August 2020

The Cornerstone News
First Presbyterian Church, Paulding Ohio
Volume 6 Issue 8

Thoughts from Ian...
(the Ferguson family is
on vacation. This is a
repeat column written
by Ian for August
2018. Seems quite appropriate for today)

I spent most of the
week of June 18th
in Memphis where I attended
the annual national meeting of
our church family’s denomination, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church. It was a good meeting, as far as meetings go. Some
business was done. Great speakers encour-aged and inspired us.
I was able to meet some pastors
who I have done ministry with
and new pastors I hope to do
ministry with in the future. Multiple occasions had everyone at
the meeting on their feet cheering. One of these times was especially memorable.
On Thursday evening, we held a
commissioning service for people
in our denomination going into
the mission field throughout the
world. This is a very moving
time as the EPC does a lot of
mission work with unreached
people groups and there is some
very real danger in some of the
places they go. One question
those being commissioned are
asked is, “Will you accept the potential dangers associated with
this ministry that may include
suffering and martyrdom?”
Among the group being commissioned that evening was a couple
who are in their 80s. In 1958,

they began ministering among
the Malay people in the area of
Indonesia. After 40 years of ministry, they retired back to the
United States.
A couple of years ago an alert
went out as there was an unmet
need for mission workers to the
Malay people. This couple added
that need to their prayer list. After a while, they began to ask the
question, “Why not us?” This has
now led them to sensing God’s
call to return to the mission
field, a leading confirmed
through the various discernment
processes we have in place. So
now, they are going back to this
specific mission field which is
almost 100% Muslim and where
Christians are ostracized for
their faith.
Why not me? That is a good
question for us all to ask when
we hear of a need to put on our
prayer list. Sometimes, not always and maybe not often but
sometimes, we are the answer to
the needs around us even when
we might consider ourselves an
unlikely answer, like this couple
who are in their 80s.
As I reflected on their story, I
remembered something my dad
told me:
Once upon a time, there were
four people named Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody. There was an important
job to be done and Everybody
was asked to do it. Everybody
was sure Somebody would do
it. Anybody could have done
it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got angry about that,

because it was Everybody's
job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it but Nobody
realized that Everybody
wouldn't do it. It ended up
that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what
Anybody could have done.
When you pray for a need be
sure to ask the question, “Why
not me?” Again, you aren’t always or even often going to be
the answer God is going to work
through to ac-complish His will
in that area but some-times you
will be the ‘anybody’ who is to
meet that need. When you do,
you may not see everyone on
their feet cheering, but this
does not mean
that no one is.
After all, Hebrews 12 reminds us that
we are surrounded by a
great crowd of
witness in
heaven. Also,
we know that
God knows all
and sees all. So,
next time you
hear of a need
and pray ask
yourself “Why
not me?” and
you may find
yourself being
used by God in
great ways
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1
Tyler Snipes
Open House
4-7

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

14

15

21

22

28

29

Pastor Dwayne
Guiest speaker
NA meets at 7:00

9

10

11

12

13

Communion

NA meets at 7:00

16

17

18

19

20

Session 7:00
NA meets at 7:00

23

24

30
August birthdays:
3rd - Stan Searing
3rd – Sherie Summers
6th – Jillene McMichael
13th – Jacob Fife
17th – Jaden Verfaillie
17th – Alex Straley

25

Writers’ Group 7:00

26th – Barb Searing
28th – Samuel Henson
29th – Jamie A. Smith (Jim &
Doris Smith son)

26

27

NA meets at 7:00

August Anniversaries:
5th - Carol and Art Razo
7th - Don and Ruby Crossland
14th - Scott and Danielle Haas
20th - Joel and Joy Coughlin
28th - Dan and Dianna Karlstadt

We have new people that I have no
birthday or anniversary information
for, we love including everyone. Please
give info to the office.

