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Thoughts from Ian...
Finding
Jesus,
January
2020
Christmas is a wonderful time of the
year. This Christmas season was extra special because
Susie’s Bakery was celebrating 10
years in business. Of course, our family had to make an extra trip to
Susie’s to celebrate by enjoying some
goodies. When we arrived, there was
a fun activity for people to play. A
tiny Santa was hidden somewhere in
the store. If you found him, you won a
prize!
Kelly, one of the workers, told Samuel
of the game. She held his hand and
led him around the store to find the
small figure. At one section of the
store, Kelly stopped. Pointing towards
the small Santa, she asked Samuel if
he could find it. Samuel looked and
Kelly led his little eyes towards
Santa. Once Samuel found (in the
loosest use of the word) Santa, Kelly
praised him and let Samuel pick his
prize. Finding little Santa was the
highlight of the day.
This Advent, our church has been
looking at the story of the Wise Men.
They came from the east searching
for the baby born King of the Jews.
We have looked at the Wise Men and
learned to follow their example in
seeking God. We looked at their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh
which illustrate for us that Jesus is
king, God, and sacrifice but the greatest gift the Wise Men brought was

their worship. Then we looked at King
Herod and we saw how Jesus challenges
the kingdoms of this world—and our
desire to have complete authority over
our lives as well. Finally, we looked at
the example of Joseph & Mary and their
willingness to follow God’s leading. We
should also avoid the ruts that lead us
away from discerning and following
God’s leading. Instead, we should embrace routines that keep us sensitive
and willing to follow God.

longingly at my donut and I took
the opportunity to tell him “You
should play the game! If you
find the little Santa you can win
a free donut!”

Yet, what made all the difference for the
Wise Men has still been left out. What
made all the difference is they found
Jesus. Even if they went looking for
Him, bringing gifts, and followed God’s
leading if they did not find Jesus then it
would have been a failed journey. In the
search for Jesus, finding Him is the
highlight of their story.

As we end the Christmas season, I hope no one misses out on
what they really need most of
all, Jesus. Don’t be too busy to
go on the search. Don’t fear how
it would look to others if you
honestly sought God. Whatever
you are searching for in life,
don’t miss out on finding Jesus.
He is worth it.

This Christmas season, I hope it was a
time for you to find Jesus. Maybe you
are a Christian who needed to remember the hope of Christ or your journey of
following God was helped by learning
something about the Wise Men’s story.
Maybe you were not a Christian and
you found Him for the first time this
year. Or maybe you are still on the journey to the truth of Jesus. I encourage
you not to give up the search. Do not be
discouraged. As Jesus says in the gospel
of Matthew 7:7 “"Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you.” Keep seeking and you will find
Him. He is worth the search.
After Samuel had played the game and
won the prize, other kids and youth
came into Susie’s. Some of them were
splitting a donut they had bought and I
could tell that they wanted their own.
(Who wouldn’t?) One of them looked

He gave me a strange look and
left the store without trying.
Maybe he was in a rush. Maybe
he didn’t want to look strange in
front of his friends. I don’t know,
but he missed out on what he
wanted.

Donate to the
Caring & Sharing Food
Pantry
The need is great as winter approaches. Please donate any
item that you think you might
use in your home as that same
item will be needed in most
homes. Also needed are personal
hygiene items, household cleaners and paper product.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

5

6

7

8

9
Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 in
fellowship hall

Communion
Choir practice
7:00

12

13

14

15

16
Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 in
fellowship hall

Pastor’s Welcome
Class
Noon to 2:00

19

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

Choir practice
7:00

20

21

22

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

23
Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 in
fellowship hall

Session 7:00

26

27

28

29

30

31

Women’s Bible
Study 7:00 in
fellowship hall

Annual Congregational Meeting

Writers’ Group 7:00

January Birthdays:
2nd - Dianna Karlstadt
4th –Darwin Cline
10th – Mary VanAtta
11th – Kenny Robinson
16th – Larry Fishbaugh

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

20th – Kristen (Koenig) Gerber
22nd – Harry Weibe
23rd – Betty St. John
24th – Scott St. John
28th – Bryce Verfaillie

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

January Anniversaries
12th – Rob and Chris Henson
We have new people that I have no birthday or anniversary information for, we love including everyone. Please give info to the office.

