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Thoughts from Ian... 
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 It is the time of 

the year when 

toy magazines 

flood into mail 

slots and our 

boys daydream 

as they point out the gifts 

they want on their Christmas 

list. It is a fun activity for 

them. They may even get a 

few of the gifts they eagerly 

circle in the magazines. I re-

member doing the same 

thing with my brother grow-

ing up. Christmas is almost 

here…or is it? 

CNN recently reported “The 

supply chain nightmare 

that's been plaguing the 

global economy for over a 

year is about to snarl the 

holiday shopping season. 

Think barren shelves, mas-

sive shipping delays, and no 

small amount of sticker 

shock.” According to the arti-

cle, the US Postal service is a 

mess, high-end manufactur-

ing is disappearing, trade 

wars are heating up, and job 

reports are looking grim. On 

social media, you might read 

people posting, “Are we going 

to miss Christmas this year?” 

Some of us might, but for 

reasons we may not expect.  

Ever since that first Christ-

mas, some people have 

missed it. But they did not 

miss Christmas because of 

supply chain problems or 

trade wars. They missed 

Christmas because they 

missed Jesus. And some still 

do. 

To prepare for Christmas, I 

was recently reading John 

MacArthur’s book “God With 

Us: The Miracle of Christ-

mas.” He writes “Did you 

know most people miss 

Christmas every year? That 

may sound rather silly, espe-

cially in North America, 

where during the holidays we 

drown in a sea of Christmas 

advertising. Still, I’m con-

vinced that most people miss 

Christmas.” Most people miss 

Christmas today for the same 

reasons most people missed 

that first Christmas. 

Herod missed that first 

Christmas out of fearful 

pride. He was threatened by 

a newborn king that chal-

lenged his rule. He did not go 

and see for himself but sent 

the wisemen. Still, there are 

those who are threatened by 

Jesus’ kingship and fail to 

fall at his feet in humble  

adoration. 

The religious leaders missed 

that first Christmas out of 

righteous indifference. They 

knew where the Messiah was 

to be born. They had even in-

formed Herod! But they were 

not to be bothered by a Mes-

siah who could save them. 

Perhaps because they trusted 

in their own self-

righteousness. Still, there are 

those who are indifferent to 

Jesus because they do not be-

lieve they need him. 

The Romans missed that first 

Christmas out of their idola-

try. They did not need the 

God who put on flesh, be-

cause they had plenty of their 

own gods. They had gods for 

everything and if God wanted 

in, He could get in line. 

America does not have 

carved idols. But there are 

those today who would rather 

miss Jesus and worship self-

ishness, materialism, power, 

and fame. 

Many people missed Christ-

mas that first year and many 

people still do. Remember to 

make Christmas about Jesus. 

Worship him in humble ado-

ration. Trust in Jesus’ good-

ness instead of your own. Put 

your mind on Him first. 

How? One way would be to 

come and worship with us. 

Check out the events we are 

doing this month. But don’t 
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Presby Praise 
Singers 7:00 

 
 

2Children  

practice for 

their program 
Women’s Ecu-
menical potluck 

and program 
6:00 Divine 

Mercy  

NA meets at 
7:30 
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4 

 

5 
 

 
 

Communion 

6 
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Children practice for 
their program 

 

8 

 

 
 
 

Presby Praise 
Singers 7:00 

 

9 
 

Children prac-
tice for their 
program 

 
 

NA meets at 

7:30 

10 
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12 

 
 

Children Partici-
pate in our worship 

service 
 

13 
 

 

14 

 

Lunch served to 

volunteers at the 

fairgrounds. Noon 

 

Wrapping Angel 

tree gifts at 1:00 

 

15 

 

 

 
 

Presby Praise 
Singers 7:00 

16 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

NA meets at 
7:30 

17 
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Session 7:00 

 
 

 

 

22 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Presby Praise 

Singers 7:00 

23 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

NA meets at 
7:30 

24 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas Eve 

Service at 11:00 

25 
 

 
 

26 
 

 

27 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 28 
  

 
Writers’ Group  

10:30 am 

 
 
 

 29 

 

 

 
 

Presby Praise 

Singers 7:00 

 30 
 

 
 
 

 
NA meets at 

7:30 

31  
 

December 2021 

17th - Cindy Koenig 

17th - Madison Verfaillie 

18th - Alissa Ferguson 

20th - Matt Stoller 

21st - Christine Fife 

23rd - Alex Wiebe 

24th - Paul Searing 

 

December Anniversaries 

13th - Jeremy & Christine Fife 

28th - Barb and Stan Searing  

December Birthdays 

4th - Matt Reineck 

5th - Carter Crossland 

7th - Julia Fife 

13th - Cara Lou Strahley 

14th - Todd Searing 
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Session  Highlights   

November Session Highlights 

A regular Session meeting was held Tuesday, 

November 16, 2021, in the Fellowship Hall at 

7:00pm. 

Past and Future Noteworthy Events:   

- The Women’s Retreat on Oct. 30th was well 

attended (between 65-70 people were there). 

- Several men were able to join Pastor Ian 

and Doug Radel for breakfast and fellowship 

on Nov. 13th. 

- The “Pastor’s Welcome to New Members 

Class” on Nov.14th was attended by a few peo-

ple, also. We will be welcoming a new mem-

ber to our church family on Nov. 21st during 

worship as we also celebrate our congrega-

tion’s 145th Anniversary (a year late due to 

Covid-19). Those congregants reaching bench-

mark years of membership will also be recog-

nized and honored at that time. 

