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I can tell a lot 

about our rela-

tionship simply by 

what you call me. 

 If you call 

me “Fergie,” chances are, you 

know me from high school. For the 

first twenty or so years of my life, 

both my twin brother and I were 

called “Fergie.” It is a lot easier to 

say than “Ferguson” (my last 

name). Also, my twin and I look 

similar enough that a generic nick-

name that applies to both of us is a 

safe bet. 

 If you call me “Pastor,” 

chances are, you know me here in 

Paulding. This is my first call. 

Fresh out of seminary (can I still 

say that after almost three years?), 

it is a blessing to be back in the 

Midwest and it is wonderful to 

serve this church. Being known as 

“pastor” is a fun journey and I am 

glad to be known by this name. 

 You can tell a lot about a 

relationship by the names we use. 

The same is true about our rela-

tionship with Jesus. This Advent 

we looked at the names of Jesus 

found in Isaiah 9:6. Jesus is 

“Wonderful Counselor.” Jesus is a 

guide through the darkness. He is 

the one “who is planning some-

thing wonderful,” our salvation 

and fulness of life. 

 Jesus is “Mighty God.” Je-

sus is power over the darkness. 

Jesus is the Warrior God who 

has defeated our greatest enemy. 

As Colossians 2:15 says “And 

having disarmed the powers and 

authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing 

over them by the cross.” Jesus 

has a plan of salvation and he is 

powerful to accomplish his plan. 

 Jesus is “Everlasting Fa-

ther.” Jesus is an ever-present 

hand to hold in the darkness 

that will lift us up out of sin and 

death. Jesus is the great I AM, 

from everlasting to everlasting---

and he is with us, he says, until 

the end of time. 

Jesus is the “Prince of 

Peace.” Jesus gives us peace in 

the darkness. This peace is a rec-

onciliation between us and God. 

Jesus brings us an inner peace 

that passes all understanding. 

Jesus gives us a message of 

peace, the Gospel, to bring to an 

antagonistic and anxious world. 

 Names matter and what 

you call God matters. So, what 

do you call God? Do you praise 

Jesus as Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

and Prince of Peace? These 

names are more than titles to be 

ticked off a list. We must do 

more than know Jesus as a Won-

derful Counselor. We must know 

Jesus as my Wonderful Coun-

selor, my Mighty God, my Ever-

lasting Father, and my Prince of 

Peace. We must receive him. 

 Out of all the names I am 

called, one of the most precious 

names is “Dada.” I have two boys 

and one girl on the way (January 

12th!). It does not mean much for 

my children to know me as 

“Fergie.” After all, there are 

many “Fergies” in the world. It 

does not mean much for my chil-

dren to know me as “Pastor.” 

There are many pastors. But it 

makes all the difference for them 

to know me as “Dada.” Do you 

know God in this intimate way? 

Can you call him “Dada?” The 

way this happens is shown in 

John 1:12-13 

“Yet to all who did receive him, 

to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to be-

come children of God— children 

born not of natural descent, nor 

of human decision or a husband’s 

will, but born of God.” 

Receive Jesus. Once you do, you 

will know him in a new way and 

that will make all of the differ-

ence. 

Have a wonderful New Year. 

Thoughts from Ian... 
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We have new people that I have no 

birthday or anniversary information 

for, we love including everyone.  Please 

give info to the office. 

Please give me all birthdays 

and anniversaries!  Sue P. 

20th – Kristen (Koenig) Ger-

ber 

22nd – Harry Weibe 

23rd – Betty St. John 

24th – Scott St. John 

28th – Bryce Verfaillie 

January Anniversaries 

12th  – Rob and Chris Henson 

31 
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At the December 15th Session meeting, eld-

ers: 

 

*mourned the death of long-time member 

Chuck Lutz on Nov. 29, 2020 

 

*heard that Pastor Ian continues to preach 

and teach each Sunday. His adult Sunday 

School series on John, held via Zoom, is 

complete, and adult Sunday School will re-

sume in February. 

