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Thoughts from Ian...
Brynn Grace Ferguson was born at
8:30am on January
12, 2021. She was
7lbs 13oz and
21.25inches long.
Brynn and Mom are
healthy. Praise God! Alissa and I want
to thank all of you for your support as
we welcome Brynn Grace into our family and this community. Your prayers,
gifts, and encouragement have meant a
lot.
After a few days in the hospital, Brynn
and Mom were able to come home to
rest. When Brynn came home from the
hospital, her brothers rolled out the red
carpet. Samuel and Henry put on quite a
show. They held her and showed her all
their toys. As you can see in the picture,
the boys decided that her first nap
should include an entourage of their
stuffed animals. Their trusted stuffed
friends stood guard as Brynn slept.
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you that in heaven their angels always
see the face of my Father who is in
heaven.” In talking about how a good
shepherd will leave the 99 to rescue
one lost sheep, Jesus says that this
“little one” should not be looked
down upon. Why? As John Piper puts
it, “Let the magnificence of every unimpressive Christian’s entourage of
angels silence our scorn and awaken
awe at the simplest children of God.”
As Brynn slept, surrounded by her
brothers’ “stuffies” I could not help
but think of the angels God sends as
protectors of His people. As Psalm
34:7 says, “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him,
and he delivers them.”

John Calvin, the great church reformer, wrote “…not one angel only,
but many, have been commissioned to
guard every one of the faithful….let
us rest satisfied with holding that the
care of the whole Church is commitThis scene reminded me of other
ted to angels, to assist each member
guardians sent out of love. In Matthew
as his necessities shall re18:10, Jesus said “See that you do not
quire.” (Commentary on a Harmony
despise one of these little ones. For I tell of the Evangelists Matthew,
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Mark, and Luke, on Matthew 18:10)
Do you know God, in His love, has
set a guard around you? Angels are
real. They carry out God’s purposes,
bring His Word, fight God’s battles,
and minister to us. This should give
us a greater assurance of God’s care
and protection.
Brynn did not see or understand herbrothers’ loving care and protection
that day, but that did not mean it was
not present. In the same way, we
may not see or we may forget God’s
protection in our lives. But that does
not mean God is not present or holding us in the palm of his hand. May
we all have eyes to see God’s love
for us. May we all not look down
upon the least of these for their entourage of angels should give us
pause.

February 2021
Sun

Mon

1

2Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

Fri

4

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

NA meets at 7:30

7

8

9

10

11

Communion

NA meets at 7:30

14

15
Valentine’s
Day

16

17

18

Session 7:00
Ash Wednesday
Service
NA meets at 7:30
7:00 pm

21

22

23

24

25

Installation of
Elders and Deacons

Writers’ Group
7:00

NA meets at 7:30

28

February birthday
Feb. 1- Sydney Reineck
Feb. 2 - Mattea St. John
Baker
Feb. 10 - Dan Karlstadt
Feb. 11- Charles Strahley

Feb. 12- Susan Paulus
Feb. 15- Marty Crossland
Feb. 15- Maely Crossland
Alexander
Feb. 15- Jim Smith Jr.
Feb. 15 - Arlene Cline

We have new people that I have no
February Anniversaries:
birthday or anniversary information
Feb. 16—Ken and Judy Robinson
for, we love including everyone. Please
give info to the office.

Please give me all birthdays
and anniversaries! Sue P.

Session Highlights
The January 19th regular Session meeting
was held in the Fellowship Hall of Paulding
First Presbyterian Church (EPC), in
Paulding, Ohio at 7:00pm
Present: RE Sue Crossland, RE Matt
Reineck, RE Dr. Larry Fishbaugh, Alex
Straley, Ruby Crossland, Becky Riley, and
TE Ian Ferguson. A Quorum was declared
and the agenda was adopted.
The meeting was opened with prayer by TE
Ian Ferguson.
Communion was served at the Christmas
Eve service and January 10th, 2021. It will
be served again on February 7th, 2021.
A motion was seconded and passed to approve December Session minutes.
A motion was seconded and passed to approve the treasurer’s financial report
through December.
Nominated REs (Alex Straley and Ruby
Crossland) and deacons (Becky Riley and
Doug Radel) were examined and approved
by Session.
A motion was seconded and passed to apply
for the second round of PPP loans.
A motion was seconded and passed to hold
the ordination and installation service for
new elders and deacons on February 21st,
2021.
A motion was seconded and passed to: pay
for the cottage attic work by using $10,000
of the carryover from the previous year and
the balance from the Nicely Income fund.
Respectfully submitted,
Barb Searing, Clerk of Session
Ian Ferguson, Moderator
(RE: ruling elder, TE: teaching elder)
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Beautiful little Brynn Grace Ferguson. She
weighed 7 lb 13 oz and was 21.25 inches long at
birth.

