June 23. 

 

Ladies Do Lunch 

In early June, several of our ladies met at the 

Paulding Pancake House for lunch. Attending 

from left to right were: Rhonda Smalley,  

Kristen Razo, Rachel Razo, Kim Mileto, Sue 

Paulus, Martha Punches, Becky Craft, Maria   

Adams, Barb Searing, Marcia Wiebe, Arlene 

Cline, Ruth Eschbach. As you can imagine, 

this was a quiet gathering of women enjoying 

each others company. 



 



This page intentionally blank. 

 

You can post other side on refrig
erator as a reminder to

 pray for 

the tra
ining and for all in

volved in the workshop. You may also 

pass it o
n to anyone you think might be interested in learning 

more about th
e program. 
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Darla Cline 

Sue Paulus 

Rhee Adams 

Kim Mileto 

Not in photograph are 

Barb Searing and 

Geneva Davis 

Ladies Do Lunch Photos of our June 18th trip to 4 Corners 

Gallery in Angola to visit with and learn from Steve Smith, potter. The 

photo above is Steve at the wheel in his work room, to the left is Steve 

in contemplation as he explains methods and how the potter works 

with the clay. 

Below left is a photo of items 

on display and ready for 

purchase in 4 Corners Gal-

lery. On the right is a photo 

of Steve Smith and Kim Mi-

leto. He was a substitute 

teacher in Van Wert when 

Kim was in high school 

. 



 

Praise Music 9: 15                                                                             

Worship Service  9:30                        

   

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry,  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new) 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website) 

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

June begins our 

summer schedule.  

See you early! 