Session Highlights
At the July 14th Session meeting (held a week
earlier than usual since Fergusons were headed
out on vacation), elders:
-learned that David McMaster, Bryce Steiner,
and Dwayne Richardson will be filling the pulpit, and Brent Fishbaugh will lead the worship
service, while Pastor Ian is away on Sundays
July 19, 26 and August 2. Those services will be
posted online and on the phone number after 2
pm each Sunday afternoon for those who participate in those ways. In-person worship has
seen between 14 and 24 in attendance, with between 55 and 69 watching online, and up to a
half-dozen calling the dial-in phone number.
-were reminded that the General Assembly
meeting of our denomination, the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church (EPC), was moved from
June to September 17-18 due to the pandemic.
Pastor Ian is still hoping to attend the scaleddown meeting in suburban Memphis, Tennessee
in person. Barb Searing was ‘elected and endorsed’ to represent our church as a voting elder
-commissioner for the meeting, and plans to attend via Zoom.

-moved August communion to August 9th (the second
Sunday), after Pastor Ian returns from vacation.
Respectfully submitted, Barb Searing, Clerk of Session

The Altar Committee is looking for people to
donate flowers for the sanctuary
during the months of June, July
and August. The calendar to sign
up is in the hallway, on the door.
Think about the spring and summer flowers that you have growing in your beautiful gardens.
Then decide if you can share
some of them with your church

I forgot to order ivory paper, so who
knows what color paper your newsletter will come on this month!

-okayed Pastor Ian to get a quote from Microtronix, the new technology store uptown, for
installing a permanent live stream camera on
the back wall, since delivering the service in
that fashion doesn’t seem likely to end any time
soon. A ballpark number is $2000.
-heard a recommendation from the property and
finance committees to do some renovating at the
cottage to make the second floor into usable living space. With their new baby expected in
January, Pastor Ian and Alissa have been exploring the idea of more space in the cottage so
they can stay there, rather than moving to a
different home. Sue Crossland, the property
elder, is working to secure a contractor. Elders
approved a budget amount ‘up to $10,000.’
-approved three more updated committee ‘job
descriptions’ for the church’s Policy Manual.
-approved Rick and Becky Craft’s request to use
the Fellowship Hall on Sat., Sept. 26.
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Donate: Caring
and Sharing Food
Pantry
The Caring and Sharing Food Pantry is serving more
families than ever before. The need is great. If we all
do something, many can be helped.
Also the church has bags of food here which have recently been replenished, ready to serve a meal or two
to a family of 3-4. Larger families sometimes take two
bags so the need is covered.

Page 3

Great
Granddaughter
of Herb Monroe
visits her
granddad’s park
Herb and Millie Monroe’s four-yearold great-granddaughter
Cora visited the Herb
Monroe Community
Park for the first time in
June. Cora and her parents Brandon and
Katherine Whitaker live in Cincinnati and have hiked
several state parks this spring, so they thought it was
time to visit Granddad’s park. The Whitakers ended
their trip to Paulding with a visit to the Vagabond Village Restaurant for homemade milkshakes.