Session Highlights
At the regular December Session meeting, elders:
*set January 12 during worship to ordain/install new
officers, provided the date works for those people.
*chose to skip the 1st Wednesday meal in January,
since the date would be New Year’s Day, and moving
it impinges on another church’s meal date. Barb will
notify the newspapers. It was noted that we’d need a
way bigger TV! Ha!

management software. It will be available digitally or in paper
form soon, and will be simple to update regularly.
*learned that Don Crossland, Jr. is stepping down from his
deacon position. Session thanks Don for his service, and has
asked the nominating committee to consider a replacement in
the coming months.
Respectfully submitted,
Barb Searing, clerk of Session

*heard from Pastor Ian a report on a recent Deacons
meeting and Ian’s vision for adjusting deacon responsibilities in the coming year.
*agreed to provide $1600 to Pastor Ian to purchase
plane tickets for the mission trip to Rancho 3M orphanage in Mexico in late January. This amount will ultimately be paid from the payments/scholarships of the
seven participants. The mission fund will also contribute $200 toward scholarships.
*learned that the boiler installation is underway and
will be completed Wed. (Dec. 18) ... Done!
*heard that the church’s “Charlie the Chamber Elf’s”
day is/was Thursday, Dec. 19. Watch for him on Facebook!
*were pleased that Linda Baumert, who was hired to do
indoor cleaning at least short term after Morrows resigned from that job, is interested in continuing serving
the church weekly on a long-term basis.
*learned that there has been interest in the Membership
class on January 12th after worship. Some are able to
attend that day; others are interested but have a date
conflict. Pastor Ian is willing to meet the needs of anyone who is interested.
*approved Pastor Ian using his remaining week of 2019
study leave for the week of Sun., Dec. 29- Fri., Jan. 3.
He will secure pulpit supply for Jan. 29th.
*learned that Pastor Ian and Barb have been asked to
speak at Kiwanis on Thurs., Jan. 9 about 5th Quarter.
Two events are planned during basketball season...Fridays, Jan. 17 and Feb. 21.
*were shown an example of the online photo directory
being created with the church’s new Breeze church
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Barb Searing is pictured singing in the annual presentation of The Messiah in Defiance.

Aunt Sue, Organist
Susan Crossland beams with joy at
nieces and nephews enjoying the organ:
Nick, Carter, Logan and Samantha

Our Winner!
Jamy Manson located Charlie the Chamber Christmas Elf and her
name was drawn to win the lovely wreathe shown above. Congratulations Jamy and thanks for playing!

Have you met the person that is
now cleaning our church? Can you
tell me her name? Answer on page 6

January Bible Study
Ladies, as you look ahead to the New Year, please consider fitting a 4-session
Bible study into your life!
Thursday evenings, January 9, 16, 23 and 30 at 7 PM, ladies of the church will
gather in the Fellowship Hall to look at the topic “The Verbs of God: How God
Moves on our Behalf” by Margaret Feinberg. The study comes from our
church’s subscription to RightNow Media and consists of four lessons: The
Great “I Am”, The God Who Sees, The
God Who Listens, and The God Who
Calls. Each lesson consists of a short
video segment plus questions to guide discussion. Barb Searing has agreed to lead
the group through the provided questions.
Hope to see you there
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Congregational
Meeting
January 26th
Following the service
Annual reports are
needed by Monday
January 13th due
to requests from
members wanting to
look at the reports
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Letter from Presbytery of the Midwest, E.P.C.:
Or the real reason we see a white and orange envelope in the box of giving envelopes:
Dear Church Leadership Teams,
We want to extend thanks to all the churches of the Midwest Presbytery for your faithfulness as stewards of
God’s grace. An indication of that faithfulness is shown in your sending Per Member Asking check to the
Presbytery and General Assembly on an ongoing basis. Another indication is shown in sending your members
to serve on our various committees as well as on General Assembly Leadership Teams. We are looking forward to fulfilling the financial offerings and celebrating the volunteer involvements as we come to the end of
the year.
Here is what we have done with the gifts from your churches:


