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Going Under 

Romans 6:4 “We 

were therefore 

buried with him 

through bap-

tism into death 

in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of 

the Father, we too may live a 

new life.” 

Samuel and Henry have 

begun swim lessons once a week 

on Wednesdays. Since they are 

different ages, Samuel marches 

to the far end of the pool with 

his teacher while Henry and I 

stay with his teacher to play 

games together in the water. I 

hold Henry as he moves 

through the water to collect 

balls, bounce up and down, or 

lay on his back. It is an exercise 

in trust. The water is deep and 

without me he is not yet pre-

pared to swim. 

 The swim lesson’s finale 

every week is a full dunk under 

the water. For the six or so kids 

taking the lesson with Henry, 

putting their head under the 

water can be terrifying. There is 

no real danger, but there is a 

risk of a kid coming up out of 

the water sputtering for air and 

taking in a bit of water result-

ing in their panicking. 

 Henry has done a great 

job with his lessons. He has 

been brave, being only one of 

the few kids willing to 

let himself be dunked 

under the water. The 

fear of some of those 

kids plunging down 

into the water for the first time 

reminds me of one way the Bi-

ble talks about baptism. 

In Romans 6:4, Paul tells 

us that in going under the wa-

ters of baptism, we are re-

minded of death. In the waters 

of baptism, we are buried “with 

Jesus” (v.4) and we baptized 

“into his death” (v.3). As Jesus 

died on the cross and was bur-

ied, we somehow partake in 

that death and burial at our 

baptism. What does this com-

municate to us? 

First, it shows us that 

we are dead to our old nature of 

sin. As John Calvin writes, “By 

these words, he not only exhorts 

us to imitation of Christ, as if he 

had said, that we are admon-

ished by baptism, in like man-

ner as Christ died, to die to our 

lusts, and as he rose, to rise to 

righteousness; but he traces the 

matter much higher, that Christ 

by baptism has made us partak-

ers of his death, ingrafting us 

into it.” In Colossians 2:12, bap-

tism is described as the 

“circumcision of Christ” which 

“buries us with him in baptism.”  

Second, if we are dead to 

our old nature, then we should 

not live lives of sin. As Calvin 

says, “Here is a great truth 

about us Christians. We have 

died. When Christ died he died 

our death.” This gives us great 

hope for since we have already 

experienced death in Jesus, our 

future physical death will not 

have the same meaning for us 

that it would have had if Christ 

had not died our death. Since 

we have died with Christ, when 

he died our death for us, our 

death will not be the horrible 

thing it would have been. "O 

death where is your victory? O 

death, where is your sting?" (1 

Corinthians 15:55). 

Going “under the water” 

can be terrifying for the first 

time. I am so pleased that 

Henry trusts me enough to 

wade out into deep water and 

let me dunk him! It may be 

scary, but it is for his good and 

he is not in danger for I am with 

him. How appropriate it is that 

going “under the water” would 

be an illustration of death. How 

pleased God our Father is when 

we trust him enough to go into 

“deep water” with Him. How 

much more can we trust God 

when we plunge under the wa-

ters of death, knowing that the 

worst of it has already been 

taken away from us by the cross 

of Jesus. Praise God!   
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17th – Jaden Verfaillie 

17th – Alex Straley 

26th – Barb Searing 

29th – Jamie A. Smith (Jim & 

Doris Smith son) 

 

August Anniversaries: 

5th - Carol and Art Razo 

7th - Don and Ruby Crossland           

14th - Scott and Danielle Haas 

20th - Joel and Joy Coughlin 

28th - Dan and Dianna Karlstadt 

August:birthdys 

3rd - Stan Searing 

3rd – Sherie Summers 

6th – Jillene Mayer McMichael 

13th – Jacob Fife 

17th – Doug Radel 
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A regular session meeting was held Tuesday 
July 20th at 7:00pm.  

Session approved two vacation weeks for Ian, 
his 3rd and 4th (of 4) for the year. (Sundays 
July 25th and September 19th)  

Session is excited about the ministry Life 
Wise will bring to the children of Paulding. 
There was discussion about how to continue 
to support Life Wise and a motion was sec-
onded and passed to give $2,000 to Life Wise 
to help with needed start up costs.  

The next presbytery meeting will be Septem-
ber 17th-18th at Covenant church in West 
LaFayette, IN. If you would like to attend and 
learn more about our network of churches, 
you are invited to attend. Commissioners will 
be elected at the next Session meeting.  

Ian Ferguson 

Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 

Session  Highlights   

Paulding Graduate!  

Aaron Santoso, son of Rhee Adams,       

graduated from Paulding High School this 

past May. 

A Tea Party 

A tea party was held at the Paulus home, hosted by 

GiGi, to celebrate a visit from great granddaughter 

Quinn Morrison. 
Photo of double rainbow over Paulding was 

taken by Rhee Adams. 
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Worship leader in train-

ing: Samuel Ferguson strums his gui-

tar while daddy, Pastor Ian, talks with 

Doug Radel   following service. 

