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Thoughts from Ian...
Last month, I began
my new duties as a
referee. No, I am not
refereeing for a school
sport or a sports
league. I began refereeing the wrestling
matches between my
two sons. I don’t call
points or declare winners, but I do try to make sure they
don’t hurt one another. Samuel, my 2½
-year-old, loves to jump on Henry and
tussle. When Henry, the 8-month-old,
sees Samuel within reach, he enjoys
crawling over to see if he can get the
upper hand. Henry has no chance of
winning against his older brother, but
both enjoy their matches.
As I watch over the two in their
contests of strength, I could not help
but think of another wrestling match
that happened long ago. The two contestants could not have been more unevenly matched. It was the wrestling
match between Jacob and God.
In Genesis 31, God told Jacob
to go back home and reconcile with his
brother Esau. So, Jacob heads back to
his homeland. Esau and Jacob were not
on the best of terms. So, when Esau
hears that his brother is returning, he
goes to meet Jacob with a group of 400
men. Hearing this, Jacob prays, “God,
save me from my brother
Esau!” (32:11)
The night before Jacob meets
Esau, Jacob can’t sleep and goes off by
himself. Suddenly, in the dark of night,
Jacob is ambushed by a mysterious
figure. For the rest of the night, this
figure wrestles with Jacob. At dawn,
the man touches Jacob’s hip and it is
wrenched but Jacob will not let go.
Jacob says “I will not let go unless you
bless me!”

Who is this mystery man? We
see from later in this text and from elsewhere in the Bible (Genesis 32: 30; Hosea 12) this figure was a pre-incarnation
of God Himself. God started this wrestling match because He wanted something from Jacob. It appears God was
restraining His power and somewhere
along the line Jacob figured out who he
was wrestling.
In Hosea 12:4, we read Jacob is
sobbing at this point (likely from the
pain, exhaustion, and desperation!). In
tears, Jacob says he isn’t letting go
unless God blesses him. Oh, how God
loved to hear those words! Jacob, who
always wanted to do things his way,
was finally admitting he couldn’t handle
things himself. He desperately needed
God’s blessing. He couldn’t go on without it. In humility, Jacob begs God for a
blessing.
“What is your name?” God
asked. Jacob replied “Jacob,” meaning
“deceiver.” His name is a confession of
his sin and Jacob owns it. And then God
tells him that his name is now “Israel,”
popularly meaning “he struggles with
God,” probably rather more precisely,
“let God rule” or “God rules!” (The Westminster Dictionary of the Bible). Jacob,
now Israel, would have a limp the rest
of his life as a reminder of this wrestling
match with God. Jacob does not outlast
God. God wins when Jacob humbles
himself before God
and he receives a
new name.
As
the dawn
came, Jacob
still didn’t
know what
was going
to happen
when Esau
arrived but
he did know

“God wins.” So, instead of finding Jacob cowering in fear, we
read that Jacob went ahead of
everyone to meet Esau and his
400 men. Jacob was assured
that whatever was going to happen, God’s reigns! This gave him
the confidence he needed.
Jacob teaches us that we
should admit the truth about
our condition. Not until we admit our sin and receive a new
name can we become fully who
we were created to be. Come to
Jesus, he will give you a new
name (a new future). Humble
yourself because eventually
every knee will bow to the King
of Kings.
Samuel and Henry will
continue to grow. Until Henry
gets significantly bigger, he will
not stand a chance against Samuel. But Henry does not need to
worry because his brother is not
out to hurt him. When we go
through tough times, we also do
not need to worry because our
Father is not out to destroy us.
He wants us to turn to Him and
humble ourselves. Since we are
His people, we can find confidence in the fact that God wins.
Have a Merry Christmas.
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Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

4

1st Sunday of
Advent

8
Congregational
meeting

10

11

Wrap gifts for Angel
Tree 1-4 pm

2nd Sunday of
Advent

15

5

Choir practice
7:00

9

Choir practice
7:00

16

Thu

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

1st Wednesday
meal and service

Strengthening Families
5:30 to 8:00

Communion

Wed

17

18

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

12
N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

19
Help Me Grow play
group 9:30 to 11

3rd Sunday of
Advent

22

Session 7:00
Choir practice
7:00

23

24

25

N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

26
N.A. meeting at
7:30 in the
Youth Lounge

4th Sunday of
Advent

Christmas Eve
Service 11:00 pm

29

30

December Birthdays
th

4 - Matt Reineck
5th - Carter Crossland
7th - Julia Fife
13th - Cara Lou Strahley

31

14th - Todd Searing
17th - Cindy Koenig
17th - Madison Verfaillie
18th - Alissa Ferguson
20th - Matt Stoller
20th - Ryan St. John

21st - Christine Fife
23rd - Alex Weibe
24th - Paul Searing

December Anniversaries
13th – Jeremy & Christine Fife
17th – Jim and Doris Smith
28th - Barb and Stan Searing

We have new people that I have no birthday or anniversary information for, we love including everyone. Please give info to the office.

