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“For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a resound-

ing “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends 

to God for his glory.” -2 Corinthians 1:20 (NLT) 

Brynn Grace Ferguson is my youngest child. She is one and a half years 

old and my only daughter. With three children, our hands are full. Life 

is a three-ring circus and the animals are loose. When people ask me 

how it is to be Brynn’s father, I tell them how she loves to watch birds, 

wrestle with her brothers, and swing. She keeps us busy, but there is 

nothing better than coming home after a long day of work and have my 

little girl toddle over to me and give me a big hug. 

I may be a bit wrapped around my girl’s little finger. Proof of this is that 

Brynn calls me,  “Yes”.  She calls Alissa, “Momma” but dad is definitely 

“Yes.” As Barb Searing often says, “You can’t spoil a baby!” and I can’t 

help but follow her advice when it comes to my darling little girl. One 

day I will need to untangle myself from around her finger, but for now I 

am “Yes.” All that she needs is met with a resounding “Yes” through her dad. 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 1, the apostle Paul begins his letter to the church in Corinth by 

reminding them of his ministry to them. He had planned to visit the church but an unresolved 

issue in the church caused him to change his plans for their sake. Some questioned his trustwor-

thiness, but the apostle Paul tells them that he is not being fickle about his plans to visit. He can 

be trusted to do what he says he will do. The same is true for God. 

For God’s people, all of God’s promises are “Yes” in Christ. He promises to give us wisdom if 

we ask (James 1:5). He promises to provide a way out of temptation (1 Cor. 10:13). He promises 

that our salvation is secure, no matter what (John 10:28–29). He promises to never leave us nor 

forsake us (Heb. 13:5). He promises to finish the good work he has begun in us (Phil. 1:6). He 

promises to come back for us (Luke 12:40). As the old hymn goes, the Christian life is one of 

“standing on the promises of Christ, my King, Through eternal ages let his praises ring; Glory in 

the highest, I will shout and sing, Standing on the promises of God.” 

We end our prayers “in Jesus’ name” and “Amen” (which means “so let it be”) because it is by 

Jesus’ authority that we have confidence that we can offer our prayers to God and can 

appropriate with confidence all God’s great promises. We do not have God wrapped around our 

little finger, but through faith in Jesus all of God’s promises are a resounding “Yes”! 

So, what does this mean for us? Let us go back to that last verse of that hymn, Standing on the 

Promises of God. “Standing on the promises I cannot fall, List’ning ev’ry moment to the Spirit’s 

call, Resting in my Savior as my all in all, Standing on the promises of God!” Let us listen to the 

Holy Spirit’s inner call to faith and rest in Jesus all-sufficient work! Let us approach our 

Heavenly Father, who is our “Heavenly Yes” to all of his promises. 
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AUGUST 2022 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS                                                                                           AUGUST ANNIVERSARYS                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                       

3rd-Stan Searing       17th-Jaden Verfaillie       5th-Carol and Art Razo 

3rd-Sherie Summers 17th-Alex Straley     7th-Don and Ruby Crossland 

6th-Jilene McMicheal 26th-Barb Searing     14th-Scottand Danielle Haas 

12th-Rick Craft  29th-Jamie A. Smith     20th-Joel and Joy Coughlin 

13th-Jacob Fife                       (son of Doris)     28th-Dan and Dianna Karlstadt 

17th-Doug Radel 
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At this time, all the doors will be 

locked during the organ pre-lude 

(currently 10:30ish).  A deacon will 

sit at the front door to the Fellow-

ship Hall (on Caroline Street) to 

allow for latecomers until approxi-

mately the beginning of the ser-

mon.  After that, there are procedures 

posted on the door if you would like to 

enter the building. 

  **************** 

Starting Sunday, August 28th, there 

will be an informal worship service in 

the Fellowship Hall once a month.  

Contemporary music, prayer and a 

message from Scripture will be includ-

ed.  All are invited.  

“Friendship is a liv-

ing thing that lasts 

only as long as it is 

nourished with kind-

ness, sympathy, and 

understanding. 

WELCOME BACK TO 

THE SANCTU-

ARY TO WOR-

SHIP !! 

Friendship is a liv-

ing thing that lasts 

only as long as it is 

nourished with  

kindness, sympathy, 

and understanding. 
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From  Treasurer  

Carol Razo 

HAPPENINGS AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

*  127 Garage Sales are happening August 4-8.  Patronize the church’s sales and the people 

who have rented space in our parking lot. 

 

*Men’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, August 13.  Meet them at the Past Time Café at 8:00 

AM. 

*Ladies do Lunch will be Tuesday, August 2nd at  Fiesta Habaneros. The ladies will be meet-

ing at noon.   

  

* Mark your calendars now for the 40th Women’s Fall Retreat being held on Saturday, Octo-

ber 22nd.  Plans are in the works for speakers, agenda and a time table. 

* The Flat Rock Fall Festival will be held September 16-18 this year. 

*Alissa has asked for adults to pray with the children at the end of Children’s Church during  

the months of May through August. Please add you name on the Sunday you wish to help 

out on the clipboard on the table at the back of the Fellowship Hall. Alissa will have material 

for you if needed.   

*Barb Searing is still looking for a Funeral Dinner Coordinator.  If this seems too over-

whelming, consider partnering up with someone.  There are guidelines and outlines to follow, 

along with other women who help and support. 

