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Thoughts from Ian...
This year has
been a year to
remember. By that,
I mean that 2020
was a good year to
remember better
times. This year,
too, will pass and I
hope that some of our troubles will
pass along with it. This year is our
145th year of worship as Paulding
First Presbyterian church and it has
been a good year to remember all that
God has done among us.
One way that we celebrated
145 years together was through our
“drive-thru” celebration of hotdogs
and ice cream. I had a lot of fun seeing
many of you! Everything is better
with ice cream, even this year. Another way we celebrated was by putting an article in the upcoming
Paulding County, Ohio: A Pictorial
History Volume III. I hope that you
can buy or borrow a copy when it
comes out. It was fun to write the article and I am indebted to Jane Nice’s
work in preserving our church’s history.
Retold in the introduction of
our book celebrating this church’s 125
years of ministry, Jane recalled J.R.
Ross’s 1935 Historical Sketch where
he wrote about our church, drawing
upon the imagery of Psalm 1: “our
church is a permanent organization,
‘like a calm, peaceful stream, constantly flowing, bearing the waters of
life from which many have drunk and
been refreshed--- those who have lingered along its banks ever changing,
but the water ever the same.’” It was
another year “lingering along the
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bank” for many of us as we drank
from the water of God’s Word. There
is a connection here between J.R.
Ross’s words and the present.
The year began with a series
by Ray Vander Laan called Walking
with God in the Desert. Little did I
know how relevant the series would
be! We learned about the Acacia
tree, which is probably being referred to in Psalm 1 and echoed in
the quote above.
Blessed is the one who does not
walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners
take
or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of
the LORD,
and who meditates on his law day
and night.
That person is like a tree planted
by streams of water,
which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither—
whatever they do prospers.
Psalm 1
Acacia trees grow along
the edge of dry riverbeds in harsh
deserts. These trees are testimonies to God’s ever-present provision in the desert. 2020 has been a
desert time for many of us but I
hope that it has also been a time
of growth. For we know that if we
plant ourselves in God’s Word,
there will be fruit in its season.
Desert times are troubled times
when God mercifully provides for
his people and draws us into an
intimate relationship with him. In
other words, desert times are op-

portunities to let your roots go down
deep. As Colossians 2:7 says “Let
your roots grow down into him, and
let your lives be built on him. Then
your faith will grow strong in the
truth you were taught, and you will
overflow with thankfulness.”
God’s provision is never far
away. I hope for another 145 years
of this church being a bank for that
life-giving stream. I trust that God
will continue to minister through us
and that we would continue to trust
in God’s provision. Let us look to
God for leading and empowering,
even in our desert times.

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thu

Fri

3

4

Sat

5
Drive by Prayer
Vigil against
COVID
3 to 7 pm

NA meets at 7:30

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

18

19

25

26

Second Sunday in
Advent

Communion

13

NA meets at 7:30

14

15

16

17

Third Sunday in
Advent

Session 7:00
NA meets at 7:30

20

21

22

23

Fourth Sunday in
Advent

24
Christmas Eve

NA meets at 7:30

27

28

29

30

31
New Year’s Eve

NA meets at 7:00

December Birthdays:
4th - Matt Reineck
5th - Carter Crossland
7th - Julia Fife
13th - Cara Lou Strahley
14th - Todd Searing
17th - Cindy Koenig

17th - Madison Verfaillie
18th - Alissa Ferguson
20th - Matt Stoller
20th - Ryan St. John
21st - Christine Fife
23rd - Alex Weibe
24th - Paul Searing

Anniversaries:
13th - Jeremy & Christine
Fife
17th - Jim and Doris Smith
28th - Barb and Stan Searing

We have new people that I have no
birthday or anniversary information
for, we love including everyone. Please
give info to the office.

Please give me all birthdays
and anniversaries! Sue P.

Session Highlights
At the November Session meeting, elders:
*met over Zoom
*discussed Covid and the fact that Paulding
County has been moved into the ‘red’ category due to rising cases. Elders agreed to
continue in-person and virtual worship services with renewed stress on safety precautions; switch Sunday School to a Zoom format; and suspend the meeting of other
small groups (ie. men’s breakfast, ladies’
Women on Wednesday, Alissa’s baby
shower, etc). The Covid situation will be
continuously evaluated as guidance is received from county and state health officials.
*allowed NA meetings to continue on
Thursday evenings using the youth lounge
and following best practices. Writers’ Group
was asked to suspend their November
meeting.
*approved the 2021 budget. Requests made
by committees were honored; replacing the
office computer was included; and 3% raises
for all staff were factored in. The wild card
in the pastor’s salary package, as always, is
the cost of medical/dental insurance.
*learned that the Nominating committee
will be meeting to develop the slate of officers for the 2021-22-23 elder and deacon
terms. The proposed officer slate will be
considered by Session in December.
*stated that a Congregational Meeting will
be scheduled to elect the above-mentioned
officers and to share the above-mentioned
budget, likely in early January.
*heard three broad areas that Pastor Ian
and the personnel committee will be focusing on in 2021 based on his annual review:
attracting and programming for young people and children; further developing leadership skills through continuing education;
and increasing visitation/contact with
members and new attendees. Pastor Ian’s
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activity report for the past month already reflected
these areas.
*heard that the new live-streaming upgrade is
working well, and that Pastor is learning more
about using it every week!
*learned that the church’s PPP loan through the
SBA has been forgiven, as anticipated.
*approved a drive-through prayer vigil against
Covid in the parking lot on Sat., Nov. 28 (10 am - 2
pm) and Sat., Dec. 5 (3 pm - 7 pm). Times match
the Shop the Square event planned by the Chamber of Commerce. Flyers will be handed out with
specific areas to pray for, pertinent scriptures, and
generally raised awareness of the need. People can
drive through, pull in and pray in the lot, or even
honk support.
*approved use of funds in the Solid Rock youth account toward a short Bible study/fun event for
teens. Pastor Ian and Sydney Reineck are discussing ideas for this.
*approved Pastor Ian to perform Isaac Nice’s wedding in the Indianapolis area in 2022.
Respectfully submitted,
Barb Searing, Clerk of Session