 

*were reminded that Pastor Ian will be us-

ing Sundays 12/27 and 1/3 for the end of his 

allotted 2020 study leave. Sunday, 1/17 was 

approved as his first vacation Sunday for 

2021. Hmmm..I think something big is hap-

pening at their house that week! Commun-

ion will be Jan. 10 (the second Sunday). 

 

*learned that gifts for the Angel Tree pro-

ject for the Drug Court families were deliv-

ered and appreciated; that our church fam-

ily filled 18 boxes for Operation Christmas 

Child; and that the two drive-through 

Prayer Against Covid prayer vigils were 

well-received. 

 

*were informed that the Nominating com-

mittee met and is working toward a slate of 

elders and deacons for the Class of 2023. 

These 2 elders and 2 deacons will serve 

during 2021-22-23. Leaving those jobs with 

our thanks are deacons Jane Nice and 

Darla Cline, and elders Bud Koenig and 

Barb Searing. 

 

*set the Annual Congregational Meeting for 

January 24, 2021, the fourth Sunday in 

January, as described in the church’s by-

laws. Generally, in years that aren’t 2020 

(eye roll here), two Congregational meet-

ings have been held……one in December to 

elect officers and view the budget, and one 

at the end of January to review the entire 

church year and enjoy a meal together. 

HOWEVER, this IS 2020. Due to the chal-

lenges that Covid has presented in finding 

officers and planning anything (!), and for this 

year only, Session voted to have only one Congre-

gational Meeting where we will elect the officers, 

view the budget, and review the year. That meet-

ing will be available in person or via Zoom on 

Sunday, January 24, 2021 at 11:30 am (after 

worship). Sadly, there will be no meal involved ei-

ther. If you have concerns or questions about this 

topic, feel free to contact any Session member. 

 

*were asked, as heads of committees, to submit 

their annual report to the church office in early 

January so booklets can be prepared for pick up 

and viewing ahead of the January 21 meeting.  

 

*were reminded that Congregational Life has in-

cluded our church’s Christmas Eve service at 11 

PM in the Crescent-News Christmas Eve worship 

listing, and that our ‘Christmas Card to Paulding’ 

is displayed along North Williams St near Marco’s. 

 

*were updated by the Property committee on the 

cottage attic renovation, and the major re-

organization of some closet space, including the 

area behind the organ and the area behind the 

‘stained glass dove’ door. There is also ongoing dis-

cussion with the village about water/sewer ser-

vices at the now-demolished Caserta property 

which Sue C., the property elder, is working to re-

solve. Thanks to the property committee for all 

their work! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barb Searing, Clerk of Session 

Dave delivered the 

Scripture teaching 

on December 27th. 

His sermon title 

was “Where Else 

Would We Go?” 

Thank you, Dave, 

we love you! 

Dave McMaster 
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Prayer Requests 

Pray for all Paulding County essen-

tial workers and first responders 

COVID is spreading like wildfire in 

Paulding County, as well as nation-

ally. Keep praying and stay healthy 

Pray for the many dealing with COVID (I 

am no longer putting in names, there are                                       

too many. You already pray for the ones 

you know personally, and we pray to-

gether for all)                                            

Joe DenHerder, hospitalized following   

vehicle accident                                        

Jim Stewart, hospitalized at OSA hospital 

following major injury                            

Eric Jackson, police officer in Nashville 

Bob Monroe, improving, in rehab         

Carol Herring, spasms in bladder and  

kidneys, painful and doctors can find no 

cause                                                                     

Bob Noneman, please continue in prayer-

Ruth Ann                                                 

Tim                                                            

Allison                                                       

Garey Conley, 8 surgeries in two years. 