*Doug Radel is our  August Deacon, however, any Deacon may be approached for questions 

or information. 
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We are so excited that the plastering and painting is 

done in only 5 weeks verses the 2 month prediction.  

The sanctuary and annex are sparkling and clean !  

Most everything will be returned to the sanctuary this 

week with the exception of the organ pipes and the loft 

lights.  The carpet will be another 6-8 weeks so we will 

put most things back until that time including the TV’s, 

camera, computers, and all electronics which will not 

have to be moved again.  So our service is back in the 

sanctuary on July 31 ! 

In order to keep the pews light for moving we will not 

return the hymnals and Bibles until after the carpet is 

done.  If you would like to pick one up prior to the ser-

vice they will be available at the doors. 

We made it just in time to be out of the way for the 127 

sale in the fellowship hall.  Thank you all for your coop-

eration and understanding during this time.  More up-

dates to come as they happen ! 

Glimpses of  our parishioners  

Above left- Samuel accompanying the singing during 

church. 

Top middle—Barb Searing and Becky Riley serving lunch 

to Power2Change.  Rhonda Smalley is behind the camera. 

Top Right-  Ken and Judy Robinson after service. 

Middle left– Becky Craft with daughter, Amanda, grand-

daughter Amelia and Aric French. 

Below left– Becky Craft with her mother, Eleanor  

Souders.   The family was celebrating Eleanor’s birthday. 

Bottom Right—During the meal at Kacie’s baby shower. 
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Left- Ladies did Lunch—.with a 

great turn-out on July 5th at the 

Past Time Café. 

From left– Becky Riley, Becky 

Craft, Alissa Ferguson, Rhonda 

Smalley, Martha Punches, Barb 

Searing, Phyllis Crossland, Sue 

Crossland, and Sue Paulus. 

 

July 12th brought Miss Mel to 

our Fellowship Hall to instruct 

us on how to make a beautifully 

decorated cookie.  Utilizing  a 

beach theme, the ladies did a 

marvelous job.  The cookies 

looked awesome !  Left –Jane 

Nice and Becky Craft. Right—

Jill Straley. 

Bottom right/ Standing- 

Becky Riley with grandson 

Harry, Jane Nice, Rhonda 

Smalley, Becky Craft, Jill Stra-

ley, Barb Searing,. Seated– 

Alissa Ferguson with Bryne 

and Patty Radel. 

Below-Although Becky Riley and grand-

son, Harry, had fun, they seemed to have 

had more frosting on them than the cook-

ies.  Harry may or may not have eaten 

some of the frosting. 

Above– Instructor Miss Mel and Barb Sear-

ing. 
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Above -Jack of all Trades Doug Radel inspects the 

painting progress after the painters have completed, but 

before the scaffolding  is removed.  Doug is always ready 

to step in and do what needs to be done. 

Below– Sue Crossland, project chair, is conferring with 

one of the painters.  Thanks, Sue, for all your hard work. 

Left– cookies 

during the deco-

rating process. 

Right– Fast 

friends—Samuel 

Ferguson and 

Harry Edwards 

(Becky Riley’s 

grandson) get-

ting diverted 

from the deco-

rating. 

Top Right– re-installing the monitors for 

church service. 

Middle right– painters cleaning the sanctuary 

after scaffolding came down. 
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Left -Rain did not dampen the spirit of 

John Paulding...uh... I mean Pastor Ian as 

he paraded around the square throwing 

root beer candy to the young and the older. 

If you were to catch John (Pastor Ian) at 

Herb Monroe Park after the parade, you 

would find him and Harry Wiebe (right) 

handing out samples of two different kinds 

of Spruce beer, the Amelia Simmons recipe 

and the Townsend recipe.  You may have 

also leaned in and heard the story of the 

Revolutionary War soldiers that were giv-

en the ration of a quart of Spruce beer a 

day to ward off scurvy.  The Spruce 

branches and buds contained Vitamin C 

and along with using common ingredients 

found in the Northern Colonies, the beer 

was soon “drafted” into the war effort on 

both sides. 

JOHN PAULDING FINALLY MAKES AN APPERANCE 

AT  THE  ANNUAL JOHN PAULDING SUMMER BLAST 

CELEBRATION. 

Above-  Harry Wiebe 

rode in the parade as 

Grand Marshall on 

Friday, July 15th during 

the John Paulding 

Blast. 

Left– Pastor Ian/John 

Paulding explains how 

the spruce and the hops 

were integrated into the 

Spruce beer. 

Right– Pastor Ian and 

Harry Wiebe serving  

and talking to inquisi-

tive on-lookers. 
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Left and Below -Great -Grandma 

Sue and Grandpa Dick Paulus  

marveling at tiny Kyson.  So good 

to have Kyson with family. 

A baby shower was held for Kacie Karlstadt 

and baby Kyson on July 27th.  The shower was 

well attended and Kyson scored a lot of  much 

needed items.  CONGRATULATIONS !! 



In Essentials, Unity. 
In Non-Essentials, Liberty. 
In All Things, Charity. 

Phone: 419-399-2438 
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com 
Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  

First Presbyterian Church 

PO Box 366 
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street 
Paulding OH 45879 
 
 

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com 

Sunday School at 9:00 

Worship Service 10:30 
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