Christmas Eve Service
Thursday December 24
11:00 PM
Candlelight, music,
communion and a
meditation from the Word
(keep watch for updates and any
changes in the schedule that might occur)
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Prayer Requests
Pray for all Paulding County essential
workers and first responders COVID is
spreading like wildfire in Paulding
County, as well as nationally. Keep praying and stay healthy
Pray for the many dealing with COVID
Doug Radel, appointment with specialist on
Tuesday the 24th
Martha Punches, appointment with specialist
on Tuesday 24th
Larry Colley, heart issues
Nola Ginter, home from Lutheran Hospital
after being treated for blood clots in lungs
Chuck Lutz, in a care facility following stroke,
has COVID
Judy Ackerman, diagnosed with multiple myeloma, hospitalized for tests and pain control
Joe Clark, 96 year old father of Marcia Wiebe,
pancreatic cancer, family decisions have to be
made
Jim, Tim Mindling father’s, after several
weeks of weight loss, increasing pain and
weakness, tests have revealed that he has
pancreatic cancer with metastasis to the liver
and lungs
Philip, Karen Mindling’s brother, had a heart
attack this past week. It is less serious than
originally thought, but please pray for physical
healing that will lead to a walk with the Lord
Lonnie Schooley, Donna’s husband, has been
in and out of the hospital the past few months,
they requested prayer
Briley, Noneman’s great granddaughter is
having surgery at Mayo Clinic soon
Frankie Taylor, complications following surgery
Dave Foltz, waiting for double lung transplant, plus heart transplant
Paul Punches
John and Dawn Relyea, John is now unemployed due to health issues, has been hospitalized with COVID. No job means no insurance
Bob Noneman, had surgery for colon cancer
Arlene Cline
Kim and Dan Sutton, Dan is currently cancer
free but still can’t swallow, keep praying.
Jim Smith
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig
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Our national leaders
The family of Barbara Miller Kochensparger
The family of Wayne Stoller
The family of Phil Fitzwater, Robinson’s
brother-in-law
The family of Deston Verfaillie
The family of Brittney, Dave Stallkamp’s
niece
So many battling various cancers:
Ken Wagner
John Relyea
Page Gillett
Scott St. John
Bob Egler
Mary Becker
Patty Radel
Joe Bowyer
Nancy Stoller
Bob Noneman
Pray this week for:
Pray for the country
Austin, Paulding Drug Court participants
Northwest Ohio hospital employees
Praise:
Barb Laisure, following her kidney transplant
Dave Coor is doing very well
Gavin Clark is recovering well
Bob Noneman is recovering from cancer surgery
Stan Searing’s 96 year old aunt is recovering
from the corona virus, soon to be back home
We received a donation in memory of Dorothy
and Don Edens to use for “folks who are
struggling this holiday season.”

Merry Christmas from the staff:
Susan Crossland, Carol Razo, and
Sue Paulus
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The Cottage Attic

From treasurer, Carol Razo

Two pictures of the work being done currently. Ian promises “after” pictures next month.
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Streams of Living Water
Drink deep
Drink of the Gifts of God
Enjoy the clear, fresh, pure water
Remembering that at no time are these gifts ours
They are God’s gifts to others through us
So drink in and pour out!
Pour out His love
His peace
His comfort
His strength
Pour out His holiness
His compassion
His joy
His Word

This year’s Advent series
will be on Isaiah 9:6

Keep the Living Water flowing
Pour out everything He has blessed you with
Drink deep
Drink in and pour out
Others need to see Him through you
Susan Paulus
August 2015
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Now available in our own Lighthouse
Library! You're stronger than you think because God is nearer than you know! He'll meet
you wherever, whenever---in lonely waiting
rooms, rehab centers,
and convalescent homes.
Into all of life's messes
and thorny thickets,
he'll come to you, without hesitation, to lift you
up. Lucado demonstrates by walking you
through John's words
and Christ's miracles.

We made it through two Wednesdays before we had to put
the group of WOW on hold. Barb Searing, leader and photographer, wanted seven or eight only, for social distancing.
Pictured are the ones in attendance the first week: top picture left to right: Susan Paulus, Rhee Adams, Becky Riley,
Lower picture left to right: Phyllis Crossland, Susan Crossland and Alissa Ferguson. Add our photographer to that and
we have seven. So sad that we had to put this on hold.

Our leader using her decorating skills, as
well as her skill in directing the work.
Thank You Jill! Your work is appreciated,
you help us worship the Lord during this
Advent season.

Our thanksgiving
service on Sunday
November 22. Beautiful fall colors
through out the
sanctuary, Pastor
Ian at the pulpit.
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com
Church website:
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

Sunday School at 9:00 by Zoom
Worship Music 10:15
Worship Service 01:30:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry
Paulding OH 45879