Pastor Matt (who just
happens to be Brynn’s
grandpa) brought the
Scripture teaching on
Sunday January 24th.
He spoke on knowing
God’s will for our
lives, complete with
outline and a small
book on Knowing
God’s Will. Thank you,
Pastor Matt.
God’s Positioning System by Matt Ferguson
Bud delivered the Scripture teaching on January
17th. His message was
“Don’t Forget to Remember”, challenging us to
remember the faithfulness of the Lord, what He
has done for us, the price
that He paid to do it.
Thanks, Bud.
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Prayer Requests
Pray for all Paulding County essential workers and first responders
COVID is spreading like wildfire in
Paulding County, as well as nationally. Keep praying and stay healthy
Pray for the many dealing with COVID
(I am no longer putting in names, there
are too many. You already pray for the
ones you know personally, and we pray
together for all)
Nick Martinez
Randy Larson, Stallkamp’s brother-inlaw, lives in AZ. Angiogram shows 100%
blockage in one artery, 70% in a second.
Hospitals are full, no treatment available.
Jim Stewart, staying with his daughter in
Columbus who is a registered nurse
Eric Jackson, police officer in NashvilleCarol Herring, spasms in bladder and kidneys, painful and doctors can’t find cause
Bob Noneman, please continue in prayer
Ruth Ann
Tim
Allison
Garey Conley, 8 surgeries in two years.
His colon ruptured a year ago, doctors
unable to repair.
Larry Colley, heart issues
Jim, Tim Mindling father’s, is now on hospice.
Philip, Karen Mindling’s brother, had a
heart attack last month. It is less serious
than originally thought, but please pray
for physical healing that will lead to a
walk with the Lord
Dave Foltz, waiting for double lung transplant, plus heart transplant
Paul Punches
Arlene Cline
Jim Smith
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig
Our national leaders
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The family of Ellie Fellers
The family of Josh Lucas
The family of Judy Ackerman
The family of John Ankney
So many battling various cancers:
Ken Wagner
John Relyea
Page Gillett
Scott St. John
Bob Egler
Mary Becker
Patty Radel
Joe Bowyer
Nancy Stoller
Bob Noneman
Patty Radel
Joe Bowyer
Nancy Stoller
Bob Noneman Pray
this week for:
Pray this week for:
Those giving and scheduling vaccines
Austin, Paulding Drug Court participant
Front line essential workers
Praise:
Baby Brynn Grace Ferguson is born
Joe Clark, Marcia Wiebe’s father, is in a
care facility, doing well. Cancer has not
grown or spread.
Joe DenHerder is in Grand Rapids getting physical therapy and may come
home this week. Thank you for praying.

Ash Wednesday Service
Prepare your heart for Lent through prayer and contrition on Wednesday February 17th. The service is
in our sanctuary at 7:00 pm.
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From treasurer, Carol Razo

Some lovely winter decorating:
The Christmas decorations are gone for now, but Jill Straley left us
with some winter beauty. The icy-looking whites are pretty. Thank
you, Jill.

Dear Church Family, I miss you all so very much, the music,
the love that I have felt in the past. But what I miss most is
the fellowship and being in the midst of other believers.
I would like to thank Jill Straley for dropping off my giving
envelopes and asking how I was doing after my accident.
Second, a thank you to Mary McMaster for stopping by with a gift from the church at
Christmas time. The nativity scene was so beautiful and is still on my dining table.
Thank you for your prayers, love, and acts of kindness.
In Jesus Christ, Marcia Brune
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Lighthouse
Library News
After lots of prayer
while waiting on the
Lord for direction, the
Lighthouse Library
care is now in the
hands of Brent Fishbaugh. He met with
Marlene Buehler and Judy Robinson, they
shared their in depth knowledge of the library and he took the reins. Thank you to
Brent for taking on this task, and a thank
you to Marlene and Judy for the years that
they put in as caregivers to our wonderful
library.

February meals for the Ferguson
Family: Meals are being planned to help Alissa
and the family through the month of February.
The plans are for a meal to be provided on Mondays and Thursdays through the month, allowing
the family to eat up leftovers, order a pizza, or
‘just do their own thing’. Alissa is granting ‘extra
points’ to cooks who include the recipe.
The sign-up sheet is in the secretary’s office, the
dates available are Monday February 8th, Monday February 15th, Thursday February 18th,
Monday February 22nd, Monday March 1st.
As your day approaches, please text or call Alissa
(217-710-6809) to make plans for drop-off. Thanks
all!

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I
have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor
and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not
have love, I gain nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But
where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled;
where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. When I was a child, I
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I
put the ways of childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am
fully known. And now these three remain:
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
May you be surrounded by love!
May you be filled with love! May
you share this love with those you
meet! Susan Paulus
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The Newly Converted Attic
in the Cottage
After many months of planning and working, the
attic was finished the day before baby Brynn was
born.
The top picture on left is Doug Radel painting, the
top right is a before shot. The bottom three show
the beautiful finished work. What a delightful
new area for our Pastor and his family.

Winter Haiku Inversion
Ev’ry branch liquid silver
Melting frozen heart
God’s confection for my world
Susan Paulus
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9:00 by Zoom
Worship Music 10:15
Worship Service 01:30:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