His  colon ruptured a year ago, drs unable 

to repair.                                                

Larry Colley, heart issues                                  

Gavin Clark, 11 years old, recovering from 

brain surgery                                                   

Joe Clark, 96 year old father of Marcia 

Wiebe, pancreatic cancer, family decisions 

have to be made                                         

Jim, Tim Mindling father’s, is now on hos-

pice.                                                                 

Philip, Karen Mindling’s brother,                  

Briley, Noneman’s great granddaughter, I 

am told she isn’t having surgery right now                                  

Dave Foltz, waiting for double lung trans-

plant, plus heart transplant                  

Paul Punches           

Arlene Cline                                                

Jim Smith                                                      

Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother 

June Koenig  

Our national leaders                                       

The family of Josh Lucas                              

The family of Judy Ackerman                  

The family of Ken Cox                                     

The family of Chuck Lutz 

So many battling various cancers:  

Ken Wagner    John Relyea                                 

Page Gillett   Scott St. John     

Bob Egler   Mary Becker     

Patty Radel   Joe Bowyer      

Nancy Stoller  Bob Noneman      

Jill Miller 

Pray this week for: Families dealing with 

unemployment expiring after major job 

losses                                                     

Erika, Paulding Drug Court participant 

Northwest Ohio hospital employees, as 

well as employees nationally 

Praise: the Lord answered our prayers 

for Dan Sutton: he able to eat, he is back 

to work 

Remember the annual Congregational Meet-

ing on Sunday January 24th following the 

service. Due to the pandemic, there is no 

meal, and you can attend the meeting virtu-

ally if desired. Watch for details on that. 
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From treasurer, Carol Razo 

I know a lady who collects for the homeless in Ft Wayne: if you have good clean used 

tents, sleeping bags, tarps, blankets ,coats, hoodies, or new or gently used hats, gloves, 

hand warmers,& socks... there is a desperate need. They go to Tammie Rothenbuhler in 

Payne, or you can bring items to the church and I will make sure she gets them .PLEASE 

ONLY THE ITEMS LISTED. THANK YOU!!!  



December note to church family from Jane Nice: 

Hello Shoppers! 

 

Dave and I want to thank all of you for shopping for Christmas presents for the children of 

the participants in Drug Court. All of the gifts have been wrapped and delivered to the 

parents. Our church helped eight parents provide gifts for 20 children this year, and they 

are so grateful. You can almost see the relief in their eyes when they receive the presents, 

and we get lots of “thank yous” which I want to pass along to you.  

 

Continue to pray for the participants and their kids. Christmas is a tough time for many of 

them, and this year’s Coronavirus has made things more difficult. Three of the partici-

pants are currently in the Paulding County Jail. It is up to Judge Beckman’s discretion 

whether they will be released back into Drug Court or sent back to prison. Pray for her 

also. These decisions are difficult. 

 

At the last court session, two people graduated, so that is good news, but sometimes the 

period right after they complete the program leaves them the most vulnerable, so you can 

pray for Ben and Mark to stay on track with their sobriety. Ben is employed by Cody 

Clark, and Cody came to his graduation, which was awesome! Because of the virus, they 

did not hold a celebratory lunch this time which is always a little sad. 

 

I sure missed my help wrapping gifts this 

year! Hopefully next Christmas we will con-

vene again. Thank you so much for helping 

with this ministry. It really does show love 

to people who need it. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Jane  

Angel Tree Gifts  
delivered to Drug Court on Friday December 11th. 

Thank you, church! 
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The Beauty of 

Christmas 

Our sanctuary was    

gorgeous this year,  as 

always. Thank you, Jill. 

You created this beauty, 

even with fewer helpers 

this year.  

1 

2 

4 
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3 

Photo 1: Pastor Ian speak-

ing on Christmas Eve 

Photo 2:  Jill, Dan, and Alex 

Straley on Christmas Eve 

Photo 3: our handsome little 

Henry during December 

Photo 4: Samuel, Ian, Alissa 

and Henry Ferguson, dur-

ing December 

Photo 5: Sue Paulus during December 

Photo 6: the glory of the sanctuary on 

Christmas Eve 
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The following was written by Arlene Cline for the Paulding 

County Gideons International Newsletter 

Teach Me to Pray 

Song written by Albert Simpson Reitz 

Teach Me to Pray, Lord 

Teach me to pray Lord, teach me to pray.             