- Information was provided regarding the 

Shoebox Mission. These were to be turned in 

by Nov. 21st. 

- Angel Tree Ministry information has also 

been provided. 

- Advent commences Nov. 28th.  

- The Women’s Ecumenical Meal is Dec. 2nd 

hosted by Divine Mercy Catholic Church. 

- Communion will be served Dec. 5th. 

Old Business 

Property updates:  

- The new garage has been sided, 3 old refrig-

erators are ready to be sold having been     

replaced with 2 new ones, and the sanctuary 

repairs will be done early in 2022. 

New Business 

- Session perused several job descriptions 

drafted by Pastor Ian pertaining to positions 

that serve our church’s needs.  

We are hoping to have a short “Birthday 

Celebration for Jesus” during worship service 

on Dec. 12 provided by children with connec-

tions to our congregation. Look for updates in 

future bulletins. 

Ruby Crossland, Clerk of Session 

Ian Ferguson, Moderator 

Our own Stan Searing was the official con-

ductor for the Polar Express at the Festival 

of Trees, John Paulding Historical Society, 

this November.  

All Aboard! 

The warm fuzzy 

tree is in the en-

trance hall waiting 

for our gifts of    

mittens, gloves, scarves, underwear, socks, 

long pants with elastic waists and other 

winter items that will be taken to the 

schools throughout Paulding County. Thank 

you and Merry Christmas! 
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A Special Service with our Kids! 

Our children will be sharing a few songs with us 

at our service on Sunday December 12.  We will 

have just 4 practices after school on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays - Nov. 30, Dec.2, 7, and 9 until 

4:15.  All kids welcome to participate!   

If transportation is a problem let Sue Crossland 

(419 786 9263) or Ruby Crossland (419 399 7528) know and we’ll work it out! 

 

During the Shop Small event spon-

sored by the Paulding Chamber of 

Commerce, local authors met at 

the Paulding County Carnegie   

Library to offer books and other 

items to the public. During our 

time there, local author Danielle 

Pennington Haas dropped in to say 

hello and visit for a bit. She has a 

title coming out this week. 

Matched with Murder will be avail-

able at Walmart and bookstores on 

November 30th. 

Presbyterian Authors  

Jane Nice, Danielle Pennington Haas, Susan Paulus 

 

Opa and 

Gramma Koenig 

with their girls. 

Bud and Cindy are 

holding granddaugh-

ters Selah Grace, age 

4, and Mary Ann, 

daughters of Kristen 

and Jeff Gerber. 

 Mary Ann was born 

November 4th, weigh-

ing 6 lb 11 oz and 19 “ 

long. 
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Ladies Do Lunch with a twist 

Tuesday, Dec 14 will be different! Just for this month. 

 

Instead of going to a restaurant at noon to socialize, the 

Women’s Board was asked if we could SERVE a lunch that day 

to the volunteers from the West Ohio Food Bank who will have 

been distributing food at the fairgrounds that morning. 

We have agreed to bless those volunteers who have, in turn, 

been blessing others that day.  

 

We have a number of church ladies lined up to help provide 

food and/or serve, so things are under control. If you’d care to 

use your usual Ladies Do Lunch time helping at church, contact 

Barb Searing at 419-769-0327. You’d also be most welcome to 

come to the fairgrounds and eat with the Food Bank helpers 

that day… Merry Christmas! 

From treasurer, Carol Razo 

  

A Thank You Note Dear Church Family, I am healing a bit each day. I am sore and 

body aches, left shoulder and right hip hurts a lot at times. I use a walking stick to walk. 

I am so thankful for all you friends, your cards and prayers. Thanks so much.  

 Love to all, Justine 
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Jane Nice speaking to the 

group at lunch, sharing     

Above photo: 50 year 

(or more) members: 

Russell McMaster, 

Mary McMaster, Susan 

Crossland, Phyllis 

Crossland, Don Cross-

land Jr., Susan Paulus, 

Dick Paulus, Paul 

Punches, Judy Robin-

son, Ken Robinson. 

Left photo: two  gen-

erations of 50 year plus 

members in the Cross-

land family.  

Pastor 

Ian     

welcomes 

new 

member 

Grace 

Meyer. 

Anniversary Sunday 

Some of the guests at lunch 
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We filled 31 shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child! 

Step one in Christmas decorating is 

to take all the fall items to the  

basement. Can you find Samuel? 

step 2, step 3, step 4, step 5, step 6, step 7, step 8, step 9, step 10, step 11, step 12 and . . . 

The final result! This photo taken 

the 1st Sunday of Advent  

Credit to Stan Searing 

Our Christmas Eve Service 

Join with Christians celebrating the birth of 

Christ on Christmas Eve, Friday December 24, at 

11:00 pm. Hearing our 100 year old organ played 

by Susan Crossland, listening to the meditation on 

His birth by Pastor Ian, celebrating communion, 

singing carols, together we worship Christ the 

newborn King. 
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Old friends, new friends, family members, prayer shawl receivers! 

Our speaker, our trio, our pianist!  

What a wonderful day! 

An Invitation to Intimacy:  

presented by Kim Snyder 
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39th Annual Presbyterian 

Women’s Retreat 

October 30, 2021 



 

                                                                            

Sunday School at 9.00  

Worship Service 10:30 

                 

  First Presbyterian Church 

Corner of Caroline & Cherry  

Paulding OH 45879 

 

In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com 
Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

 