We have helped candidates and ministers prepare for their examinations and calls to churches;



We have supported church planting and revitalization within the Presbytery;



We have continued to provide upport for the ministry work in the Inner City of Detroit;



We have provided support to World Outreach Partners working among ethnic groups in our region and
around the world;



We have provided pastoral care for pastors and churches who have reached out to us;



We have provided meaningful and relevant content at our Presbytery meetings;



We have launched a new approach to the State Clerk’s office with two new staff who are assisting us to
establish vision and provide relational support while at the same time carefully overseeing the administrative details of our work;



We have added Tech support for our Website and distance meetings

Been thinking about Membership?
If you think of First Presbyterian as ‘your church’ home, we hope you will prayerfully consider learning more about the
church. For those who decide to pursue membership, this is an opportunity to get that done.
A two-part event is planned after the holidays. On Sunday, January 12, 2020, a class will gather after worship from noon to
2 pm. Light lunch will be provided. During this first part of the class, Pastor Ian will provide some information about who
we are, what we believe, and how you can plug in. Also, we hope to answer any questions you may have. There is no obligation to join the church because you have attended the class.
The second part will be on Tuesday, January 21 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm, and will be for those who wish to join the church.
They will meet with members of Session (our governing board) at the beginning of their January meeting. They will be
invited to share just a bit about their faith and desire to join the church.
Then, on Sunday, January 26, the group that is joining the congregation will be publicly received into membership by affirmation of faith during the worship service.
This class is intended to strengthen your bonds to the church, to make the active membership roll of the church more
closely match the actual people active in the congregation, and to allow you to be able to vote on church matters during
Congregational Meetings.
Questions? Please contact the pastor, Ian Ferguson (217-710-6836 0605ferguson@gmail.com) or
the Clerk of Session, Barb Searing (419-399-3204 barb@searingfamily.com)
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Information from Carol Razo, Treasurer
Answer to question on page 4: Her name is Linda Baumert and she is from
Antwerp. Greet her when you come in on Friday mornings.

Drug Court
The photo above is a group of happy drug court participants surrounding Judge Beckman. The photo to the
left are the gifts from this church filling the courtroom
for the children of the participants. You made a very
merry Christmas for many!
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Ruth Eschbach: The last report
from my doctor was “cancer free!”

Sue Crossland: watching my condo go up and
picking out things for it.
Successful hand surgery which removed pain
and gradually hands will get stronger.
A comment from the church
pews: It gives me a total warm
fuzzy to have new families in my
seats and joining in the life of the
congregation. What a blessing to
our church.
Several from the choir made this comment: We’re excited to have new people in the choir. It fills us with optimism to see their willingness and enthusiasm for the special ministry we
are blessed with……the music, the
organ, and Sue Crossland’s talent.

Martha Punches: This summer I
went to PA for my family reunion. I
was able to visit with friends, worship at my home church and see
lots of family members
Paul and Martha Punches: surgeries
appear to be over, pain diminished,
and health returning to both of us.
Sue Paulus: We celebrated a
milestone anniversary but the real
blessings were those here to help
us celebrate; family from Georgia,
New Jersey, Indiana as well as all
of you wonderful local people.
Alissa Ferguson: we welcomed
healthy abd happy Henry into our
family.
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Barb Searing: I’m grateful to have had the
opportunity to go on a cruise of the Great
Lakes in early September……not only for the
sights, sounds and food (!), but for the heightened realization of how God has blessed this
season of our lives with the good health, time,
and the ability to go.

Paul Punches: We finally were well enough
to go camping, connecting with family in MI
and enjoying attraction and scenery while in
IN.
Betty St. John: while poor health is not a
blessing, the cards, notes and prayers from
this church are truly wonderful and those
things are what got me through this time of
trial.

Church activities: it has been wonderful to have
access to the fellowship hall for a full year for our
Paulding Writers’ Group. Thank you, church!

Jane Nice: Helping Judge Beckman and all of the
people in Drug Court.
Applying for and getting the Historical Marker
at the site of the Reservoir War.
Page 7

First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com
In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

Sunday School 9: 00
Worship Music 10:15
Worship Service 10:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
Paulding OH 45879