This is my heart-cry day unto day;                                 

I long to know Thy will and Thy way;                   

Teach me to pray, Lord, teach me to pray 

Jesus taught us to pray the perfect prayer in       

Matthew 6:9-13.Oh, the love He taught us when He 

gave us this prayer. He lived this prayer. He loved 

the people He was talking to. The faith that Jesus 

had in His heavenly Father took him through hell 

for us. But, He made it possible for us to be with 

Him forever. 

He left His spirit here to comfort us and guide us, 

while we are here on the great earth that was given 

to us by God. Thank you, Jesus. 

All of us know of at least some of the evil things and 

the faux news that is going on here on earth these 

days. 

We have our great God that we can go to any time of 

the day or night. God is always ready and waiting for 

us to talk with Him. Just remember, when talking 

with someone, it is important to listen. 

Verse two of  Teach me to Pray is: 

Power in prayer, Lord, Power in prayer!               

Here mid earth’s sin and sorrow and care,             

Men lost and dying, souls in despair;                         

O give me power, power in prayer! 

My prayer is “May God’s will be done.” Let us not 

forget to tell God this when we talk with Him. 

MAY THE LOVE AND PEACE OF GOD BE WITH 

YOU.        

                                                       Arlene Cline 

December 19, 2020 

 

The Mission Committee continues to stay in touch 

with our sponsored Missionaries.  I have ex-

changed emails with Brian and Beth Schwartz.  

They are Wycliffe Missionaries.  Brian was origi-

nally from the Paulding area and responded to the 

Mission calling.  Our Presbyterian Church has 

sponsored them for a number of years. 

 

They are located in the Philippines.  Recently large 

typhoon type storms flooded and devastated the 

northern areas of the country.  Brian and family are 

located in the southern areas and were spared of 

any damage. 

 

The COVID-19 virus has greatly impacted their 

daily life and travels.  Those under 21 years of age 

and over 65 years old are prohibited from leaving 

their homes.  Brian has a daily curfew from 7 pm to 

5 am.  Singing and unnecessary talk are prohibited 

in Churches. 

 

Brian requests prayers for less government restric-

tions and for government favor so they can obtain 

permission to distribute relief goods to villages in 

the mountains.  This is a real outreach especially 

during the Christmas season. 

 

Please continue to pray for Brian and Beth as they 

represent Christ in the Philippines. 

 

Submitted by                                                         

Dave Nice for the Mission Committee 

Officially, Alissa’s baby shower table is 

set up until Sunday the 3rd. But remember, 

there is also a book to sign and a meal sign 

up sheet .  



Page 9 Volume 6, Issue 12 

Our Christmas Card to the community though the Merry and Bright Christmas Com-

mittee . This is located between Marco’s Pizza and Premier Bank on N. Williams Street in 

Paulding. 

The Perfect Pastor 

 

The Perfect Pastor preaches exactly 10 min-

utes. He condemns sin roundly, but never 

hurts anyone's feelings. He works from 8 

a.m. until midnight, and is also the church 

janitor. 

The Perfect Pastor makes $40 a week, wears 

good clothes, drives a good car, buys good 

books, and donates $30 a week to the 

church. He is 29 years old and has 40 years' 

worth of experience. Above all, he is hand-

some. 

The Perfect Pastor has a burning desire to 

work with teenagers, and he spends most of 

his time with the senior citizens. He smiles all 

the time with a straight face because he has 

a sense of humor that keeps him seriously 

dedicated to his church. He makes 15 home 

visits a day and is always in his office to be 

handy when needed. 

The Perfect Pastor always has time for church 

meetings and all of its committees, never 

missing the meeting of any church organiza-

tion. And he is always busy evangelizing the 

unchurched. 

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Perfect Pastor is always in the next town 

over! 

If your pastor does not measure up, simply 

send this notice to six other churches that are 

tired of their pastor too. Then bundle up your 

pastor and send him to the church at the top 

of your list. If everyone cooperates, in one 

week you will receive 1, 643 pastors. One of 

them should be perfect. 

Have faith in this letter. One church broke the 

chain and got its' old pastor back in less than 

three months. 



                                                                            

Sunday School at 9:00 by Zoom  

Worship Music 10:15                 

Worship Service 01:30:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com 
Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

 