Session Highlights
At the November Session meeting on Tuesday, Nov.
17, elders:

Wednesday meal on Wed., Dec. 4, and the light lunch for the
membership class.

*received, discussed, and accepted the Finance Committee’s recommendation for the 2020 church budget.
The committee also recommended a credit card be
opened for two authorized church users, Pastor Ian and
secretary Sue Paulus, and reporting to Session monthly.

Respectfully submitted,

*were reminded that a congregational meeting is scheduled for Sun., Dec. 8 after worship for the membership
to approve the 2020 budget and to elect officers for the
class of 2022.
*learned that the bill for the exterior bricks project has
been paid ($49,275.00), and approved payment of the
bill for the removal of plaster from the south wall
($4225.00). The cleanup by Servicemaster after the
plaster removal ($1200) is to be taken from the maintenance budget. These payouts leave a balance of
$19,610.00 in the “Bricks n Boiler” fund.
*accepted the boiler proposal of Schlatter’s Plumbing
and Heating of $21,978.00 to replace the boilers with
much more efficient and reliable ones. As you can see,
the “Bricks n Boiler” fund has nearly enough to bear
this expense already.

Barb Searing, clerk of Session

Jane Nice and Sue
Paulus, along with several other local authors, presented their
written work at the
Historical Society’s
Festival of Trees on
Thursday night. Nice
crowd, good snacks,
lots of fun.

1st Authors’ Night at Festival

*heard about Pastor Ian’s study leave attending the
PRMI conference. While he was glad he went and enjoyed it, he didn’t think it was an event he would attend
again.
*blessed Pastor Ian’s pursuing a second Mexico mission trip from Jan. 27-30th, 2020, and also his lending
support to Paulding Schools as they explore instituting
the Lifewise Academy project.
*gave permission for clerk Barb Searing to arrange for
binding of the official minutes of Session from 20142019 into hardbound volumes. Barb and treasurer Carol
Razo also filed a “Statement of Continued Existence”
of the church with the Ohio Secretary of State.
*added Writers Group to the 2020 calendar on the 4th
Tuesday of each month at 7 pm.
*approved a membership/know your church class on
January 12 (see separate article).
*approved use of Fellowship Hall on Tues., Dec. 10 at
1 pm to wrap Angel Tree gifts for Drug Court families.
*approved Women’s Board to be listed as an official
committee of the church, with representation on Session. The Women’s Board plans to serve the 1st
Cornerstone News

Page 3

Safe and Sound

New Mexico Cross Country State Meet
Bristyl Stoller rests “safe and
sound” in Daddy’s arms during worship. What a picture of
the meaning of leaning on the
everlasting arms!
Do you know who keeps the Lighthouse Library full of new reading
material, plus they dust, sort and
straighten?
Answer of page 6

Luke Futey approaches the finish
line at the New Mexico State
Cross Country meet. A senior runner for V. Sue Cleveland High
School in Rio Rancho, Luke placed
8th in the state in class 5A. He
has signed a national letter of intent to run cross country and
track for Colorado State Pueblo
next year. He is the son of Chris
and Gretchen (Searing) Futey,
and favorite (only!) grandson of
Stan and Barb Searing.

Leah Futey approaches the
finish line alone at the New
Mexico State Cross Country
meet. She won first place in
class 5A with a time of 18
minutes 26:45 seconds, which
was 19 seconds ahead of the
next runner. Leah is a freshman, daughter of Chris and
Gretchen (Searing) Futey,
and granddaughter of Stan
and Barb.

January Bible Study
Ladies, as you look ahead to the New Year, please consider fitting a 4-session
Bible study into your life!

Congregational
Meeting
December 8th
Following the service

Thursday evenings, January 9 and 16, and then Jan. 30 and Feb. 6, at 7 PM, laWe will elect officers
for 2020 and approve
dies of the church will gather in the Fellowship Hall to look at the topic “The
the 2020 budget.
Verbs of God: How God Moves on our Behalf” by Margaret Feinberg. The
study comes from our church’s subscription to RightNow Media and consists of
four lessons: The Great “I Am”, The God
Who Sees, The God Who Listens, and The
A Good
God Who Calls. Each lesson consists of a
Read
short video segment plus questions to
guide discussion. Barb Searing has agreed
to lead the group through the provided
Heart wrenching,
questions.
compelling reading.
Hope to see you there
It’s in our library...
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Photo #1: Dick with great nephews Jackson and
Jefferson Gillett from Atlanta; #2: Dick and Sue;
#3: daughter Pam Leever , Paulding and granddaughter Danielle Morrison from New Jersey; #4: granddaughter Kacie
Karlstadt from Canton and nephew John Gillett from Atlanta.
4.