Your Junk Here
Still holding on to that stuffed giraffe your sweetie won
for you at the milk bottle-throw... in 1956? How about
those "collectible" cans of Billy Beer (you may have to
Google that one)? And what about your complete Betamax collection of "Hee Haw"? If you are a hoarder on
the cosmic-level scale, we're here to save you from yourself. The 127 Yard Sale is coming up the first week in
August, we're here to help you clear a path from the
kitchen to the outhouse and ensure that those boxes of
your mother's old dishes, and your grandmothers old
dishes, and your great-grandmother's not-so-great old
dishes no longer pose an avalanche threat in the darkest
reaches of your basement.
We'll take anything and make sure you don't get it back.
Donations will begin to be accepted mid-July in the Fellowship hall (drop-off will be marked), with further information to follow on Sundays and on the church Facebook
page as we get closer to the event date. And as a bonus,
all profits go to the scholarship fund for mission trips.
Questions? See Brent Fishbaugh in person, virtually by
email (inquestbrent@hotmail.com), or
hear his velvet voice by calling (419)
378-2068. Or you can rent your own
space in the parking lot and sell it
yourself -- whatever helps you get rid
of those ancient copies of Boy's Life.
(And thanks to Dave Nice for hanging
the sign.)
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Prayer Requests
We ask that the Lord remind us that He is
in control, we have no need to panic
Pray for all essential workers, especially in areas where the new Covid-19
cases are again going up
Billie Jane Schaeffer,100 yr old aunt of
Marcia Wiebe, has COVID virus in FL
Eileen Kochensparger
Judy Robinson, doing very well
Arlene Cline
Kim and Dan Sutton
Montaize Armstrong, severe pain from auto
wreck 2 years ago; he requests that we
leave him on the prayer list. He can tell
when people are praying.
Dan Nutter, fell and broke second hip
Nutter Family, there are many family members needing care and helping each other
while Dan is recovering
Steve Gross, health issues
Jim Smith
Rick Speakman: stroke
Curt Gawronski: bone marrow transplant
Eileen Thomas: Ruby Crossland’s mother
June Koenig
Our national leaders
The family of Robert J. Miller, brother-inlaw of Dick Paulus
The family of Lee Kniceley
So many battling various cancers:
Ken Wagner
John Relyea
Holly Kobe
Mary Becker
Joe Bowyer

Dan Sutton
Page Gillett
Bob Egler
Patty Radel
Nancy Stoller

Pray this week for:
Pray for the country
Mark, Paulding Drug Court participants
For all of our church family, that we continue to be healthy
Praise: That vacation for the Ferguson
family is a time of refreshing and renewal
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39th Women’s Retreat Canceled
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we will
not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea
…—Psalm 46:1-2 (NIV)
I have cried silent tears over the fact that we have to cancel this, our 39th Retreat.
And things had fallen into place so easily a few months ago. A phone call from a former member turned into an invitation to speak, she was excited and after praying
about her response for a few days, she said “yes.” Ladies, we ALMOST had Kimberly Weaver Snyder as a speaker, with the chance of Julie Weaver Callow and Loralee Weaver Lichtensteiger joining her. They hadn’t worked out the details, but they
were possibly going to share speaking time and music time. What a wonderful time
or learning, worshiping and praising that would have been, not to mention the great
stories we could have shared. I’m holding on to them for 2021.
As COVID-19 took hold, Kim’s husband (retired military, I believe he was a pharmacist) asked her to please not come speak until there is a vaccine. Just before that we discovered that the caterer did not have our date open, the week before and the week after were open. Just not the one we had chosen. Right after that, Susan Kayser had a lengthy discussion with Dan, her husband. That ended with them
thinking that exposing her to lots of women might be dangerous for her and for Dan. Add to that the age of at
least half of us who attend, and it was like the Lord closed every door that had been opened.
I’m so sad, but keep reminding myself that the Lord still sits on His throne, He knows what we need, and will
guide us to where we have to be.
And this is just one event of many through out the county that have been canceled, many events were major
fundraisers for the groups putting them on. We don’t have that issue and that is another reason to say “Thank
you, Lord.”
“When you call on me, when you come and pray to me, I’ll listen.
When you come looking for me, you’ll find me.
Yes, when you get serious about finding me
and want that more than anything else,
I’ll make sure you won’t be disappointed.”
Jeremiah 29:12-14 (MSG)

This verse from Jeremiah in the Message version brought me comfort today. May it bring you comfort, too.
Hugs, Sue

Paulus

From treasurer,
Carol Razo
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First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 366
Corner of Caroline and Cherry Street
Paulding OH 45879

firstpresbyterianpaulding.com

In Essentials, Unity.
In Non-Essentials, Liberty.
In All Things, Charity.

Phone: 419-399-2438
Secretary’s e-mail: fpcpaulding@gmail.com (new)
www.firstpresbyterianpaulding.com (new website)

Worship Music 9:15
Worship Service 9:30
First Presbyterian Church
Corner of Caroline & Cherry,
Paulding OH 45879