You are            

Invited! 

Thursday, August 5th 

6:00 pm (over by 7:00) 

Paulding County     

Carnegie Library 

205 S. Main Street 

Paulding Ohio 

A book signing for Come Walk with Me, 

written by Susan Paulus and released April 

2020, just as we were shut down by COVID. 

This is the first such event of this this book. 

There will be three drawings for a give-

away, light refreshments, conversation and 

a chance to have your copy of Come Walk 

with Me signed. 

Sharing one of their favorite scriptures 

and singing a song about Jesus is the 

Ferguson family. We learned that    

Jesus forgives our “Naughty’s” because 

He took our naughty’s as His own. 

 

Sharing a Favorite! 

Thank you Ian, Samuel, Alissa and 

Henry! 
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From treasurer, Carol Razo 

 

 

 

Sue Paulus, Jane 

Nice, Vicki Sholl. 

Martha Punches, 

Kim Mileto, Barb 

Searing and 

Rhee Adams 

show off their 

finished craft of 

the day.  

 

 

 

 

Here to enjoy lunch were Ruth Eschbach, Barb 

Searing, Rhee Adams, Jane Nice, Brenda Hill, 

Sue Crossland, Sue Paulus, Kim Mileto, Vicki 

Sholl and Martha Punches. 

Ladies Do Lunch 

July 21, 2021 
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Do you have a favorite verse that you might be 

willing to share with the congregation? A few 

summers ago, we had people read a verse and 

tell briefly why it is a favorite. The response 

was encouraging to both reader and listener, so 

we want to do it again. If a word or two of a 

verse jumps at you as you read this, you are 

ready to share your favorite. Please volunteer 

through either Pastor Ian or Sue Paulus, Sec-

retary.  If you don’t volunteer, expect someone 

to ask..  

NEEDED:  NURSERY COORDINATOR                        

responsibilities include: 

1. Check in regularly with attendant for any needs such 

as restocking supplies     

     (diapers, snacks, drinks). 

2.  Routinely inspect nursery equipment and toys making 

sure they are clean and disinfected as needed (mostly 

done weekly by attendant). 

3.  Report repair and maintenance needs to the property committee. 

4.  Collect and launder used crib sheets as needed. 

5.  Sign and turn in attendants time sheet to treasurer monthly. 

     

      Diana Karlstadt has stepped back from this position for now.  We thank her 

for her years of service!! Please contact the church office if you are interested and 

can serve in this position. 

Favorite Bible Verses 
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The following message to the Mission Committee from Brian and Beth 

Schwartz is being shared with the congregation so that we can join them in 

prayer and praise for the Schwartz family. 

Dear Dave, 

Thank you for your email. I apologize for my delayed reply. Life has 

been very chaotic. I had begun a reply back in May, but it got lost in 

many other things happening, of which I will spare you all of the gory 

details.  :)  We are so grateful and appreciative of you folks at 

Paulding Presbyterian Church being active and involved in our ministry. It really is an encour-

agement to know you all are praying for us!  Thank you!!  

Praises 

1. Even though Brian was exposed to two COVID-19 positive people, he nor anyone else in the 

family showed any symptoms or tested positive. 

2. Continued good health for our family. 

3. We were able to renew Rebecca's U.S passport and have actually received it already. 

4, Extra family time during our 2- week home quarantine. 

5. Our neighbor (a teacher) has been tutoring Rebecca and helping her prepare for fifth grade 

Prayer Points 

1. Pray for a successful discipleship Trainers Training for 25 Obo Manobo Pastors on July 4-7 

2.Pray for our safe travels as we travel back and forth from OM land over the next sev-

eral months. 

3. Pray that phase 1 of the OM Old Testament translation project will finish on time. 

4. Prayers for Beth as she will begin classes in mid-July for training on Project Management. 

5.Prayer for Brian as he works with the administration of Faith International Academy (FIA) 

in planning for the next school year, which will begin on August 4. 

6. Pray for God's will regarding FIA being selected for a pilot program for face-to-face classes 

during the pandemic. 

7. Pray for wisdom for Brian as he works with government agencies in the Philippines trying to 

move the school forward during these difficult times. 

8. Pray that FIA would successfully get special entry permits for staff members outside the 

Philippines. 

9. Pray God would provide more students and staff members for next year. 

10. Pray that Rebecca would be motivated and focused when classes begin online in August. 

11. Pray for God's guidance and wisdom regarding our family returning to Ohio in January for 

a 6 month home assignment.  

 Thank you for your partnership in this ministry for the last 14 years. You have been a great 

blessing to us, and we thank God for you! 

 Serving Together, 

 Brian & Beth Schwartz 



 

                                                                            

Sunday School at 9.00  

Worship Service 10:30 
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Church website: 
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com  
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