3.3

Dick and Sue Paulus 60th Anniversary

Been thinking about Membership?
If you think of First Presbyterian as ‘your church’ home, we hope you will
prayerfully consider learning more about the church. For those who decide
to pursue membership, this is an opportunity to get that done.
A two-part event is planned after the holidays. On Sunday, January 12, 2020,
a class will gather after worship from noon to 2 pm. Light lunch will be provided. During this first part of the class, Pastor Ian will provide some information about who we are, what we believe, and how you can plug in. Also,
we hope to answer any questions you may have. There is no obligation to
join the church because you have attended the class.
The second part will be on Tuesday, January 21 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm, and
will be for those who wish to join the church. They will meet with members
of Session (our governing board) at the beginning of their January meeting.
They will be invited to share just a bit about their faith and desire to join the
church.
Then, on Sunday, January 26, the group that is joining the congregation will
be publicly received into membership
by affirmation of faith during the worship service.
This class is intended to strengthen
your bonds to the church, to make the
active membership roll of the church
more closely match the actual people active in the congregation, and to allow
you to be able to vote on church matters during Congregational Meetings.
Volume 5, Issue 12

2.
1.

This photo of nephew Bryan Gillett, his
wife Page and daughter Emory of Atlanta
is included so you can see the beauty of
the brick wall in the
Dust on pews and
sanctuary. Plus the fam- everything else...
ily were thrilled that they
were here. Photo on left
shows the quantity of
dust left after the brick
wall was uncovered.
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Information from Carol Razo, Treasurer
Answer to question on page 6: Marlene Buehler, Judy Robinson and sometimes
in the past Betty St. John keep our library updated, clean and beautiful

Say “Hello” to the streaming library of Bible
Study videos that inspires faith every day of
the week.
In order to provide the best resources for our congregation to
live a full Christian life, the church has enrolled in RightNowMedia. This streaming library is here to help us live out our
faith daily. Congregants are able to access 100’s of videos at no
personal cost as First Presbyterian has enrolled for us.
Your e-mail account was sent information on how to sign up
and access Christian videos of all types for all ages. If you
can’t locate this or need help signing up, contact Pastor Ian.
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Our church family is once again Christmas shopping for the children of
Paulding County’s Drug Court participants. If you would like to help, please
take an angel off of the tree (which will
be up by the end of this month) and
shop for that child. Then return the unwrapped gifts in one bag with the angel
attached to it back under the tree by
December 8.
Gifts will be wrapped December 10th
from 1-4 and delivered to drug court
that Friday.
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Jeremy Fife
Ken Wagner

Doug Radel

Men’s Outing to
Dead-Eye Dick’s

Matt Reineck

Photo from left: Dave Nice, Paul Punches,
Ken Wagner, Matt Reineck, Jacob Fife, Jeremy Fife, Russ McMaster, Dan Straley, Ian
Ferguson, Doug Radel, Dan Karlstadt, and
Bud Koenig. A great Friday evening outing
to Fort Wayne. It appears that all of our
hatchet throwers are truly “dead-eye” on and
hit the bull’s eye each time.

What Does Christmas Mean to You?
By Susan Paulus, written about 1980

I don’t know what Christmas means to
people gathered here—
Is it just a time to party, full of “Christmas cheer”?
Is it rushing to and fro’, with money to be spent,
buying gifts for one and all, until your purse is bent?
I pray that there is more to it than parties, gifts and such,
for Christmas started long ago in a stable full of love.
1.
1.
The star led the wisemen to the place of His birth,
the angels sang songs of great joy.
The
shepherds
came to Him with hearts of love,
In photo 1, Dick Paulus
to worship this small baby boy.
and Phyllis Crossland give
Our
hearts
are now the stable where love
direction to Pastor Ian,
was
born that night,
Rick Craft, Jill Straley (our fearless, but exhausted by day end, leader) and Becky Craft. His love must reach to those around us,
our eyes must shine His light.
A huge “Thank You!” to each of you who
I
don’t
know
what Christmas means to
donated time and energy. Our sanctuary looks
people gathered here, but to you I wish,
gorgeous and welcoming.
all wrapped in love,
much happiness this year.

Deck the Halls!
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A Poem and a Prayer
I awoke to the promise of a work-filled day
My “to-do” list would vanish come what may:
But small things arose and without a though
I dealt with each one which to me was brought.
Now my day has been busy with things here and there
Was that You God? Was I so unaware?
Were you letting me know that your way is best?
That lists have a purpose but we serve your behest?
I pray that your teachings I’ll follow always
With You at the helm ‘til the end of my days.
Cara Lou Strahley, Nov. 2019

Wanted for January 2020 newsletter
Please submit to the church office by mid-December
your thoughts on the best thing that happened to you
or for you in 2019.
Let’s fill a whole page with the best of 2019.

Donate to the
Caring & Sharing Food Pantry
Thank you Redline Equipment for an awesome chat
with Santa and a lengthy extension to three Christmas lists!! Tucker, Bristyl and Briggs Stoller’s
Christmas lists grew this day.

The need is great as people prepare their Christmas
dinners. Please donate any item that you think you
might use in your home as that same item will be
needed in most homes.

Tuesday December 24th at 11:00 PM
Come as you are,
bring the family as we celebrate His birth.
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Paulding OH 45879
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
First Presbyterian Church
Worship Service 10:30
Sunday School 9: 00
Worship Music 10:15
First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879
Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

